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be selected by @n agent or agents to be appointed by the Governor of
said State, subject to the approval of the:Secretary of the Treasury of
the United States; Teservinig to the United States each alternate section,
{or other proper subdivision of said land,) from one end of said canal to
the other; and before the selection, to.be made as aforesaid by such
agert or agents, shall be deered to have been made dnd perfected, a
chart or charts, showing the courses and distances and points of termi-
nation of said canal, shall be reported, or caused to be reported by the
Governor of Indiana, or by some person or persons by hin appointéd to
the Commissioner of the General Land Office.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, for the purposé hereinbe-
fore mentioned, there be, and hereby is, granted to the said State, in
addition to the grant hereinbefore provided for, one moiety of all the
other lands in the Vincennes land district, in said State, and which re-
main, as aforesaid, unsold, and not otherwise disposed of, encumbered
or appropriated, to be selected under the authority and by the direction
of the Governor of said State: Provided, That, in the selection of the
lands by this section provided for, no lands shall be compréehended
which, 1n and by the first section of* this act, are (in alternate sections
or other proper subdivisions) directed to be reserved as aforesaid; and
the lands so selected shall be reported, or caused to be reported, by the
Governor of said State, to the register of the land office at Vincenues,
before such selection shall be deemed to be made and completed.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all the lands, by the first
and second sections of this act granted as aforesaid, shall, after the
selections thereof shall have been made and completed as aforesaid, be
subject to be disposed of by the General Assembly of said State, for the
purpose aforesaid, and no other; and the President shall direct the fur-
ther sales of the publie [ands, in the Vincennes land district aforesaid,
to be suspended until the Governor of said State shall have caused the
selections aforesaid to be made and perfected as aforesaid, and shall have
notified the Secretary of the Treasury thereof: Provided, That such
suspension shall not continue longer than twelve months from and after
the passing of this act, ‘

Sec. 4. And be ¥ further enacted, That the said canal when com-
pleted, shall be and forever remain a public highway for the use of the
Government of the United States, free from any toll or other charge
whatever, for any property of the United States, or persons in their ser-
vice, passing through or along the same; and shall be completed within
fifteen years from and after the passing of this act, or the State shall be
holden to pay to the United States the amonnt of the price or prices for
which any and all of said land which may have been disposed of by said
State may have sold ; and such of said lands as may not have been thus
disposed of shall, from and after said fifteen years, if said canal shouid
not then have been conpleted, revert to and again become the property
of the United States: Provided abvays, That it shall not be competent
for the said General Assembly to dispose of said lands, or any of them,
at a price lower than, for the time being, shall be the minimum price
of other public lands.

Areroven, March 3, 1845,

Cusr. XLUTL—An Jet o reduce the rales of postage, to limit the use and correct
the abuse of the franking privilege, and for ke prevention of frauds on lhe reve-
nues of the Post Qffice Department, C
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United

States of America in Congress assembled, That) from and after the first

day of Tuly next, members of Congress and delegates from Territories,

may receive letters, not exceeding two ounces in weight, free of post-
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nge, during tho recess of Congress, anything to the contrary in this act
notwithstanding ; and the samo frunking priviloge which is grunted by
this act to tha mewmbors of the two Houdes of Congress, is heroby ex-
tended (o the Vice I'resident of the United Statea; und in lieu of the
ratas of postago now cstublished Df law, there shull be chorged the fol-
lowing eatos, viz : I"or cvery single leiter, in manuscript, or paper of
any kind by or upon which Informution shall be asked for or communie
cated in writing, or by marks and signe, conveyed in the mull, for any
distanco undor three hundred miles, five conts; and for apy distence
over three hundred milles, ten conts: and for n double lotter there shall
be churged double tltese ratess and for o treblo latter, treblo these raten )
and for a quadruple letter, quadruple these rates ; and every letter or
arcal not excaeding half an vunce in weiglt aball Lo deemed o single
etter, und every additionnl weight of half an ounce, or additional weight
of less thun hulf ans ounce, shall be charged with an additional single
postage. And ull drop letters, or letters placed in any post oflice, not
{or transmission by mail, but for delivery omly, shall be charged with
postage ot the rate of two cents each.  And all letters which sholi here-
nfter be udvertised us remaining over in uny post oflice shall, when de.
livered out, be charged with the costs of udvertising the seme in addition
to the regular postage, both to be accounted for us other postages now
are, .
8ue, 2. And be it further enacted, That all newspapers of no greater
size or superficics than nincteen hundred squnre inches may be trans-
mitted through the mail by the editors or publishers thereof, to all sub-
scribers or other persons within thirty miles of the city, town, or other
place in which the pné)cr is or may be printed, free of any ofmrge for
postage whatever; and all newspapers of anad under the size aforesaid,
which shell be conveyed in the matl any distence beyond thirty miles
from the place at which the same may be printed, shall be sabject to
the rates of postage chargeable upon the same under the thirtieth sec-
tion of the act of Congress approved the third of March, one thousand
eight hundred and twenty-five, entitled **An act to reduce into one the
several acts for establishing and regulating the Post Office Department ;
and upon all newspapers of greater.size or superficial extent than nine-
teen hundrad square inches, there shall be charged and collected the
sume rates of postage as are prescribed by this act to be charged on
magaziues and pamphlats,
we. 8. And be £t _further enacted, 'That oll printed or lithographed
circulars and handbills or advertisements, printed or lithographed on
uarto post or single cap paper, or puper not latger than single cap,
olded, dirdeted, nuﬂ unsenled, shall be charged with postage at the rate
of two cents for snch sheet, und o more, whatever be the distance the
sane may be sent; and all pawphlots, ruaguzines, periodicals, und overy
other kind and deseription of priuted or other matter, (except newspa-
pers,) which shall bo unconnected with any manuscript communlcation
whatever, and which it isormny be luwful to transmit by the mail of the
United States, shall be charged with postage ot tho rate of two and a
half cents for ench copy sent, of no greater veight than one ounco, and
one cent additonal shnll boe charged for euch additional ounce of the
woight of overy suoh pamphlet, magazine, matter, or thing, which may
be trumusmitted through the mail, whatever be the distanco, the same
may be transported § and any fractionel excess of not less thun one<half
of an ounce, in the weight of any sitoli mattor ot thing, sbove one or
inore outtces, shall bo charged for as if snid cxcoess nmouuted to n full
ounce,
Bro. 4, And be it ,pxrmer enacted, 'I'hat thp Postmnster Gonera] bo
and he is hereby, authorized, upon all mail routes over or upon which
the nmount of matter usually transported, or which {r’nﬁ be offered or
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deposited in the post office or post offices for trausportation, is or may
become so groat as to threaten materially to retard the progress or one
danger tha security of the letter muil, or to cause uny considerable aug-
meatation of the cost of transporting the whole il at tho present r ‘e
of speed, to provido for the separate und more secure conveyance of the
latter mauil, at a4 speed at Jeast equul to that at which the mail is now
transported over such routo,.tuking care to sllow in no case of any

reater delny, in the transportation of the other muaiters and things to

& trunsported in the mdil on any such route, than tmay appear to be
absolutely necessary, regard lmin%1 had to the cost of expediting its
teansportation, and the means ot his disposal or under his control for
effecting the sume,

Sec, 5. And be it further enacted, 'That the twenty-seventh section
of tiwe act of Congress eatitled “*An act to reduce into one the several
ncis for establishing and reguluting the Post Office Department,” ap-
proved aud sigued the third day of Mareh, in the year one thousand
eight hundred and twenty-five, end all other acts, and parts of acts
granting and conferring upon any person whatsoever the right or pri-
vilege to receive and transmit through the mail, free of postage, letters,
ﬂuc ets, newspapers, periodicals, or other matters, be, and thc same are

ereby, utterly abrogated, and repealed.

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, T’hat from and after the passage
of this act, ail officers of the Governmnent of the United States, hereto-
fore having the franking privilege, shall be authorized and required to
keep an account of all postage charged to and payable by them, re-
spectively, upon letters, packages, or other matters received through the
mail, tenching the duties or business of their respective offices; and
said accounts for postuge, upon being duly verified by said officers, re-
spoctively, shall be allowed and paid quarter yeatly, out of the contin-
gent fund of the bureanu or department to which the officers aforesaid
may respectively belong or be attached. And the three Assistant Post-
masters General shall be entitled to have remitted by the postmaster in
‘Washington all postage charged upon letters, packages, or other matter,
received by them, respectively, through the mail, touching the business
of the Post Office Department, or the particular branch of that business
committed to them, respectively; and eanch of the snid Assistant Post-
masters General shall be, and hereby is, authorized to transmit through
the muail, free of postage, any letters, packuges, or other matters rc-
lating exclusively to his officinl daties, or to the business of the Post
Oflice Departiment; but he shall, in every such case, endorse on the
back of the letter or packnge so to be sent free of postage, over his own
signatare, the words ¢ official business.”” And for any such endorse-
ment falsely made, the person so offending shall forfeit and puy three
hundred dolinrs. And the several deputy postmnsters throughout the
United States shall be authorized to charge, and have ulloweﬁ to themn
in the settlement of their nccounts with the Post Office Department nll
postage which they may have paid or had churged to thewn, respeactively,
for letters, packages, or other mattors, recelved by them on the business
of their respective offices or of the Post Oflice Department, upon o veri-
ficution ou oath of their acvounts for the sama, and the transmisston of'
the charged letters ns vouchers; and the said several deputy postmas-
ters shall be, and hereby ure, nuthorized to send through the mail, free
of postage, all letters, and packages, which it may be their duty, or the
may have occsion, to transmit to thy person or plnce, and which shail
relate exclusively to the business of their respective offices, or to the
business of the Post Office Depuartment; but in every such case, the
deputy postinaster sending auny sueh letter or package shall endorse
thereon, over his own siguature, the words *¢ Post Office business.” And
for any and every auch endorsement falsely made, the person making
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the same phall forfeit and pay threce hundred dollurs. And when the
commiggions of uny postinaster anmount to less than twenty-five dollars
per annum, it shall he lawful for the Postinaster General to increase the
rate of his commissions, provided that they do not exceed fifty per cent.
on letter postuge accruing at such office, ond the Postmuaster Ueneral is
hereby required to cnuse accounts to be kept of the postage that would
be chargeable at the rates prescribed in this act upon all matter passing
free through the muil anccording to the provisions of this act; und the
sums thus chaq{enble shall be puid to the Post Office Department from
the contingent fands of the two Houses of Congress and of the other
Depuartinents of the Government for which such mail service moy have
been performed, and where there is no such fund, that they be paid out
of the Treasury of the United States.

Sse. 7. And be it _further cnacted, That the act of Congress en-
titled ‘* An act authorizing the Guvernors of the several States to trans-
mit by mail certain books and documents,” approved June the thirticeth,
one thousand cight hundred and thirty-four, shali remain and continue
in full force, any thing hereinbefore to the contrary notwithstnnding ;
and the Memdbers of Congress, the Delegates from 'Territories, the
Secretary of the Senate, and the Clerk of the House of Represcnta-
tives, shall be, and they are hereby, authorized to transmit, free of
postage, to any post office withinn the United States, or the Territories
thoreof, any documents which have been or may be printed by order of
either House of Congress, any thing in this law to the contrary not-
withstanding.

See. B. And be it further enacted, That each mentber of the Senate,
each member of the House of Representatives, and each Delegate from
a Territory of the United States, the Secretary of the Senate, and the
Clerk of the House of Renresentatives, may, during each session of
Congress, and for a period of thirty days before the commencement and
thirty days after the end of eaclh and every session of Congress, rend
and receive through the mail, free of postage, any letter, newspaper, or
pucket, not exceeding two ounces in weight; and all postage charged
upon any letters, packages, petitions, memorials, or other matters or
things, received during any session of Congress, by any Senator, Mem-
ber or Deicgate of the House of Representutives, touching his official
or legislutive duties, by renson of any excess of weight, above two
ourntces, of the matter or thing so received, shall be puid out of the con-
tingent fund of the Hnuse olgwhich the person receiving the smie may
be a member. And they sFall have the right to frank written letters
ftom themselves during the whole year, ns now authorized by luw.

Buc, 9. And be it _furither enacted, That it shall not be lawful tor
uny person or persons to establish any private express or expresses for
the conveyunce, nor in any manner to cause to be conveyed, or provide
for the conveyance or transportation by regular trips, or at stated periods
or intervals, from one city, town, or other plnce, to any other city, town,
or place in the United States, between und from and to which cities,
towns, or other places the Unfted States il iy regularly transported,
under the authority of the Post Office Doptrtment, of any letters,

ackets, or packages of letters, or other matter properly transmittable
n the Uniteg States mail, except newspapers, pamphlets, magazines and
periodicals; und each nnd overy person offem i"ﬁ ngninst this provision,
or uiding and assisting therein, or acting ns such private express, shall,
for ench time any letter or letters, packet or packages, or other matter
properly transmittable by mail, except newspapers, pamphlets, magaziner,
periodicals, shall or may be, by him, her, or them, or through his, her,
or their means or insteumeutality, in whole or in part, conveyed or
transported, contrary to the true intent, spirit, and meaning of this sec-
tion, forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars.
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Seoc. 10. And be it further cnacted, 'That it shall not be lawful for any
stage-coach, ruilroad car, stenmboat, packet boat, or other vehicle or
vessel, mor any of the owuers, managers, servants, or crews of either,
which regularly performs trips at stated periods on a post route, or be-
tween two or more cities, towns, or other places, fromm one to the ovther
of which the United States mail is regularly conveyed under the ou.
thority of the Post Ofiice Department, to transpoxt or convey, otherwise
than in the mail, any letter or letters, pucket or packages of letters, or
othor mailable matter whatsoover, except such as may have relation to
some part of the cargo of such stoamboat, packot boat, or other vessel,
or to some article at the saine tinte conveyed by the satme stuge-coach,
railroad car, or other vehicle, amd excepting also, newspupers, pamphlets,
magazines, and periodicals; and for every such offence, the owner or
owtiers of the stage-conch, railrond car, steambont, packet boat, or
ather vehiols or vessel, shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred
dollive; and the driver, captain, conductor, or person haviug charge
of uny such stage-conch, railrond car, stonmboat, packet boat, or
other vehicle or vessel, at the time of the commission of any such
offence, and who shall not at that time be the owner thereof, in whole
nor in part, shall, in like manner, forfeit and pay, in overy such cose of
offence, the sum of fifty doliars.

Sec. 11. And be it further eanacted, That the owner or ownecrs of
every stage-conch, railroad car, stenmboat, or other vehicle or vessel,
which shall, with the knowledge of any owner or owners, in whole or
in part, or with the knowledge or connivance of the driver, conductor,
captain, or other person having churge of any such stage-coach, railroad
car, steamboat, or other vessel or vehicle, convey or transport any per-
son or persons asting or employed as a private express for the convey-
ance of letters, packets, or packa%.es of letters, or other mailable matter,
and actually in possession of such mailable matter, for the purpaose of
transportation, contrary to the spirit, true intent, and meaning of the
preceding sections of this law, :ﬁnll be subject to the like fine« and pe-
nalties as are hereinbefore provided nnd directed in the case of personas
acting as such private expresses, and of persons employing the sao;
bat nothing in this nct contained shall be construed to prohibit the ¢con-
veyancs or transmission of letters, pnckets, or packages, or other mat-
ter, to any part of the United Siates, by private hands, no compensation
being tendered or received thercfor in any way, or by a specinl messen-
ger employed only far the single particular occasion.

Beco. 12, And be i¢ fusrther enacted, Thut all persons whatscever who
shall, after the passage of this nct, transmnit by any private express, or
other means by this act declared to be unlawful, any letter or letters,
package or packages, or other mailable Imatter, excepting newspapers,
pampiilets, magazines, und petiodicals, or who shall place or cause to be
deposited at any appuinted place, for the purpose of being transported
by swuch unlawful means, any matter or thing properly transmittable, by
mail, excepting newspupers, pumphlets, magazines and periodicals, or
who shall deliver any such mattor, oxcopting newspopers, pamphlets,
magazines and periodicals for transmission to any agent or agents of
such unlawful expresses, shall, for ench and overy offence, forfeit and
pay the sum of fifty dotiars,

See. 13. And be it further snacted, 'That nnthing in this nct containe
ed shall have the effect, or be construed to prohibit the convoyance or
transportation of letters by steambonts, ns authorized by the sixth scction
of the act entitled ** An act to reduce into one the several acts for estn-
blishing and regulating the Post Otice Departiment, approved the third
of Murch, one thousund eight hnndred and twenty-five ;" Provicled,
That the requirements of said sixth section of suid act be strictly com-
plied with, by the delivery, within the time specified by said act, of all
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letters so conveyed, not relating to the cargo, or some part thereof, to
the Eostmuster or other authorized agent of the Post Office Lepartment
at the port or place to which suid letters may be directed, or intended
to be delivered over from muid boat; and the postmaster or other ngent
of the Post Oflice Department shall charge and collect upon ali letters
or other mailable matter, so delivered to him, except newspapers, pamph-
lets, magezines, ‘und periodicals, the samoe rates of postoge as wouid
have been charged upon said letters had they been transmitted by mail
from ihe port or place at which they were placed on board the stenm-
bout from which they were received; but it 1s hereby expressly provided,
that )l the puins and penalties provided by this act, for any violation of
the provisions of the eleventh section of this oct, shall anttach in every
case to any steatnboat, or to the owners and persons having churge there-
of, the captain or other persen having chorge of which shall not, as
aforesaid, comply with the requirements of the sixth section of the said
law of one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five. And no postmaster
shall receive, to be conveyed by the mail, any packet which shall weigh
more than three pounds.

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General
shall have power, and he is hereby authorized, to contract with the
owners or commanders of any steamboat plying upon the Western or
other waters of the United Stutes, for the transportation of the mail for
any length of time or number of trips, less than the time for which con-
traots for transporlin% the mail of the United States are now usuully
made under existing laws, and without the previous advertiserments now
required before entering into such contracts, whenever in his opinion
the public interest and convenience will be promoated thercby: Pro-
vided, "That the price to he paid for such service shall in no case be
greater than the average rate paid for such service under the last pre-
ceding or then existing regular contract for transporting the mail upon
the route he may so for a less time contract for the transportation of the
rail upon.

Sec. 156. And be st further enacted, That < mailable matter,” and
‘“ matter properly transinittable by 1nail,”” shall be deemed and taken to
menn, all letters and newspapers, and all magazines and pamphlets

ericdically publighed, or which may be published in regular series or
in successive numbers, under the same title, though at irregular inter-
vals, and all other written or printed mnatter whereof each copy or num-
ber shall not exceed eight ounces in weight, except bank notes, sent in
mcknges or bundles, without written letters accompanying them; but
tund books, of any size, shull not be held to be included within the
meaning of these terme. And any packet or packets, of whatever size
or weight, being medo up of any such mailuble matter, shall subject all
ersons concerned in transporting the same to all the penaities of this
aw, equally ns if it or thoy were not so made up into a packet or pack-
nges. But nothing in this nct contsined shall be so construed as to
prohibit any person whatever from transporting, or causing to be trans-
Eorwd, over any il route, or any road or way paraliel thoreto, an
ooks, muguzines, or pamphlets, or newspupers, not marked, directed,
or intended for immediate distribution to subseribers or others, but in-
tended for male as merchundise, and transported in the usual mode of
transporting merchandise over the particulur route used, and sent or
consigned to some bonu fide deanler or agent for the snle thereof; nor
shall dny thing herein be construed to interfora with the right of any
traveller to have and take with him or her, for hig or her own uee, any
book, pamphlet, magazine or newspaper,

Seo. 10, And &e ¢ finrther enacted, That the term ¢ newspaper,”
hereinbefore used, shall be, and the mame is hereby defined to be, any
printed %ubliontinn, issued in numbetrs, consisting of not more than two
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sheets, and pablished at short stated intervals of not more than oné
month, conveying intelligence of passing events, and bonu fide extras
and supplements of any such publication. And nothing herein contained
shall be so construed as to prevent the frev exchunge of newspapors be-
tween the Eubliahers thereof, as provided for under the twenty-ninth
section of the act entitled * An act to reduce into one the severdl acts
for esmhliahin% and regulating the Post Office Department, approved
the third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five,"”

Seo. 17. And be it further enacted, T'hat all pacuniary penalties
and forfeitures, incurred under this act, shall be one half' for the use of
the pereon or persons informing and prosecutlng for the same, und the
other half to the use of the United States, and shall ba paid over to the
Postmuster General, snd accounted for by him as other moneys of the
department; and all causes of action arising under this act, may be
sued, and all offenders u%uins& this act may be prosecuted, before the

ustices of the pence, magistrates, ox other judicial courts of the soveral

tates and of the several Territories of the United States, they having
competent jurisdiction, by the laws of such States or Territories, to the
trial of c¢lmims and demands of #s great volus, and of the proseoutions,
where the punishments sre of as grent extent; and such justices, ma~
gistrates, or judicinr_y, shail take cognizance thereof, and procced to
judgment and execution, as in other cases,

Src. 18, And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the
Postmaster General in all future lettings of contraets for the transporta-
tion of the mail, to let the same, in every case, to the lowest bidder,
tendering sufficient guarantees ‘for faithful performance, without other
reference to the mode of such transportation than may be necussary to
provide for the due celerity, certeinty, and security of such transporta-
tion; nor shall any new contractor hereafter be required to purchase
oitt, or take at a valuation, the stock or vehicles of any previous con-
tractor for the same route. And all advertisements made under the
orders of the Postmaster General, in a mewspaper or mnewspapers, of
letters uncalled for in any post office, shall be inscrted in the paper or
papers, of the town or place where the office advertising may be situated,
having the largest eirculation, provided the editor or editors of such
paper or papers sholl agrec to iuscrt the smine for a price not greater
than that now fixed by law ; and in case of question ot dispute as to the
amount of the circulation of any papers, the editors of which may de-
sire this advertising, it shall be the duty of the postmaster to receive
evidence and decids upon the fact.

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That to insure, as fur as may bo
practicable, an equol and just rute of cowpensation, according to the
service porformed, among the soveral railroad companies in the United
Btates, for the transpotrtation of the meil, it shali be the duty of the Post~
muster General to arrange and divide the railroad routes, including those
in which the service is partly by railrond and partly by steamboats, into
threo clnsses according to the size of the mails, the speed with which
they are conveyed, and tho importance of the cervice; and it shall be
fawful for him to contract for conveying the mail with any such railrond
cgmpnn.l! either with or without ndvertising for such contrast: Pro-
vided, fmt, for the conveynnce of the mull on any railroad of the first
cluss, he shall not pay a higher rate of compensation than is now allow.
ed by law ; nor for carrying the mail on any railroad of the second cluss,
a greater compensation thit one hundred dollars per milo per annum;
nor for carrying the mail on dny railrond of the thivd cluss, a greater
compensation than fity dollars per mile per annum, And in case the
Postmaster Genernl shall not be able to conclude o contract for carry-
ing the mail on_any of such railrond routes, ot a compensation not
exceediilg the aforesaid maximum rates, or for what he may deem u
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rensonable and fair compensation for the service to be performed, it
shall be lawful for him to separate the letter mail from the residue of
the mail, and to contract, either with or without advertising, for con-
veying the letter mail over such route, by horse express or otherwise, at
the greatest speed that can reasonably be obtained ; and also to contract
for carryinq over such route the residue of the mail, in wogons or other-
wise, at a slewer rate of epeed : Provided, T'hat it one-half of the sex-
vice, on any railroad, is required to be performed in the night season,
it shall be lawfu} for the Yustinaster General to pay twenty-five per cent.
in addition to thes aforesaid maximum rates of allowance: And pro-
wvided further, 'That if it shall be found necessary to convey over any rail-
road route more than two mails daily, it shall be lawful for the Postmuster
Generual to pay such additionul compensation as he may think just and
reasonable, having reference to the service performed and the maximum
rate of allowance established by this act.

Sec. 20. And be it further eaucted, 'That all couses of action arising
under this act may be sued, and ull offenders against this act may be
prosecuted, before any circuit or district court of the United States, or
the District of Columbia, or of the Territories of the United States.

Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That for the purpose of guarding
against the %osaibility of any embarrassment in the operations of the
Post Oftice Department consequent upon any deficiency of the revenues
of said department which may be occasioned by the reduction of the
rates of postage by this act made, there be, and hereby is, appropriated
the sum of seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars, to be paid out of
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, and to be placed
to the credit of the Post Office Department in the Treasury of the
United States, to be applied, under the direction of the Postmaster
General, to supply any deficiency in the regular revenues from poat~
age, in the same manner as the revenues of said department are now by
law applied.

Seo. 22. And be it further enacted, That in case the amount of post-
ages collected from the rates of postago prescribed by this act, with the
annual appropristion from the treasury of seven hundred and fifty thou-
sand dollars herein granted, shall prove insufficicnt to defray the expense
of the mail service throughout the United States to an extent equal to
what is now enjoyed by the public, and glso the expense of extending
and’ enlarging the same in duc proportion with the increase und expean-
sion of the population, particularly in the new States and Territorics,
the deficiency that may so arise shall be paid out of any moneys in the
‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated: Provided, That the amount of
expenditure for the Pnst Office Department shall not in the entire aggre-
gate, exclusive of salaries of officers, clerks, and messengers, of tho
General Post Office, and the contingent fund of the samne, exceed the
annual amount of four million five hundred thousand dollars.

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, 'That nothing in this act con-
tained shall be construéd to repeal the faws heretofore enacted, granting
the franking priviloge to the President of the United States when in
oflice, aud to ail ex-Presidents, and to the widows of the former Presi-
dents Madison and Harrison,

Arrrovin, March 3, 18485,

Crav. XLV, — dn Jct making appropriations for the service of the Post Office
Department, for the year ending thivticth June, eighteen hundred and forly-

sl

Be it enncted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congresa assembled, That the following
sums of money be, and the same are hereby appropriated, for the service

Praviso.

Coorts for trisl
of offenders
against this ant.

Appropristion
to guard against
o deficiency in
the revenues of
the post.coffice
departununt.

Addilional mp-
propriation for
deficiencies in
revenuea of the
pnet offico.

Proviso.

Franking l|:' -
vilego contin.
ued to President
und othors,
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