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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

OLUSHOLA ODUNEYE, 
 

Plaintiff, 
v. 

OFFICER CERAY BURNS et al.,  
 

Defendants. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   Civil Action No. 1:25-cv-02475 
 
 

DECLARATION OF BERTRAND KEPTCHOUANG DEYE IN SUPPORT OF  
PLAINTIFF’S MOTION FOR PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, I, Bertrand Keptchouang Deye, declare as follows: 
 
1. My name is Bertrand Keptchouang Deye. I am 41 years old. I immigrated to the 

United States in July 2023. I live in Maryland. I support myself by driving and have used the 

Empower app. 

2. On Friday, March 28, 2025, at approximately 7:54 p.m., I was driving in 

Washington, D.C., near Half Street SW and R Street SW. I was in traffic and driving with two 

passengers. I was making a turn and about to drop off passengers when two uniformed officers 

with the D.C. Department of For-Hire Vehicles (“DFHV”) stopped me. 

3. One officer—whom I later understood to be Officer Ceray Burns—approached, 

signaled for me to stop, and immediately asked if I use Empower. I answered “yes.” The officers 

then ordered me to hand over my phone and said that if I did not cooperate they would take me to 

jail. 
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4. Under this threat of arrest, I handed over my iPhone 14. The phone remained

unlocked. While holding my phone, the officer opened the Empower app, navigated to my 

information, and took photographs of the app’s contents. 

5. The officers also demanded my car key and told me that if I did not hand over the

key they would take me to jail. I surrendered the key. I did not feel free to leave, and the officers 

did not tell me I could refuse to answer questions. 

6. I did not have any Empower decals on my vehicle and did not have Uber or Lyft

decals displayed. 

7. The officers issued me two citations: $500 for “using app while business is 

unregistered” and $250 for “driver fail to display Empower trade dress.” They then towed and 

impounded my vehicle. I later paid about $180 in towing/impound fees to recover my car. I did 

not pay the citations at that time. 

8. The stop and towing occurred on a Friday night, when I normally work late to earn 

weekend income. Because my car was impounded until Monday, I lost earnings for the rest of 

Friday and the weekend. 

9. The encounter left me frightened and anxious. Being forced to hand over my phone, 

threatened with jail if I did not comply, and having my car towed has made me fearful of driving 

in D.C. because I worry that the same thing will happen again. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed on September 8, 

2025. 

______________________________ 
Bertrand Keptchouang Deye 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

OLUSHOLA ODUNEYE, 
 

Plaintiff, 
v. 

OFFICER CERAY BURNS et al.,  
 

Defendants. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   Civil Action No. 1:25-cv-02475 
 
 

DECLARATION OF ALI SHIR IN SUPPORT OF  
PLAINTIFF’S MOTION FOR PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION 

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, I, Ali Shir, declare as follows: 
 
1. My name is Ali Shir. I am originally from Afghanistan. I am single and have a son 

who lives in Germany. I immigrated to the United States in 2014. I currently work full-time as an 

electrician and I also drive part-time using rideshare platforms. 

2. I have driven using rideshare services since about 2017. Because I have a full-time 

job, my rideshare driving is part-time. Over roughly the past year I have occasionally used 

Empower. 

3. On March 5, 2024, at around 8:35 p.m., I was driving in Washington, D.C. There 

was a checkpoint that was slowing and funneling traffic, with officers selectively stopping vehicles 

and directing some drivers to pull to the side. 

4. I did not have a passenger in my vehicle at that time. Earlier that day I had 

completed a couple of rides elsewhere, but at the checkpoint my rideshare apps were closed or 

minimized. 
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5. Officers in uniform—including an officer I later learned was Officer Ceray Burns 

of the D.C. Department of For-Hire Vehicles (“DFHV”)—waved me over to the shoulder. One 

officer approached my driver’s window and asked, “Are you doing Empower, Uber, or Lyft?”  I 

responded, “none.”  After a brief exchange, he again asked, “you working Empower, Uber, or 

Lyft?”  I again responded, “none.” 

6. The officer then demanded my phone. I asked if he had a warrant for it.  He did not 

answer my question, but again demanded my phone and directed me to pull over.  I pulled over. 

7. I did not consent to a search of my phone and did not hand over my phone. The 

officer did not tell me that I had a right not to answer questions, and I did not feel free to leave. 

8. The officers then proceeded to issue citations and impound my vehicle. I was told 

that Empower is illegal in D.C. and that I was being cited for refusing to hand over my phone and 

for Empower-related violations. 

9. I was assessed multiple citations: one for $500 for “unlicensed non-DC operator,” 

another for “unlicensed vehicle non-DC resident,” and $100 for “failed to obay [sic] vehicle 

inspections officer.” My vehicle was towed, and I later paid about $190 in towing/impound fees 

to retrieve it. 

10. Because my car was towed, I had to obtain a ride home to Ashland, Virginia, which 

cost about $60. Being without my car also interfered with my ability to work and travel for personal 

obligations. 

11. Throughout the checkpoint, I observed that officers were selectively stopping 

drivers. In my view, they appeared to be profiling drivers who looked like immigrants or Hispanic, 

while waving through many other drivers. 
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12. I have never previously been stopped by D.C. officers for alleged rideshare driving. 

The encounter left me anxious and distressed, and I continue to feel fearful about driving in D.C. 

because I worry I could be stopped and have my car towed again even when I am not carrying a 

passenger and have no app active. 

13. I regularly video record my vehicle as part of my standard operating procedure 

when operating my vehicle. As a result, during the interaction with the officers on March 5, 2024, 

I recorded the initial stop of my vehicle. I am the person who initiated, operated, and preserved 

that recording, and I have continuously maintained possession of it since the recording was made. 

I have submitted herewith a true and authentic copy of that recording as  to this 

declaration, and it is incorporated by reference as though set forth in full.  Shir Exhibit 1 accurately 

records the initial stop of my vehicle. 

 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed on September __, 

2025. 

        ______________________________ 
        Ali Shir 
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Pursuant to Local Rule 5.4(e) this electronic media is maintained in the possession of Mr. 
Oduneye’s attorney responsible for filing. 
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