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The House met at 10 a.m.

Rev. John Crosby, Christ Pres-
byterian Church, Minneapolis, Min-
nesota, offered the following prayer:

God of the heavens and Earth, thank
You for the opportunity to gather in
this place this morning, in freedom of
body, mind and spirit. Just as we have
celebrated the birth of our freedom, we
ask that You help us offer that same
freedom to others.

You have said that if any of us lacks
wisdom, we should ask and You will be
generous, and so we ask, not only to
discern the right but for the will to act
on what we discern.

I ask that You give grace to those
who lead us, whether they are security
guards or Senators, cafeteria workers
downstairs or the Representatives on
the floor. Whether it is the ladies who
clean the toilets at night or the staff
who work so hard behind the scenes, 1
pray that they might be becoming men
and women of humility and courage,
principle and generosity, even in the
middle of trials. We keep before us the
welfare mom who looks for any kind of
help, the teacher who can’t afford $4
for gas, the banker who has to figure
out how not to foreclose on a friend,
the farmer who looks out at his fields
and wonders where help will come
from. We pray that this will be a place
of that help.

I thank You for those who have
served here faithfully on the field of
battle, in the fires of the forests, or in
these Halls; and in a special way, I ask
You to give special peace to those who
have served and now return home, as
our brother JIM RAMSTAD. May he re-
turn with the thanks and blessing of a
grateful people, and may he hear Your
voice saying to him and so many oth-
ers, ‘“Well done; well done, good and
faithful servant.”

For all who gather here this day, we
ask Your wisdom and Your blessing.
Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

—————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. KIRK) come forward
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Mr. KIRK led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——
WELCOMING REV. JOHN CROSBY

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
RAMSTAD) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. RAMSTAD. Madam Speaker, it is
my special privilege to welcome to-
day’s guest chaplain, Senior Pastor
John Crosby of Christ Presbyterian
Church in Edina, Minnesota.

On behalf of the entire House of Rep-
resentatives, thank you, John, for your
moving and timely prayer, and for
serving as guest chaplain today.

Madam Speaker, the Reverend John
Crosby is a true servant-leader who
personifies faith, compassion and serv-
ice to those less fortunate. He is a true
man of God.

Pastor Crosby has been at Christ
Presbyterian Church, one of the most
dynamic and vibrant faith commu-
nities in the Twin Cities, since 1989.

John and his wife, Laura, came to
Minnesota from Washington, DC, where
they ministered at the National Pres-
byterian Church. They have two daugh-
ters, Maggie, who is a junior at Denver
University, and Katy who worked as a

congressional intern in my Washington
office and is now working here in
Washington for Bread for the World.
Knowing Katy as I do, I can personally
testify to the wonderful job John and
Laura have done in raising their out-
standing daughters, and I am pleased
that Laura and Katy are here today in
the Speaker’s gallery to see their hus-
band and father deliver the opening
prayer.

Madam Speaker, Pastor Crosby is a
thoughtful and caring person who ap-
plies his faith to daily life and the
major issues of the day. He is very in-
terested and involved in policy mat-
ters, and he has been a trusted adviser
throughout my 18 years here in Con-
gress. John Crosby also has experience
working in the United States Senate
for former Chaplain Richard Halvorsen.

Our Twin Cities community is truly
blessed by Pastor Crosby’s strong and
principled leadership, as well as his in-
spiring commitment to help people in
need.

Under Reverend Crosby’s tenure, the
youth program and community out-
reach at Christ Presbyterian Church
have grown exponentially, and have
been a great asset, a great resource for
our community at large. Over a thou-
sand young people are involved in the
youth program at Christ Presbyterian
Church. And I will never forget when
that youth group lost one of its own in
a car accident a number of years ago, a
beautiful young woman whose family I
knew well, and a thousand young peo-
ple from that church gathered sponta-
neously that Sunday night at the
church, and John led them in prayer.

Pastor Crosby is a man of God who
lives out the Biblical command to love
God, love others and serve the least
amongst us, and I am proud and grate-
ful to call him my friend.

Thank you again, John, for serving
the House of Representatives today and
for doing the Lord’s work here on the
Earth each and every day.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 one-minute requests from
each side of the aisle.

———

ENERGY FACTS VERSUS FICTION

(Mr. ISRAEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ISRAEL. Madam Speaker, here is
today’s energy Facts versus Fiction,
Volume II.

According to Gal Luft of the Insti-
tute for the Analysis of Global Secu-
rity, at $137 per barrel of oil, OPEC
could potentially buy the Bank of
America within 5 weeks of production
revenues; Apple Computer within 12
days; General Motors within 5 days,
and it would take 2.5 years for OPEC to
buy a 20 percent blocking vote in every
S&P 500 company.

Fact: The administration’s budget
slashes $467 million from energy effi-
ciency and renewable energy accounts.
The House Appropriations Committee
added $1.2 billion. It is a much better
investment, Madam Speaker, to add
$1.2 billion than to give away the Bank
of America, Apple Computer and Gen-
eral Motors to the Saudis.

We need an energy policy that in-
vests in American ingenuity, not Saudi
Arabia oil profits.

———

BALLISTIC MISSILE DEFENSES
FOR ISRAEL

(Mr. KIRK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, hours ago
Iran fired nine long-range missiles, in-
cluding the improved Shahab-III that
can hit the State of Israel. It is time
for the United States to offer full bal-
listic missile defenses for Israel.

Democracies are best when they
stick together. We joined 10 years ago
with the U.S. Army and Israeli mili-
tary to build the medium-range Arrow
missile defense system. While good, it
offers Israel only a defense in the last
minute. Three years ago we gave Israel
‘“Hyes in the Sky,” early warning data
that gave her warning time an increase
from 1 minute to 11 minutes.

Now, in the face of the rapidly grow-
ing Iranian threat, the G8 should think
about sanctions, like a gasoline quar-
antine because Iran is totally depend-
ent on half its gas from foreign tank-
ers, most insured by Lloyds of London,
and we can work with the British on
that.

But most importantly, we should fol-
low the direction of 70 Democrats and
Republicans in the Kirk-Harman letter
to offer full ballistic missile defenses
for Israel. Our defenses have five times
the range of Israel’s and can do the
most to lower the rising tensions in the
Middle East.
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MIDDLE CLASS SQUEEZE

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, middle-
income Americans are paying a high
price for the Bush economic policies
that have taken us deep into debt and
to economic recession. While the prices
of groceries, gas, education, and health
care have all gone up, the purchasing
power of a middle-income salary has
actually fallen over the last 7 years.

Unfortunately, Republicans and
President Bush continue to defend the
status quo, refusing to support our ef-
forts to help middle class families feel-
ing the economic squeeze. House Demo-
crats are working on new solutions to
deal with this immediate economic cri-
sis, and for long-term economic recov-
ery. We have taken action to extend
unemployment benefits, insurance ben-
efits, and also so that workers can con-
tinue to receive important financial as-
sistance while they look for jobs in
these trying economic times. We have
also passed legislation to address the
Nation’s housing crisis so that millions
of Americans will not be forced into
foreclosure this coming year.

Mr. Speaker, House Democrats also
support a second economic recovery
plan, and we hope we can gather Re-
publican support for it.

———
0 1015

WE NEED TO FIX THE ENERGY
PROBLEMS OF THIS COUNTRY IN
THIS HOUSE NOW

(Mr. HAYES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to talk about gas prices and en-
ergy, specifically, the lack of action
here in Congress on this issue. Our con-
stituents want us to do something, and
the reality is that we have the ability
to do something but we’re not.

Mr. Speaker, according to media re-
ports, the House leadership is doing ev-
erything possible to stop a vote on
opening more of the oil and gas re-
serves available in this Nation. It
sounds like the entire appropriations
process might be stopped rather than
having a vote on using our resources so
we aren’t so dependent on OPEC. I real-
ly don’t understand why. Maybe it’s
being captive to the extreme environ-
mental lobby, or maybe it’s a com-
pletely different philosophy that says
we should not do everything possible to
bring gas prices down.

What I do know, Mr. Speaker, is that
we are not going above and beyond to
fix this problem. This House is going
above and beyond to stop a viable solu-
tion. That’s wrong. I implore the Dem-
ocrat leadership to let real energy solu-
tions come up for a vote and get gas
prices down.
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BIG OIL DOESN'T NEED MORE
LAND TO DRILL; THEY SHOULD
USE IT OR LOSE IT

(Ms. SHEA-PORTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker,
gas prices are hovering around $4 a gal-
lon now. Americans are having dif-
ficulty just finding the money to drive
to the store. The energy policies of the
Bush administration over the past 7
years have helped only one group, Big
0Oil. They’re doing just fine, thank you
very much.

House Democrats are moving Amer-
ica in a new direction towards energy
independence. We raised the miles-per-
gallon requirement for the first time in
over 30 years. We are putting money
into research and development. We’'re
requiring energy-efficient appliances,
and we are creating green jobs, among
other things.

We’re also demanding that oil com-
panies drill now. They have 68 million
acres of land that they could drill on.
They have their permits. They need to
get to work now. Last month, House
Republicans could have joined us in
sending a strong message to oil compa-
nies that they need to start drilling on
already approved lands. But instead,
House Republicans once again sided
with both Big Oil and President Bush.

Mr. Speaker, the oil companies need
to use those permits or lose those per-
mits. America wants oil companies to
get to work now and stop playing poli-
tics.

—

HOUSE REPUBLICANS STAND
READY TO HELP AMERICANS
COMBAT INCREASED ENERGY
COSTS

(Ms. GRANGER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, House
Republicans set forth an energy agenda
that addresses the number one concern
facing American families today: the
high price of gasoline. The high price of
gas is costing hardworking families an
average of $4.11 a gallon. That’s $1.70
more a gallon than it was in January
2007 with no relief in sight.

Skyrocketing gas prices have taken a
dramatic toll on almost every area of
our lives. Families are having to adjust
by tightening budgets and trimming
back family vacations. Small busi-
nesses, like the ones in my district, are
watching their profits shrink while
making tough decisions about expand-
ing their companies or being able to
make their payroll.

House Republicans have a plan that
will increase production of American-
made energy in an environmentally
safe way. Our plan will promote new,
clean, and reliable sources of energy
while cutting red tape and increasing
the supply of American-made fuel and
energy. Our plan also encourages great-
er energy efficiency by offering con-
servation tax incentives to Americans
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who make their home, car, and busi-
nesses more energy efficient.

House Republicans stand ready and
willing to help American families com-
bat the increased costs of energy. I in-
vite my colleagues on the other side of
the aisle to join us.

———

CALLING ON THE PRESIDENT TO
RESCIND HIS VETO THREAT OF
MEDICARE IMPROVEMENTS

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I come to the floor
today to urge the President to recon-
sider his veto threat of H.R. 6331, the
broadly supported Medicare improve-
ment legislation that was passed by
this House on June 24. It is my hope
that the other body takes quick action
to pass this responsible legislation. The
Medicare beneficiaries and veterans
who are enrolled in TRICARE are de-
pending on this physician payment fix
becoming law.

If this legislation is not passed into
law, millions of Americans will no
longer be able to visit their physicians
and receive the regular quality care
that they rely on. I understand that
some Members of the Congress have
concerns about the pay-for in this leg-
islation. However, this Congress and
this government cannot continue to
pass the buck on fiscal responsibility
whenever we are faced with difficult
choices.

I believe we have found a responsible
way to pay for the physician payment
fix that is in the best interest of all
Medicare beneficiaries. And again, I
urge the President to rescind his veto
threat.

————
A FEW FACTS ON ENERGY

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, here are a few facts on energy
I would like to share. America cur-
rently has an estimated 175 trillion
cubic feet of natural gas and 1.1 trillion
barrels of oil that is off-limits to explo-
ration. In ANWR alone, there is an es-
timated 10.4 billion barrels of oil. Cur-
rently 85 percent of the lower 48 Outer
Continental Shelf energy resources re-
main under the lock and key of the
Federal Government. Only 6 percent of
the 700 million acres of federally owned
subsurface mineral estate has been
leased for oil and glass exploration.

The estimated Federal revenue that
would be generated by opening up these
lands that are currently off-limits to
leasing is upwards of $60 trillion. Amer-
icans support exploring for these re-
sources and breaking America’s de-
pendence on foreign oil. The American
people are demanding Congress take
action. That is why House Republicans

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

will continue to fight for an all-of-the-
above energy plan that will produce
more American-made energy while in-
vesting in alternative fuels and pro-
moting conservation.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th.

RECOGNIZING THE POSITIVE
CONTRIBUTIONS OF IMMIGRANTS

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, Congress
came back this week from celebrating
our Nation’s Independence Day. This is
a special time to reflect on America’s
difficult history and the true essence of
what she stands for. Since the begin-
ning, America has thrived on the con-
tributions of its immigrant labor force.
Sadly today, the positive contributions
of the immigrant labor force to our so-
ciety are too often unnoticed.

Hardworking families contribute
daily and pay their share into the
American system. Hardworking moth-
ers sometimes work three jobs, give up
their weekends, and take overtime and
night shifts to feed and clothe their
children. Hardworking fathers wake up
at 4 a.m. to go to work, earn below
minimum wages, and manage to pro-
vide for their families.

Immigrants contribute in taxes from
their paychecks just like the next per-
son through shopping at a variety of
stores, restaurants, and gas stations. In
fact, the IRS reported that between
1996 to 2003, immigrants contributed
$50 billion in Federal taxes.

We cannot afford to ignore the fig-
ures, and more importantly, we cannot
afford to ignore the positive contribu-
tions of immigrants in America. We
need comprehensive immigration for
the security of our Nation.

———

MORE CONSERVATION AND MORE
DRILLING IS NEEDED FOR OUR
ENERGY PROBLEM

(Mr. KELLER of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. KELLER of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to address the problem
of skyrocketing gas prices. We must re-
duce our dependence on foreign oil. Our
constituents deserve straight talk on
this issue and here it is: The main com-
ponent of the price of gasoline at the
pump is crude oil. Crude oil is a com-
modity governed by the law of supply
and demand. Therefore, we must reduce
our demand and increase our supply.

We should reduce our demand by hav-
ing tax incentives for hybrids, raising
fuel efficiency standards, and investing
in alternative renewable energy
sources like wind, solar, biomass, and
nuclear. We must also increase our do-
mestic supply of oil. We can do that by
drilling in Alaska, drilling in the gulf
of Mexico, and building more refin-
eries.
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The straight talk is we need a com-
prehensive approach of more drilling
and more conservation to achieve long-
term energy independence.

———

JOB LOSSES CONTINUE FOR SIX
CONSECUTIVE MONTHS AS ECON-
OMY GETS WORSE

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, every
month this year the Bush economy has
lost more jobs than it has created. In
June, 62,000 jobs were lost bringing the
total number this year to 428,000 jobs
lost. Yet President Bush and some
Washington Republicans continue to
contend that our economy is not in a
recession. These job numbers were par-
ticularly devastating to the 3.8 million
workers who have lost their jobs and
continue to struggle to find new work.
It’s difficult to find a job when the
economy is simply not producing them.

That’s why the Democrats fought
hard to pass legislation to extend un-
employment benefits for an additional
13 weeks to more than 1.6 million
Americans who have been hurt by
President Bush’s economic policies.
This money will allow workers in my
home State of New Jersey and through-
out the Nation to pay their bills and
put food on the table while they con-
tinue to look for a job.

Extending unemployment insurance
is just another example of how Demo-
crats are changing the way business is
done in Washington. No longer are the
needs of working families forgotten in
this Congress.

SAME OLD EXCUSES WON'T WORK
ANY LONGER

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, in spite of the fact that the
American people have been begging,
literally begging this Congress to act
on the energy crisis, all we’ve heard
from the majority are excuses for why
we cannot access our own domestic
supplies of energy. They say that we
cannot drill in the ANWR because it
will adversely affect the caribou. This
despite the fact that the caribou have
literally flourished along the north
slope of Alaska since the introduction
of the pipeline.

They say we cannot drill offshore be-
cause of environmental threats. This
despite the fact that offshore platforms
in the Gulf of Mexico have survived
both Hurricanes Katrina and Rita with
very limited or no environmental dam-
age.

The majority continues to offer ex-
cuse after excuse but offers nothing to
the American consumers who want
some relief at the pump. With gas
prices crashing through $4 per gallon
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now and rising at an alarming rate, the
time for excuses is over. It is time for
action. Many of us saw this coming and
have tried to expand supply here at
home.

It is time for the majority to recog-
nize this fact and show more concern
for the American consumers than for
the caribou.

———

DEMOCRATIC SOLUTIONS ARE
NEEDED FOR OIL CRISIS

(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday on the ‘“‘Lee Elci Show,” in New
London, Connecticut, Bill from Groton
called in while I was on and informed
us that to lock in for next winter in
Connecticut, it costs now $5.80 a gal-
lon.

Mr. Speaker, we’ve heard a lot about
the hardship of high gas prices. If home
heating oil stays at those levels, there
will be a catastrophe this winter in
terms of keeping people alive because
they cannot afford those prices. All of
the proposals we’ve heard from the
other side are going to take 20 years,
even if it goes perfectly according to
plan. People need relief now.

President Bush, with one stroke of
the pen, could release o0il from the
Strategic Petroleum Reserve. We
would have more oil into the market in
13 days. That’s the type of short-term
relief that consumers, particularly in
the northern parts of this country,
need if they are going to survive this
winter.

We doubled the size of energy assist-
ance in the Democratic budget. The
Bush plan would have cut energy as-
sistance incredibly given the fact that
these prices are going through the roof.
We need Democratic priorities to pro-
vide short-term relief and long-term
solutions for the American consumer.

———
AMERICA NEEDS TO DRILL NOW

(Mrs. DRAKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. DRAKE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express the frustration my
constituents feel with a Congress that
refuses to address the current energy
crisis. I have heard they can’t fill their
tanks, they’re not doing any extras,
they’re not going out to eat or to mov-
ies or on vacation. And last week, a
young woman serving in Afghanistan
asked me to make sure that gas is not
$56 a gallon when she returns home.

Repeatedly, people have asked me to
drill now. And yet with all this frustra-
tion and economic hardship, the Demo-
cratic leadership of this Congress re-
fuses to bring legislation to the floor
that addresses the number one concern
of our constituents: increasing domes-
tic supply now, dropping gas prices now
while we move to the alternative ener-
gies of the future.
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This week Congress will consider doz-
ens of suspensions, a bill concerning
the preservation of White House e-
mails, a bill creating a national his-
toric trail in New York, and a bill cre-
ating a new section of national wild
and scenic rivers in Massachusetts. But
nothing to lower gas prices.

———

CONGRESS WILL CONTINUE TO
FIND REAL SOLUTIONS INSTEAD
OF CASTING BLAME

(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ALTMIRE. Mr. Speaker, Con-
gress continues to take action and do
everything we can to reduce the price
of gas at the pump. Because of legisla-
tion this Congress passed last week, as
of last week there are over 70,000 more
barrels of oil per day every day that
are going into the market instead of
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve. And
during the last week, the price of oil
per barrel went down.

We also approved legislation that
gives U.S. authorities the ability to
prosecute anti-competitive conduct
committed by international cartels
like OPEC that manipulate the price of
oil.

We passed legislation that would in-
vest in biofuels rather than corporate
welfare for Big Oil. Energy experts es-
timate that biofuel blends are keeping
the price of gas approximately 15 per-
cent lower than it would otherwise be
right now.

This Congress has taken action to ad-
dress the skyrocketing price of gas,
and we will continue to find real solu-
tions rather than pointing fingers and
casting blame.

———
0 1030

AMERICANS HELD HOSTAGE IN
COLOMBIA

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, for the last 5
years, civilians Keith Stansell, Thomas
Howes, and Marc Gonsalves have been
held hostage and bound by chains in
the jungles of Colombia. Their captors
were the Communist thugs: FARC.

The three American captors lived in
constant fear and squalor along with
hundreds of other hostages, mostly Co-
lombians. These three men were held
longer than any other American citi-
zens currently being held captive in the
world.

They also had 5 years of their lives
stolen from them. During the last 5
years, they were unaware of most
world events, including the birth of
Stansell’s twins, the invasion of Iraq,
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, the Red
Sox breaking the curse and winning
the World Series, gasoline prices tri-
pling, and the University of Texas de-
feating Southern Cal in the Rose Bowl
for the National Championship.
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FARC is an insurgent terrorist group
that funds its activities by working
with the drug cartels and Kkidnapping
people and holding them for ransom.

But thanks to the people and the
Government of Colombia, the three
Americans and 20 others were rescued
from the outlaws in a stealth, covert
operation. We are glad the Americans
are home, and our gratitude goes to the
people of Colombia.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

ACKNOWLEDGE THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF STAND DOWN HOUSE

(Mr. KLEIN of Florida asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to acknowledge the con-
tributions of an extraordinary organi-
zation in my congressional district: the
Stand Down House.

The Stand Down House and its dedi-
cated staff provide support and services
for homeless veterans, including trans-
portation, counseling, and job training.
These honorable servicemen have fall-
en on hard times and need a place to
stay and a chance to get their lives
back on track.

The Stand Down House provides ex-
actly that chance, and it is a lifesaver
for many of our veterans.

Mr. Speaker, there are over 200,000
homeless veterans in America today,
and up to 2,000 in Palm Beach County
alone where I live.

We must never turn our backs on a
single one of our servicemembers, and I
commend the Stand Down House for
serving those who have served our Na-
tion.

—————

ENERGY

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, in a story
from The Hill newspaper yesterday, a
Democrat staffer is quoted as saying
House Democrats’ strategy on the issue
of skyrocketing gas prices is to ‘‘drive
small cars and wait for the wind.”

What a terribly insulting idea to the
American people who continue to suf-
fer as the price of gas soars over $4 a
gallon.

The truth is, I know there are plenty
of my colleagues on the other side of
the aisle who would support reasonable
bipartisan legislation to increase
American production of o0il here at
home.

Unfortunately, the Democrat leader-
ship controls the floor agenda, and the
same article notes that Democratic
leadership is terrified their Members
might actually support legislation that
would open up exploration in the deep
waters off our coasts or in ANWR.

It’s time for the Speaker to let the
Members of this body do their job and
represent their constituents’ desires
and drill for American oil.
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When will the Speaker’s office hear
the cries from the American public?

————

MEDICARE

(Ms. CASTOR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1

minute.)
Ms. CASTOR. Mr. Speaker, we’'ve
been working diligently to improve

Medicare for America’s seniors. In fact,
on June 24, the Democratic-led House
of Representatives passed by a large bi-
partisan margin, 355-59, critical Medi-
care legislation. Unfortunately, it’s
being blocked by the White House and
Republicans across the Capitol.

I urge the White House and Repub-
licans in the other body to stop siding
with private health insurance compa-
nies and, instead, join us in standing
up for families who rely on Medicare.

Our Medicare bill is critical to the
health of our neighbors. It helps ensure
that seniors have access to high qual-
ity health care and the doctor of their
choice.

Health care for our military families
and retirees is also linked to our Medi-
care bill, and the Military Officers As-
sociation is calling on the White House
and Republicans to end their opposi-
tion.

Our legislation cuts overpayments
and wasteful subsidies to private man-
aged-care insurance companies and re-
directs these resources to where they
belong: the health of our seniors.

———

IT’S TIME FOR REAL SOLUTIONS,
NOT MORE BROKEN PROMISES
FROM THE DEMOCRATS

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, more than 2
years ago, then-Minority Leader NANCY
PELOSI promised the American people
that Democrats had a ‘‘commonsense
plan to lower gas prices.” Well, we're
now over $4 a gallon, up more than 76
percent since Democrats took Con-
gress. It’s clear that plan never mate-
rialized.

American families, truck drivers, and
small business owners deserve action
from Washington, not more broken
Democrat promises. They deserve real
solutions, and that’s exactly what we
Republicans have to offer, initiatives
that will make us less dependent on
foreign Nations for energy, will create
jobs here at home, and will grow the
American economy.

In order to put us on a path to energy
independence, we must increase the
production of our vast amount of re-
sources in an environmentally sound
manner, while encouraging conserva-
tion. We must continue to invest in re-
newable energy resources. We must
also increase our nuclear capacity, too.

It’s time for real solutions, Mr.
Speaker, not more broken promises
from the Democrats.
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RISING COST OF FOOD

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, this
fall, the rising cost of food will be felt
by schools from Massachusetts to Ha-
waii, an impact that will severely
strain the budgets of school districts
across this great land.

Today, Chairman GEORGE MILLER and
the Education and Labor Committee
will hold a hearing on the rising cost of
food and the impact on the school meal
programs. Sadly, healthier food choices
may be scrapped for cheaper, less nu-
tritious food. After-school meal pro-
grams may be scaled back or elimi-
nated. Our kids will pay the price.

There is no easy answer to this prob-
lem, but we can all agree that we can-
not let this food price crisis result in
our school-aged children going without
food simply because school districts
are struggling with these rising prices.

I commend Chairman MILLER for
holding this hearing, and I look for-
ward to working with him on this im-
portant issue.

———
LET’S TAKE ACTION

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, it’s
good to be back. I had a wonderful
week in my Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict in Tennessee, a great district that
has rural areas, suburban and metro-
politan areas. And everywhere I went,
people were saying: What is Congress
going to do right now to get the price
down at the pump?

Well, my constituents know this af-
fects every family every day, the price
at the pump. They also know it is an
energy independence issue, and yes, in-
deed, they do know that this is an issue
of national security.

Yet the Democrat leadership of this
House doesn’t want to do one thing on
debating this issue. Well, we have some
bills that are in there.

How about, Mr. Speaker, if we debate
H.R. 3089, a bill to promote domestic
oil, natural gas, and nuclear energy
production? Or there’s H.R. 5984, to
offer incentives for clean energy pro-
duction and energy efficiency?

The Democrat solution seems to be
simple and ill-advised: just drive a
smaller car, take the bus, or walk if
you can.

These may not be bad things, but
they are often impossible for Ten-
nesseans in my Seventh Congressional
District. They want real solutions now.

———

BIG OIL DOESN'T NEED MORE
LAND TO DRILL—THEY SHOULD
USE IT OR LOSE IT

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, Ameri-
cans continue to suffer pain at the gas
pump due to 7 years of missed opportu-
nities and outdated policies. President
Bush’s energy strategy was literally
written by the o0il companies—give
more public resources to the same oil
companies that are raking in record
profits while Americans are reeling
from record prices.

Every day we hear House Repub-
licans demanding the need for more do-
mestic drilling in order to reduce gas
prices. What we don’t hear is anyone
on that side of the aisle demanding
that Big Oil drill on the 68 million
acres of land they are sitting on, refus-
ing to develop.

Legislation on the floor today will
force those o0il companies to produce
oil and gas or diligently develop the 68
million acres of public land they al-
ready have, otherwise they will lose
the leases. Experts estimate that these
reserves could produce an additional 4.8
million barrels of oil.

———

THE COOPER-WOLF SAFE COMMIS-
SION: A BIPARTISAN SOLUTION

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-

marks.)
Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, the German pastor who

stood up to the Nazis, said, ‘“The ulti-
mate test of a moral society is the kind
of world that it leaves to its children.”
And this Congress is failing to serve
the American people and failing to
serve our children.

We have more than $53 trillion in un-
funded liabilities and $9 trillion of
debt. China, who violates human rights
and religious freedom, holds our debt.
The Saudis, who fund radical
Wahhabism all over the world, hold our
debt.

Standard and Poor’s Investment
Service predicts loss of AAA bond rat-
ing as early as the year 2012.

Is this bleak scenario what the 110th
Congress wants to leave our children
and grandchildren? If the ultimate test
of a moral society is the kind of world
it leaves to its children and grand-
children, this Congress is failing miser-
ably.

Congressman COOPER and I have a
bill, the SAFE Commission Act that
has 105 cosponsors, that would put ev-
erything on the table, entitlements and
tax policies, in order to rein in Federal
spending. If we could come together,
both sides of the aisle, we can ensure
that our children and our grand-
children don’t have to worry about the
day when China and Saudi Arabia de-
cide to call in our debt.

ENERGY POLICY
(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
it’s amusing to listen to my friends on
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the other side of the aisle decrying
Democrats as somehow responsible for
the problem of the current high energy
prices.

The fact is our friends on the Repub-
lican side controlled everything, by
and large, for the last 7 years. They
passed an energy bill in 2005 which was
a perfect energy bill for the 1950s.

Nothing that they are proposing in
terms of draining America dry by open-
ing up more drilling is going to make
any difference for 8 to 20 years, accord-
ing to all the experts, and oil compa-
nies already have 68 million acres
available for exploration now that
we’re encouraging them to use.

It’s interesting that after the Repub-
licans blocked even a study of im-
proved fuel efficiency standards for our
vehicles, the Democrats for the first
time in 30 years have improved those
efficiency standards. We’re stopping
Government competition with the oil
companies by suspending Federal pur-
chase of oil for the Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve. We had to pass legisla-
tion to force the administration to do
that.

Now, we’re looking at squeezing spec-
ulators a little bit, and there are a
range of choices to help commuters
compete now.

It is time for us to talk homnestly
about the options and what’s going to
make a difference, not pretending that
turning our energy future over to oil
companies will make any difference in
price or supply for years to come.

———

FLUOR’S IMPACT IN THE
GREENVILLE COMMUNITY

(Mr. INGLIS of South Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. INGLIS of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, you know, there’s plenty of
economic bad news around, coupled
here and there, and we’ve had our share
of those in the upstate of South Caro-
lina, but there’s also some bright spots,
and those are very much worth cele-
brating.

Fluor Corporation’s employment in
Greenville, South Carolina, has gone
from 2,500 in 2003 to 5,400 today. An ad-
ditional 3,200 project-based workers
help in projects around Greenville.
Fluor is currently looking for 2- to 300
engineers to come help with significant
new projects that they’ve won all
around the world.

In fact, their growth has been so sig-
nificant they’ve been a major cause of
the drop in the vacancy rate in class A
office space in downtown Greenville,
going from 24 percent down to 11.9 per-
cent in the central business district.

That’s impressive, Mr. Speaker. It’s
worth celebrating, and especially
worth celebrating is the fact that
Fluor will now be taking over the con-
tract at the Savannah River Site,
where for 50 years, we’ve been pro-
ducing and storing tritium, a radio-
active isotope of hydrogen that will
give us the opportunity to learn how to
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store hydrogen and break through to a
hydrogen economy.

THE ENERGY DEBATE

(Mrs. BACHMANN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I ac-
tually think that we’re at a refreshing
point of clarity in the energy debate,
because the one thing that we have
learned is the only thing standing be-
tween the American people and lower
energy prices at the pump is the Demo-
crat-controlled Congress.

They’ve made their position very
clear. It is drive less and pay more. Or,
as we heard yesterday, drive small cars
and wait for the wind. Or, the other
suggestion we’ve heard is the Congress
has done such a wonderful job running
a railroad, now let’s have Congress
take over the energy industry and we
can run that, too.

It’s only been in the last 18 months
that we have seen energy prices in-
crease a dramatic 76 percent. At 9 per-
cent approval rating, I don’t think
we’re hearing a clamoring from the
American people for Congress to take
over and run anything.

The Republican Party now has be-
come the party of the little guy. We
want to open up energy exploration,
permit expediting so that we can get
this online. We don’t have to wait 20
years. That’s Congress that caused
those barriers. Congress can unlock
those barriers and bring clarity back to
the issue.

0 1045
ENERGY CRISIS

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, here is
the problem: When President Bush
took over as President the price of a
barrel of crude oil was $23. When the
Democrats became the majority, the
price of a barrel of crude oil was $58.
Today, it’s hovering around $140 per
barrel of crude oil. All we’re trying to
do on this side is bring forth some solu-
tions. We’re doing that today with a
discharge petition on one such tech-
nology, coal-to-liquid technologies,
H.R. 2208. It’s not my bill. It’s my Dem-
ocrat colleague, RICK BOUCHER’S, bill.

The United States has the largest
coal reserves in the world, 250 billion
tons of recoverable coal. China has in-
vested $24 billion in coal-to-liquid tech-
nologies. We, in the United States,
have invested zero. The largest re-
serves, zero investments.

This is how it works: We operate a
U.S. coal mine, U.S. jobs. We build a
coal-to-liquid refinery, U.S. jobs. We
have liquid fuel to compete with crude
oil fuel, we pipe it in a pipeline, U.S.
jobs. We go to our aviation industry
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with jet fuel. All these budget airlines
are going broke because of high cost
fuels. This is ‘‘a” solution, not one, but
one of many.

———————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 5811, ELECTRONIC MES-
SAGE PRESERVATION ACT

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Mr. Speak-
er, by direction of the Committee on
Rules, I call up House Resolution 1318
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1318

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order to consider in
the House the bill (H.R. 5811) to amend title
44, United States Code, to require preserva-
tion of certain electronic records by Federal
agencies, to require a certification and re-
ports relating to Presidential records, and
for other purposes. All points of order
against consideration of the bill are waived
except those arising under clause 9 or 10 of
rule XXI. The amendment in the nature of a
substitute recommended by the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform now
printed in the bill shall be considered as
adopted. The bill, as amended, shall be con-
sidered as read. All points of order against
provisions of the bill, as amended, are
waived. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill, as amended, to
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept: (1) one hour of debate equally divided
and controlled by the chairman and ranking
minority member of the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform; and (2) one
motion to recommit with or without instruc-
tions.

SEC. 2. During consideration of H.R. 5811
pursuant to this resolution, notwithstanding
the operation of the previous question, the
Chair may postpone further consideration of
the bill to such time as may be designated by
the Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HOLDEN). The gentleman from Vermont
is recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Mr. Speak-
er, for the purpose of debate only, I
yield the customary 30 minutes to my
good friend, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART). All
time yielded during consideration of
the rule is for debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and insert extraneous materials
into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Vermont?

There was no objection.

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 1318 provides a
closed rule for consideration of H.R.
5811, the Electronic Message Preserva-
tion Act. The resolution, as you know,
provides 1 hour of debate controlled by
the Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform. The rule makes no
amendments in order because no
amendments were submitted for con-
sideration.
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H.R. 5811 is an important bill intro-
duced by Chairman WAXMAN that mod-
ernizes the requirements of the Presi-
dential Records Act and Federal
Records Act to ensure that vital gov-
ernment records are preserved for his-
torical posterity.

The Electronic Message Preservation
Act will make certain that we retain
important Presidential records by di-
recting the Archivist to establish
standards for the capture, manage-
ment, and preservation of White House
and Federal agency e-mails. The Archi-
vist of the U.S. will set new standards
for tracking Federal e-mail records and
annually will certify whether the
records management controls put in
place by the President meet those
standards and comply with the act.

The bill will protect American his-
tory so that we will not lose important
records in an antiquated record system
that exists now, but it will also guide
and enforce document retention poli-
cies within the executive branch.

The bill is very necessary. Through
its investigations, the Oversight and
Government Reform Committee dis-
covered that in one instance the cur-
rent White House had lost hundreds of
days of e-mail, and in other instances
allowed numerous White House offi-
cials, including Senior Advisor Karl
Rove, to use Republican National Com-
mittee e-mail accounts for government
business—improper, obviously. E-mails
sent by White House officials over
these RNC accounts related to official
government business, and potentially
hundreds of thousands of these e-mails
have been destroyed.

In addition, the White House did
grossly mismanage its own e-mail
records and ignored concerns that were
raised not by Congress, but by the Na-
tional Archives, about the way it was
storing e-mails.

Further, the current print-and-file
record retention systems are both un-
reliable and not in step with modern
advances in technology. For example,
when President Bush came into office,
the White House had an automated sys-
tem in place for archiving e-mails, but
in 2002, the White House decided to
abandon this archiving system and re-
place it with an ad hoc manual system,
doing so in an electronic age. White
House officials were warned by the
technical staff of their own White
House staff and by National Archives
that this ad hoc manual system for
managing e-mails presented an obvious
threat and serious threat of losing
records. And the White House’s own
technical expert said the system was,
to use the word of that expert, “‘primi-
tive”” and carried a high risk that
“data would be lost.” Yet, despite
these warnings, the White House has
still not put into place a reliable, up-
to-date system for preserving e-mails.

This bill will change that. It will re-
quire the Archivist to establish specific
standards for the management and
preservation of electronic messages, in-
cluding the capability to retrieve mes-
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sages through electronic searches.
These standards will help prevent a sit-
uation like what is happening under
this administration. H.R. 5811 directs e-
mail records to be stored electronically
and removes ambiguity in the current
law that was established before we
even had e-mail.

The bill and the manager’s amend-
ment were approved by voice vote in
the committee because it is timely and
it’s necessary. I urge the passage and a
‘“‘yes’ vote on the rule.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
thank my good friend, the gentleman
from Vermont (Mr. WELCH), for the
time; and I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

During an interview last week, the
distinguished majority leader, Mr.
HOYER, said that he is opposed to a
lame-duck session, and that he is com-
mitted to adjournment sine die by the
previously announced date of Sep-
tember 26. If the majority decides to
follow that commitment to adjourn the
110th Congress on September 26, then
Congress has only 7 weeks of session
left to complete its work for the year.

And so as Congress begins its last 7
weeks of work before recessing, what
important pieces of legislation are at
the top of the majority’s priority list?
Well, maybe it’s passing the 12 appro-
priations bills before the end of the fis-
cal year, or maybe energy legislation
to deal with the record gasoline prices
consumers are paying each day. No,
Mr. Speaker, they’ve decided that
those problems can wait for another
day, for another Congress. Instead,
their legislative priorities are to des-
ignate a 600-mile historic trail and to
require preservation of electronic
records.

I spent most of last week meeting
and speaking with constituents in my
district about the issues that matter to
them; and, Mr. Speaker, no one men-
tioned anything closely related to
these two bills. These bills may be im-
portant in their own right, but there
certainly are other issues that are
much more pressing issues that we
should be debating, that we should be
dealing with.

When Americans are paying over $4
per gallon for gasoline, we should be
working on legislation to lower gaso-
line, increasing domestic energy explo-
ration, and reducing our reliance on
unstable foreign energy. France pro-
duces approximately 80 percent of its
electricity from nuclear power, and yet
the United States has not built a new
nuclear plant in about 30 years.

Why does the majority refuse to con-
sider legislation to deal with our en-
ergy and other serious problems? Ac-
cording to an article published in the
newspaper The Hill on Tuesday, the
majority, and I quote, ‘‘has scrubbed
the floor schedule of the energy legisla-
tion that it vowed to tackle after the
Fourth of July recess.”
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Why doesn’t the majority schedule
energy legislation for debate? Maybe
it’s because they don’t have a real
plan. If you read the rest of The Hill
article, you find out what a Demo-
cratic aid called the majority’s plan:
“Right now, our strategy on gas prices
is to drive small cars and wait for the
wind.” That’s most unfortunate. That
“non-plan” ignores the urgent call of
Americans for Congress to pass serious
energy legislation.

I know the majority will claim that
they expect to take up energy legisla-
tion soon and the committees of juris-
diction are considering possible legisla-
tion, but they already pulled legisla-
tion they expected to consider after the
July 4 recess, and we still have to con-
sider 12 appropriations bills, housing
legislation, the Medicare payment fix
for physicians, an alternative min-
imum tax fix, and numerous conference
reports. That doesn’t leave much time
for energy legislation. Maybe if the
majority had different priorities, we
would be considering energy legislation
today instead of legislation designating
a 600-mile historic trail and legislation
requiring promulgation of regulations
to preserve electronic records.

I wish to take this occasion to con-
gratulate the majority on breaking
their own record of most closed rules.
The proposed rule we are considering
now marks the 59th closed rule of this
Congress, the most of any Congress in
the history of the Nation. It didn’t
have to be that way.

Before the new majority took over
control of the House they laid out their
promises for a more civil, more open,
and more transparent House in a docu-
ment entitled ‘“The New Direction for
America.” The document provides
clear guidelines for how legislation
should move through the House. One of
the promises made in the document is
that ‘‘bills should generally come to
the floor under a procedure that allows
open, full and fair debate, consisting of
a full amendment process that grants
the minority the right to offer its al-
ternative, including a substitute,” yet
here we are with a closed process that
doesn’t allow Members from either
party the ability to offer amendments.

The majority continues to break
their promise on allowing an open, full,
and fair debate and their promise to
consider energy legislation after the
July 4 recess. So much for their prom-
ises.

ENERGY BILL OUT OF GAS
(By Jared Allen and Mike Soraghan)

House Democrats are in a bind on the focal
point of their energy plan.

Worried that a floor vote on any energy-re-
lated measure would trigger a Republican-
forced vote on domestic drilling, the leader-
ship has scrubbed the floor schedule of the
energy legislation that it vowed to tackle
after the Fourth of July recess.

Just before leaving for their districts, a
number of House Democrats called a press
conference to declare victory on a number of
energy bills—including overwhelming pas-
sage of a bill to rein in excessive oil market
speculation.
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Democrats declared victory on a bill they
failed to pass on the suspension calendar—
their ‘‘use it or lose it bill”’ to force energy
companies to either start drilling on their
federally leased land or give it back—saying
they had put 176 Republicans on record as
siding with the o0il companies over con-
sumers.

And they vowed that the bill, the center-
piece of their energy message, would be
back.

“We’ve taken some bold steps this week,
and we’re going to build on that [after re-
cess] with the bills we take up,”” Democratic
Caucus Vice Chairman John Larson (Conn.)
said at the press conference.

But, as of Monday afternoon, neither ‘‘use
it or lose it’’ nor any other energy measure
had been scheduled for floor action this
week.

Democrats said they were simply taking a
different approach to passing their top en-
ergy-related priorities.

Nadeam Elshami, spokesman for House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), said energy
activity this week is taking place at the
committee level, noting that there are four
hearings planned on the issue of speculation
in oil trading.

“Different members have different ideas,”
Elshami said. ‘““We’ll bring forward the best
piece of legislation based on the rec-
ommendations and hearings we are having
this week.”

Republicans pounced, saying Democrats
were backtracking after realizing they would
be unable to defeat a Republican vote on in-
creased domestic oil drilling in new areas.

“It’s panic time for Democrats,” said a
senior Republican aide. ‘“‘They are on the
wrong side of three-quarters of the American
people who support increased production of
American-made energy.”’

While Democrats were in their districts ad-
vocating their plans to end gas price-
gouging, rein in speculation, pass ‘‘use it or
lose it”” and even call for President Bush to
release millions of barrels of crude oil from
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR), Re-
publicans were touting polls showing that a
healthy majority of Americans now support
increased domestic energy production.

That is proving to be a particular concern
for Democrats in that any non-suspension-
calendar energy vote would be subject to a
Republican alternative, almost certainly
calling for offshore and Arctic drilling, that
would very likely pass.

“If we could send deepwater drilling over,
it would pass the Senate,” said a Republican
leadership aide, highlighting just how much
an energy vote could backfire on Democrats.

A senior Democratic leadership aide ac-
knowledged this week that there are plenty
of members of the majority caucus ‘‘who
want to drill and want to drill where Repub-
licans want to drill.”

Even if Democratic leaders could beat back
a GOP motion on drilling, the vote could be
used as political ammunition against their
vulnerable members this fall.

The Democratic setbacks come after they
scored a political victory this spring when
they overwhelmingly passed an SPR bill over
initial White House objections. But Repub-
licans now claim they have the upper hand,
noting that Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) is
citing drilling repeatedly on the campaign
trail.

Further complicating matters for Demo-
crats is the growing number of pro-drilling
Democrats who are becoming increasingly
worried that voters might throw them in
with their anti-drilling leadership.

One pro-drilling Democrat predicted that
the backlash against Congress for gas prices
could rival the outrage voters felt about the
Jack Abramoff lobbying scandal.
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Another, Rep. Charlie Melancon (D-La.), is
frustrated at not being listened to.

“My concern with my leadership is that
they’re not letting all the people in the room
to present the facts,” said Melancon, a pro-
ponent of more offshore drilling. ‘“Where are
all the pro-oil legislators? I'm not in the
room. I don’t know who is. My feeling is we
are not being all-inclusive to pass legislation
that can get through the Senate and avoid a
veto.”

For now, though, there will be no legisla-
tion to pass, as the only energy-related ac-
tion this week will occur at the committee
level.

Republicans may try to continue a strat-
egy they demonstrated before recess by forc-
ing drilling votes as energy amendments to
bills being considered at the committee
level, including appropriations bills.

And Republicans may go one step further
by trying to get amendments added to the
energy and water appropriations bill, a like-
ly contender to see the floor this week.

“We’re going to demand a pro-production
energy vote before Congress goes home for
the month of August,” said House Repub-
lican Conference Chairman Adam Putnam
(Fla.). “We’ve tried to highlight efforts to
solve America’s energy problem a thousand
ways to Sunday, and [Democrats] keep pull-
ing them from committee, pulling them from
the floor and kicking the can down the
road.”

Exactly when Democrats will change their
present course and bring an energy bill to
the floor remains uncertain.

‘“Right now, our strategy on gas prices is
‘Drive small cars and wait for the wind,””
said a Democratic aide.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes
to the distinguished gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GOHMERT).

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, we’re
talking about e-mails. We're talking
about the rule on e-mails for Federal
agencies, for the White House. But the
truth is, the e-mails that keep coming
in are desperate. What we saw in the
last week were people running out of
gas in greater numbers than ever be-
fore.

The Democratic Party, the once
proud party, always talked in terms of
helping the little guys. The little guys
are suffering. The little guys are hurt-
ing. We’re losing union jobs because
our energy has gotten so expensive in
this country and we’re overtaxing some
of the people providing the jobs.

0 1100

Gas is going from $4 to $5, and this
Congress could make a huge difference,
and we’re talking about e-mails. The e-
mails say we need help, do something.
And we can. And I know that we have
some courageous Democratic friends
across the aisle that want to do some-
thing and could do something, but the
Democratic leadership seems vested in
this idea that really we won’t say it
publicly but $20 a gallon for gas would
be a good thing because people would
quit driving and that would save the
planet, not realizing when you tank an
economy, people quit caring about the
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environment, as they should, because
they’re worried about having food, hav-
ing shelter, taking care of their fami-
lies. And we could help them if we
bring the right bills to drill now, to
mine what we have.

Those of us who believe in God have
got to believe God is sitting there
going, Look at what all I gave you in
the way of natural resources. And yet
the last bill to come out of our Natural
Resources Committee this last month
was to put our last best source of ura-
nium off-limits for some made-up, con-
trived emergency that doesn’t exist. I
think the bill will end up being uncon-
stitutional, but it still shows we’re
still putting our resources off-limits.

If you’re worried about killing car-
ibou, we have seen that when we put a
warm pipeline out there in the middle
of the Alaskan wilderness area, then
the caribou thrive. They go mate
around the pipeline. We’re up over ten
times the number of caribou we used to
have. If you’re worried about killing
fish off the coast by drilling, we have
seen in Texas it creates artificial reefs,
and that’s where people go fish now.

We can help the people and the envi-
ronment if we will use what we have
got because in the years to come, the
archivists are going to come pull e-
mails and see that the number one con-
cern of people right now in this coun-
try was energy and all we wanted to
talk about was e-mails and scenic
trails when they haven’t got gasoline
to drive to those trails.

Let’s help Americans where they
need help. Let’s do the right thing.
Let’s work on energy and producing
what we have got.

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Mr. Speak-
er, I continue to reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes
to the distinguished gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. SHIMKUS).

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I want
to follow up with my colleague from
Texas since we are talking about e-
mails, and I, in essence, concur with
him. The number one message we are
getting back from our constituents is
high energy prices. And when the his-
torians go back to reclaim our files to
write some analysis on what this Con-
gress did at its hour of need and we
make sure they can pull our e-mails,
they are going to find us inundated
with ‘‘energy prices are too high,” and
then they’re going to look at the
record and ask, well, how did Congress
respond? And for the first 18 months of
this Congress, and we only have about
half a year left, we have done nothing.

This is the problem: $23 a barrel when
Bush came into office, $568 a barrel
when the Democrats assumed the ma-
jority. I didn’t check the market today
yet. As of yesterday, it was $140 a bar-
rel. What we are saying here is the
trend line is bad, and what we are say-
ing is the trend line is not sustainable
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if we want a middle class in this coun-
try, if we want people in rural America
to live in rural America.

In rural America I represent parts of
30 counties of Southern Illinois. We
have to drive many miles to get to
health care. We have to drive many
miles to get to our primary schools,
our secondary schools. We have to
drive big trucks because we’re hauling
seed, we’re hauling feed, we’re hauling
livestock. They’re working trucks.
They can’t operate on an electric en-
gine, a plug-in type of vehicle. Now,
that may be good for some parts of the
country. It’s not good for rural South-
ern Illinois.

So here we are on the floor just back
from a week at home, the 4th of July
break, thinking that it’s time to roll
up our sleeves and work to help address
the concerns because we know they are
going to take a while to fix. It’s not
like we can snap our finger. A lot of
times we get asked, what can we do im-
mediately? What can we do imme-
diately? One of the answers is to lower
the Federal gas tax. That’s something
we can do immediately. What is an-
other thing we can do immediately?
Well, the public has to conserve. The
individual has to do something imme-
diately, and they’re doing it. We are
driving fewer miles today but we’re
paying more. Does that make sense?
Drive less, pay more? That’s as bad as
drive small cars and wait for the wind.
The other policy is drive less, pay
more. That’s not a good energy policy.

So we’re ready to come back. We’re
ready to be open. We are ready to be
accessible. Compromise on this floor.
Bring some supply to the debate. Bring
some efficiency. Bring some renew-
ables. Let’s strike an agreement.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s time has expired.

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Mr. Speaker, I yield the gen-
tleman an additional 1 minute.

Mr. SHIMKUS. There is a great ex-
ample of that, Mr. Speaker. My friend
PETER ROSKAM from Chicago, he has a
bill called the Vision Act, which uses
the royalties of the Outer Continental
Shelf, uses the Federal money and then
plows it into renewables—solar, wind,
electric—because it’s all going to cost
money.

So here’s the problem. Here’s the so-
lution: The Outer Continental Shelf,
coal to liquid, solar, wind, renewable
fuels. All the above, that’s our policy.
American-made energy translates into
American-made jobs, which lowers
prices for everyone. And the point
should be made. It’s the middle class,
the lower middle class who are expo-
nentially harmed by higher energy
prices. They can’t afford the new tech-
nology. They can’t afford the new cars.
They have to buy the used car off the
lot that gets poor gas mileage because
they are trying to make ends meet.

We are on the right side of this issue.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s time has expired.
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Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Mr. Speaker, I yield the gen-
tleman 1 additional minute.

Mr. SHIMKUS. I thank my colleague.

Today, Mr. Speaker, another great
opportunity, and I will mention it in 1
minute. The United States has the
largest reserve of recoverable coal in
the world. Why not take that coal, cre-
ate United Mine Worker jobs recov-
ering the coal, build a coal-to-liquid re-
finery, turn that into jet fuel, gasoline,
diesel fuel, build it in the central part
of the country where the coal fields are
S0 it’s not disrupted by the storms in
the gulf coast, pump it to our airports
so that they have a competitive prod-
uct versus crude oil jet fuel so that we
don’t lose our budget airlines.

Four budget airlines have got bank-
rupt. Four budget airlines. That means
ticket takers, stewardesses, pilots, bag-
gage handlers now without a job. Why?
High energy costs. And we come to the
floor with a national historic trail and
protecting e-mails and 15 suspension
bills.

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Mr. Speak-
er, I continue to reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Again, I thank my friend from
Vermont for his courtesy in yielding
the time.

Mr. Speaker, Americans are now pay-
ing over $4 a gallon for gasoline; yet
the majority fails to bring legislation
to the floor to lower gas prices or de-
crease our dependence on foreign
sources of energy. It is time for the
House to debate ideas for lowering
prices at the pump and addressing the
skyrocketing cost of gasoline. So today
I urge my colleagues to vote with me
to defeat the previous question so this
House can finally consider real solu-
tions to rising energy costs. If the pre-
vious question is defeated, I will move
to amend the rule to allow for consid-
eration of H.R. 2208, the Coal-to-Liquid
Fuel Act. This legislation would en-
courage the use of clean coal-to-liquid
technology, authorizing the Secretary
of Energy to enter into loan agree-
ments with coal-to-liquid projects that
produce innovative transportation fuel.

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to insert the text of the amend-
ment and extraneous materials imme-
diately prior to the vote on the pre-
vious question.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Mr. Speaker, by voting ‘‘no”
on the previous question, Members can
take a stand against these high fuel
prices and for doing something about
them. I encourage a ‘‘no’’ vote on the
previous question.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself the balance of my
time, and I'm going to approach the po-
dium to use some charts.
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Mr. Speaker, this bill is about the
preservation of electronic records. The
debate has turned into a discussion of
our energy policy. And there are two
reasons why we would be discussing en-
ergy instead of the substance of the ac-
tual bill. One is that our friends on the
other side don’t have anything to say
about the importance of the preserva-
tion of electronic records. Two is they
want to use the opportunity of floor
time to make a case, their case, about
energy. I intend to respond to both of
those issues.

First of all, I want to go back to
what this legislation is about. It’s
about the preservation of the historical
record for the American people. It’s
also about the preservation of the
records of the administration so that
in the future when any Congress wants
to hold any President accountable,
there will be documentation of what
has happened in that administration.

It is extraordinarily important that
this Congress restore its constitutional
function of insisting on accountability
for the American people. We have three
branches of government, and one of
them has been asleep for the 6 years
going into the year 2006, and that was
Congress, the legislative representative
of the people of this country, who de-
mand and are entitled to account-
ability. If you do not have the preser-
vation of the records of their govern-
ment—these are not records belonging
to the President. They’re not records
that belong to the executive branch.
It’s not for them to decide ‘‘yes’ or
“no” that we will preserve these
records. This is a right of the American
people. It’s their property. And what
this electronic records preservation
does is say that you cannot use the
paper system that doesn’t work in an
electronic age in effect to conceal from
the American people what you did. It is
overdue. And to take this debate and
inject into it another topic, as impor-
tant as energy is, is to trivialize the
fundamentally important responsi-
bility that this Congress has to the
American people to restore oversight
and accountability.

This government has make enormous
mistakes and justified them by con-
cealing information from the American
people. What do you need to know
more than what happened in the path-
way to the war in Iraq? If the truth had
been out there for the American people
and for many in this body to know
what the President knew and when the
President knew it, what the adminis-
tration knew and when they knew it,
we would not be in this catastrophe for
the American people called the war in
Iraq.

So this legislation that says that e-
mail records are going to be restored
and retained electronically is of pro-
found constitutional importance to the
continuation of Congress in its role as
the overseer and protector of the
American record and the American
taxpayer. So on its merits, this legisla-
tion should be considered as of absolute
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vital importance to the people of this
country. And we have heard no objec-
tions, and, indeed, this legislation was
passed by voice vote.

Now, since the issue was raised, since
the debate on this profoundly impor-
tant question of constitutional over-
sight has been hijacked to turn it into
an energy debate where it really
doesn’t belong, I am nevertheless going
to respond to the arguments.
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You start by this proposition. Im-
plicit in many of the arguments that
my friends on the other side made was
that those of us on the Democratic side
somehow don’t understand the pain
that the American consumer is experi-
encing with these record high gas
prices.

I have got to just speak about
Vermont. What I hear about from
Vermonters is fear. I've never heard
this. And gas prices are tough. They
are trying to figure out how to get
from here to there and pay for it.
They’ve got cars that they don’t get
great mileage. They are doubling up.
They are doing what they can. But,
bottom line, the thing they are terri-
fied about and they have real anxiety
is how are they going to heat their
homes next year.

We have to heat our homes there.
And, folks, when they see that gas de-
livery truck show up, and last year it
was like $2.50 a gallon, it’s going to be
$56 a gallon next year, and these fami-
lies don’t have the money to pay $1,000,
$1,500, $2,000 to fill up a tank. They
don’t know what they’re going to do.
And we are going to see Vermonters
who are doubling up. Generations are
going to be living together because
they don’t know how they are going to
pay that bill.

So, believe me, there’s not a single
Member in this House, Republican or
Democrat, who doesn’t profoundly un-
derstand the impact that this is having
on everyday people, on our small busi-
nesses, on our economy.

So we can go back and forth with the
accusations and we can go back and
forth with the slogans, or we can ac-
knowledge the obvious. The obvious is
we have to do everything that we can
in the short term to try to bring relief
at the pump, to try to bring pressure
off the small business and the con-
sumer. Anything in the short-term
that we can do, we should do, and we
should do it together. But we also have
to move to a long-term energy policy
that no longer allows oil to have an
iron grip on our future. That is what
Americans know.

Short-term, what are some of the
things we can do? We have done them.
We stopped filling up the Strategic Pe-
troleum Reserve. It will reduce demand
by 70,000 to 90,000 barrels a day. Second,
we are considering legislation for the
oil companies to use the leases they
have, or lose them.

There’s this debate about bringing
production online. Obviously, supply is

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

an issue here. In the world, we pump
about 86 billion barrels a day. We con-
sume about 87 billion barrels a day.
But the fact is that the slogans that I
am hearing about just opening up other
offshore areas in ANWR totally ignores
the current reality, and that is that
the oil companies, that are very good
at what they do, have leases, existing
leases that they pay good money on, on
68 million acres of land. That land,
their leases, their leases exceed by 2%
times the area of the State of Ohio, the
Minority Leader BOEHNER’s district; 2
times the State of Illinois; 2% times
the size of Pennsylvania. These are
leases on Federal lands, onshore and
offshore.

What are the oil companies doing?
Not much. They are producing oil on a
fraction of the leaseholds that they
have.

Mr. SHIMKUS. Would the gentleman
yield?

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. No, I won’t.

In reality, if there was full produc-
tion on all the areas under lease, it
could produce 4.8 million barrels of oil
a day.

Mr. SHIMKUS. Would the gentleman
yield for debate on these lease issues?

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. I am going
to take my time. Thank you.

Mr. SHIMKUS. So you don’t want to
debate the lease issue.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Vermont controls the
time.

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.

That could produce 4.8 million bar-
rels of oil a day. Yet the oil companies
are not drilling where they have leases
to do so. Instead, we are turning this
argument into the prospect that we
may be able to drill in the future on
other places where there aren’t leases,
waiving away what will be the long-
term problems of trying to make that
come online, and the fact that it would
probably save about a penny and a half
a gallon in 10 to 20 years. That is not
fair, direct honesty in the debate for
the American people.

Mr. SHIMKUS. Would the gentleman
yield to debate? You are talking about
debate.

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. I thank the
gentleman, but I intend to finish. I
control the time.

Mr. SHIMKUS. So you don’t want to
debate the lease issue.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Vermont controls the
time.

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. So what do
we have? We have a situation where
the o0il companies are not drilling
where they can, and we are saying to
them, Drill where you can. We also
have a situation where the oil compa-
nies, the longer they wait, the more
they make. If you’re sitting on leases
and oil in the ground, under the sea
was $35 a barrel when you bid that
lease, then it went to $75, then it went
to $100, and now it’s $140 a barrel,
you’re making money just having that
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in the bank. So the oil companies, the
longer they wait, the more they make.

We know that oil company profits
are exploding.

Mr. SHIMKUS. Would the gentleman
debate the oil profits issue? Will you
debate me on the energy debate?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Illinois is not recognized.
The gentleman from Vermont controls
the time.

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.

The o0il companies have made $125
billion. Record profits again this year.
How are they spending that money?
Are they investing in refineries, are
they investing it in renewable energy,
are they investing in drilling rigs or
offshore facilities to drill in those
areas? No. They are buying back their
stock.

The oil companies, energy producers,
should be part of the solution, and they
should be using the technical ability
that they have, the extraordinary
skills that they have and the extraor-
dinary profits that they have to help us
find a way to an energy independent fu-
ture, and it’s not happening.

We know that, bottom line, every-
thing we can do short-term, we can do,
but the idea that we can do instantly
something is a stretch. But what we
can do, we should do.

On speculation, we are considering
legislation now, and as we speak, the
Chair of the Agriculture Committee,
Mr. PETERSON, is conducting 3 days of
hearings to try to squeeze the specu-
lator instead of having the speculators
squeeze us; on not filling up the Stra-
tegic Petroleum Reserve and topping it
off.

I am demanding of the oil companies
that they start producing oil in those
68 million acres where they actually
have leases and the right to be pro-
ducing that oil. They could produce 4.8
million barrels of oil a day. Do you
know what we produce domestically
right now? Five million barrels of oil a
day. It could lead to a doubling of the
production.

So the fact is there are things that
can be done that we are promoting that
they be done aggressively. We are in-
sisting that the oil companies be ac-
countable to use and produce on the
leases that they have, yet they refuse
to do it. And we have been consistently
and aggressively moving for a new en-
ergy policy that is going to create
green jobs, that is going to give us
much greater independence in foreign
affairs, and is going to help us clean up
our environment.

A confident nation is one that faces
directly the problems that it has. And
when it comes to the question of en-
ergy, what symbolized for me the en-
ergy policy that this country has had
was a front page picture of the Presi-
dent of the United States, hand-in-
hand with King Abdullah of Saudi Ara-
bia as they were about to go into a
meeting. In the custom of the Arab
States, they walked into that holding
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hands. The purpose of that meeting
was for the President of the United
States, the greatest country on Earth,
to implore the King to increase produc-
tion of oil.

You know what? A confident nation,
a nation that takes on the challenge of
solving its own problems, does not go
hat in hand to others and ask them,
who are not our friends, incidentally,
to solve our problems. We take that
challenge on ourselves. We take it on
because it’s our responsibility. We also
take it on because we know that in the
doing of it, we are going to create jobs,
clean our environment, and give us
much more latitude in foreign policy.

So this debate on energy, misplaced
as it is in this matter of electronic
records and restoring the responsibility
of Congress to the American people to
conduct oversight and to preserve a
historical record, important as that is,
the argument on energy, the question
of energy is the profound question that
this country faces economically for the
next generation, and the challenge will
be whether we are willing to face that
squarely and take it upon ourselves to
solve our problems, or we are going to
continue to be dependent on oil compa-
nies that have not played on behalf of
the American people and on foreign
countries that are not our friends; Ven-
ezuela, Middle East States, Russia. We
have to take on this challenge our-
selves.

Mr. Speaker, I will just close by say-
ing, going back to this bill, that it’s an
extraordinarily important bill, not just
so that we can preserve records, but
that we in Congress can restore con-
fidence to the American people that we
are a cop on the beat.

This bill makes significant and long
overdue changes to document retention
systems that were outdated and ineffi-
cient. The vast amount of government
business that is currently conducted
over e-mail requires that we update the
law regulating record retention. Gov-
ernment e-mails should not be deleted
or destroyed, as they are as important
in revealing to the public and histo-
rians as paper documents, and we all
know that.

Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘‘yes’” vote on
the previous question and on the rule.

The material previously referred to
by Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida
is as follows:

AMENDMENT TO H. RES. 1318 OFFERED BY MR.
LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART OF FLORIDA

At the end of the resolution, add the fol-
lowing:

SEC. 3. Immediately upon the adoption of
this resolution the House shall, without
intervention of any point of order, consider
in the House the bill (H.R. 2208) to provide
for a standby loan program for certain coal-
to-liquid projects. All points of order against
the bill are waived. The bill shall be consid-
ered as read. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill and any
amendment thereto to final passage without
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of
debate on the bill equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking member
of the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
and the chairman and ranking member of
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the Committee on Science and Technology;
and (2) an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute if offered by Representative Dingell
of Michigan or his designee, which shall be
considered as read and shall be separately
debatable for 40 minutes equally divided and
controlled by the proponent and an oppo-
nent; and (3) one motion to recommit with or
without instructions.

(The information contained herein was
provided by Democratic Minority on mul-
tiple occasions throughout the 109th Con-
gress.)

THE VOTE ON THE PREVIOUS QUESTION: WHAT

IT REALLY MEANS

This vote, the vote on whether to order the
previous question on a special rule, is not
merely a procedural vote. A vote against or-
dering the previous question is a vote
against the Democratic majority agenda and
a vote to allow the opposition, at least for
the moment, to offer an alternative plan. It
is a vote about what the House should be de-
bating.

Mr. Clarence Cannon’s Precedents of the
House of Representatives, (VI, 308-311) de-
scribes the vote on the previous question on
the rule as ‘“‘a motion to direct or control the
consideration of the subject before the House
being made by the Member in charge.”” To
defeat the previous question is to give the
opposition a chance to decide the subject be-
fore the House. Cannon cites the Speaker’s
ruling of January 13, 1920, to the effect that
“‘the refusal of the House to sustain the de-
mand for the previous question passes the
control of the resolution to the opposition”
in order to offer an amendment. On March
15, 1909, a member of the majority party of-
fered a rule resolution. The House defeated
the previous question and a member of the
opposition rose to a parliamentary inquiry,
asking who was entitled to recognition.
Speaker Joseph G. Cannon (R-Illinois) said:
““The previous question having been refused,
the gentleman from New York, Mr. Fitz-
gerald, who had asked the gentleman to
yield to him for an amendment, is entitled to
the first recognition.”’

Because the vote today may look bad for
the Democratic majority they will say ‘‘the
vote on the previous question is simply a
vote on whether to proceed to an immediate
vote on adopting the resolution . . . [and] has
no substantive legislative or policy implica-
tions whatsoever.” But that is not what they
have always said. Listen to the definition of
the previous question used in the Floor Pro-
cedures Manual published by the Rules Com-
mittee in the 109th Congress, (page 56).
Here’s how the Rules Committee described
the rule using information from Congres-
sional Quarterly’s ‘‘American Congressional
Dictionary’’: “If the previous question is de-
feated, control of debate shifts to the leading
opposition member (usually the minority
Floor Manager) who then manages an hour
of debate and may offer a germane amend-
ment to the pending business.”’

Deschler’s Procedure in the U.S. House of
Representatives, the subchapter titled
“Amending Special Rules’ states: ‘‘a refusal
to order the previous question on such a rule
[a special rule reported from the Committee
on Rules] opens the resolution to amend-
ment and further debate.”” (Chapter 21, sec-
tion 21.2) Section 21.3 continues: Upon rejec-
tion of the motion for the previous question
on a resolution reported from the Committee
on Rules, control shifts to the Member lead-
ing the opposition to the previous question,
who may offer a proper amendment or mo-
tion and who controls the time for debate
thereon.”

Clearly, the vote on the previous question
on a rule does have substantive policy impli-
cations. It is one of the only available tools
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for those who oppose the Democratic major-
ity’s agenda and allows those with alter-
native views the opportunity to offer an al-
ternative plan.

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. I yield back
the balance of my time, and I move the
previous question on the resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on ordering the previous
question.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.

RECORDED VOTE

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Mr. Speak-
er, I demand a recorded vote.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

——————

PENSION PROTECTION TECHNICAL
CORRECTIONS ACT OF 2008

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 6382) to make technical correc-
tions related to the Pension Protection
Act of 2006, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 6382

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; REFERENCES TO ACTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘““Pension Protection Technical Correc-
tions Act of 2008,

(b) REFERENCES TO AcCTS.—For purposes of
this Act:

(1) AMENDMENT OF 1986 CODE.—The term
1986 Code” means the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986.

(2) AMENDMENT OF ERISA.—The term
“ERISA” means the Employee Retirement
Income Security Act of 1974.

(3) 2006 AcT.—The term ‘2006 Act’” means
the Pension Protection Act of 2006.

TITLE I—TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS RE-
LATED TO THE PENSION PROTECTION
ACT OF 2006

SEC. 101. AMENDMENTS RELATED TO TITLE I.

(a) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTIONS 101
AND 111.—

(1) AMENDMENTS TO ERISA.—

(A) Clause (i) of section 302(c)(1)(A) of
ERISA is amended by striking ‘‘the plan is”’
and inserting ‘‘the plan are’’.

(B) Section 302(c)(7) of ERISA is amended
by inserting ‘‘which reduces the accrued ben-
efit of any participant” after ‘‘subsection
(d)(2)”’ in subparagraph (A).

(C) Section 302(d)(1) of ERISA is amended
by striking ‘¢, the valuation date,”’.
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(2) AMENDMENTS TO 1986 CODE.—

(A) Clause (i) of section 412(c)(1)(A) of the
1986 Code is amended by striking ‘‘the plan
is” and inserting ‘‘the plan are’’.

(B) Section 412(c)(7) of the 1986 Code is
amended by inserting ‘‘which reduces the ac-
crued benefit of any participant’ after ‘‘sub-
section (d)(2)”’ in subparagraph (A).

(C) Section 412(d)(1) of the 1986 Code is
amended by striking ‘‘, the valuation date,”.

(b) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTIONS 102
AND 112.—

(1) AMENDMENTS TO ERISA.—

(A) Section 303(b) of ERISA is amended to
read as follows:

‘“(b) TARGET NORMAL CoST.—For purposes
of this section:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subsection (i)(2) with respect to plans in at-
risk status, the term ‘target normal cost’
means, for any plan year, the excess of—

‘“(A) the sum of—

‘‘(i) the present value of all benefits which
are expected to accrue or to be earned under
the plan during the plan year, plus

‘‘(ii) the amount of plan-related expenses
expected to be paid from plan assets during
the plan year, over

‘“(B) the amount of mandatory employee
contributions expected to be made during
the plan year.

‘“(2) SPECIAL RULE FOR INCREASE IN COM-
PENSATION.—For purposes of this subsection,
if any benefit attributable to services per-
formed in a preceding plan year is increased
by reason of any increase in compensation
during the current plan year, the increase in
such benefit shall be treated as having ac-
crued during the current plan year.”.

(B) Section 303(c)(5)(B)(iii) of ERISA is
amended by inserting ‘‘beginning’’ before
“after 2008°.

(C) Section 303(c)(5)(B)(iv)(II) of ERISA is
amended by inserting ‘‘for such year’’ after
“‘beginning in 2007)’.

(D) Section 303(f)(4)(A) of ERISA is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘paragraph (2)’ and inserting
“‘paragraph (3).

(E) Section 303(h)(2)(F) of ERISA is amend-
ed—

(i) by striking ‘‘section 205(g)(3)(B)(iii)(I))
for such month” and inserting ‘‘section
205(g)(3)(B)(iii)(I) for such month)’’, and

(ii) by striking ‘‘subparagraph (B)”’ and in-
serting ‘‘subparagraph (C)”.

(F') Section 303(i) of ERISA is amended—

(i) in paragraph (2)—

(I) by striking subparagraph (A) and insert-
ing the following new subparagraph:

“‘(A) the excess of—

‘(i) the sum of—

‘(I the present value of all benefits which
are expected to accrue or to be earned under
the plan during the plan year, determined
using the additional actuarial assumptions
described in paragraph (1)(B), plus

‘(IT1) the amount of plan-related expenses
expected to be paid from plan assets during
the plan year, over

‘(ii) the amount of mandatory employee
contributions expected to be made during
the plan year, plus’’, and

(IT) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘the
target normal cost (determined without re-
gard to this paragraph) of the plan for the
plan year’” and inserting ‘‘the amount deter-
mined under subsection (b)(1)(A)(i) with re-
spect to the plan for the plan year”, and

(ii) by striking ‘‘subparagraph (A)({i)” in
the last sentence of paragraph (4)(B) and in-
serting ‘‘subparagraph (A)”.

(G) Section 303(j)(3) of ERISA—

(i) is amended by adding at the end of sub-
paragraph (A) the following new sentence:
“In the case of plan years beginning in 2008,
the funding shortfall for the preceding plan
year may be determined using such methods
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of estimation as the Secretary of the Treas-
ury may provide.”’,

(ii) by adding at the end of subparagraph
(E) the following new clause:

“(iii) PLAN WITH ALTERNATE VALUATION
DATE.—The Secretary of the Treasury shall
prescribe regulations for the application of
this paragraph in the case of a plan which
has a valuation date other than the first day
of the plan year.”, and

(iii) by striking ‘‘AND SHORT YEARS’’ in the
heading of subparagraph (E) and inserting ‘‘,
SHORT YEARS, AND YEARS WITH ALTERNATE
VALUATION DATE”.

(H) Section 303(k)(6)(B) of ERISA is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘, except’’ and all that follows
and inserting a period.

(2) AMENDMENTS TO 1986 CODE.—

(A) Section 430(b) of the 1986 Code is
amended to read as follows:

‘“(b) TARGET NORMAL CoOST.—For purposes
of this section:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subsection (i)(2) with respect to plans in at-
risk status, the term ‘target nmormal cost’
means, for any plan year, the excess of—

‘“(A) the sum of—

‘(i) the present value of all benefits which
are expected to accrue or to be earned under
the plan during the plan year, plus

‘“(ii) the amount of plan-related expenses
expected to be paid from plan assets during
the plan year, over

‘(B) the amount of mandatory employee
contributions expected to be made during
the plan year.

‘(2) SPECIAL RULE FOR INCREASE IN COM-
PENSATION.—For purposes of this subsection,
if any benefit attributable to services per-
formed in a preceding plan year is increased
by reason of any increase in compensation
during the current plan year, the increase in
such benefit shall be treated as having ac-
crued during the current plan year.”.

(B) Section 430(c)(5)(B)(iii) of the 1986 Code
is amended by inserting ‘‘beginning’’ before
“after 2008’.

(C) Section 430(c)(5)(B)(iv)(II) of the 1986
Code is amended by inserting ‘‘for such
year’ after ‘‘beginning in 2007)".

(D) Section 430(f) of the 1986 Code is amend-
ed—

(i) by striking ‘‘as of the first day of the
plan year’ the second place it appears in the
first sentence of paragraph (3)(A),

(ii) by striking ‘‘paragraph (2)” in para-
graph (4)(A) and inserting ‘‘paragraph (3)”’,

(iii) by striking ‘‘paragraph (1), (2), or (4) of
section 206(g)’’ in paragraph (6)(B)(iii) and in-
serting ‘‘subsection (b), (¢), or (e) of section
436",

(iv) by striking ‘‘the sum of”’ in paragraph
(6)(C), and

(v) by striking ‘‘of the Treasury’ in para-
graph (8).

(E) Section 430(h)(2) of the 1986 Code is
amended—

(i) by inserting ‘‘and target normal cost’’
after ‘‘funding target’’ in subparagraph (B),

(ii) by striking ‘‘liabilities” and inserting
‘“‘benefits’ in subparagraph (B),

(iii) by striking ‘‘section 417(e)(3)(D)(i)) for
such month” in subparagraph (F) and insert-
ing ‘“‘section 417(e)(3)(D)(i) for such month)’’,
and

(iv) by striking ‘‘subparagraph (B)”’ in sub-
paragraph (F) and inserting ‘‘subparagraph
©)”.

(F) Section 430(i) of the 1986 Code is amend-
ed—

(i) in paragraph (2)—

(D) by striking subparagraph (A) and insert-
ing the following new subparagraph:

““(A) the excess of—

‘(i) the sum of—

‘“(I) the present value of all benefits which
are expected to accrue or to be earned under
the plan during the plan year, determined
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using the additional actuarial assumptions
described in paragraph (1)(B), plus

‘“(IT) the amount of plan-related expenses
expected to be paid from plan assets during
the plan year, over

‘‘(ii) the amount of mandatory employee
contributions expected to be made during
the plan year, plus’’, and

(IT) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘the
target normal cost (determined without re-
gard to this paragraph) of the plan for the
plan year’” and inserting ‘‘the amount deter-
mined under subsection (b)(1)(A)(i) with re-
spect to the plan for the plan year’’, and

(ii) by striking ‘‘subparagraph (A)(ii)” in
the last sentence of paragraph (4)(B) and in-
serting ‘‘subparagraph (A)”.

(G) Section 430(j)(3) of the 1986 Code is
amended—

(i) by adding at the end of subparagraph
(A) the following new sentence: ‘‘In the case
of plan years beginning in 2008, the funding
shortfall for the preceding plan year may be
determined using such methods of esti-
mation as the Secretary may provide.”’,

(ii) by striking ‘‘section 302(c)’’ in subpara-
graph (D)(ii)(II) and inserting ‘‘section
412(c)”’,

(iii) by adding at the end of subparagraph
(E) the following new clause:

“(iii) PLAN WITH ALTERNATE VALUATION
DATE.—The Secretary shall prescribe regula-
tions for the application of this paragraph in
the case of a plan which has a valuation date
other than the first day of the plan year.”’,
and

(iv) by striking ‘“‘AND SHORT YEARS’ in the
heading of subparagraph (E) and inserting ‘,
SHORT YEARS, AND YEARS WITH ALTERNATE
VALUATION DATE”’.

(H) Section 430(k) of the 1986 Code is
amended—

(i) by inserting ‘‘(as provided under para-
graph (2))” after ‘‘applies’ in paragraph (1),
and

(ii) by striking *‘, except’” and all that fol-
lows in paragraph (6)(B) and inserting a pe-
riod.

(c) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTIONS 103
AND 113.—

(1) AMENDMENTS TO ERISA.—

(A) Section 101(j) of ERISA is amended—

(i) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘section
206(2)(4)(B)”’ and inserting ‘“‘section
206(2)(4)(A)”; and

(ii) by adding at the end the following:
“The Secretary of the Treasury, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary, shall have the au-
thority to prescribe rules applicable to the
notices required under this subsection.”.

(B) Section 206(g)(1)(B)(ii) of ERISA is
amended by striking ‘‘a funding’’ and insert-
ing “‘an adjusted funding”’.

(C) The heading for section 206(g)(1)(C) of
ERISA is amended by inserting ‘‘BENEFIT”’
after “EVENT”’.

(D) Section 206(g)(3)(E) of ERISA is amend-

ed by adding at the end the following new
flush sentence:
““Such term shall not include the payment of
a benefit which under section 203(e) may be
immediately distributed without the consent
of the participant.”.

(E) Section 206(g)(5)(A)(iv) of ERISA is
amended by inserting ‘‘adjusted” before
“funding”’.

(F') Section 206(g)(9)(C) of ERISA is amend-
ed—

(i) by striking ‘“‘without regard to this sub-
paragraph and” in clause (i), and

(ii) in clause (iii)—

(I) by striking ‘‘without regard to this sub-
paragraph’ and inserting ‘‘without regard to
the reduction in the value of assets under
section 303(f)(4)”’, and

(II) by inserting ‘‘beginning”’
“after’’ each place it appears.

before
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(G) Section 206(g) of ERISA is amended by
redesignating paragraph (10) as paragraph
(11) and by inserting after paragraph (9) the
following new paragraph:

¢(10) SECRETARIAL AUTHORITY FOR PLANS
WITH ALTERNATE VALUATION DATE.—In the
case of a plan which has designated a valu-
ation date other than the first day of the
plan year, the Secretary of the Treasury
may prescribe rules for the application of
this subsection which are necessary to re-
flect the alternate valuation date.”’.

(H) Section 502(c)(4) of ERISA is amended
by striking ‘“‘by any person’ and all that fol-
lows through the period and inserting ‘‘by
any person of subsection (j), (k), or (1) of sec-
tion 101 or section 514(e)(3).”.

(2) AMENDMENTS TO 1986 CODE.—

(A) Section 436(b)(2) of the 1986 Code is
amended—

(i) by striking ‘‘section 303’ and inserting
‘“‘section 430 in the matter preceding sub-
paragraph (A), and

(i1) by striking ‘‘a funding’ and inserting
“an adjusted funding” in subparagraph (B).

(B) Section 436(b)(3) of the 1986 Code is
amended—

(i) by inserting ‘‘BENEFIT”’ after ‘‘EVENT’’ in
the heading, and

(ii) by striking ‘“‘any event’” in subpara-
graph (B) and inserting ‘‘an event’’.

(C) Section 436(d)(5) of the 1986 Code is

amended by adding at the end the following
new flush sentence:
““Such term shall not include the payment of
a benefit which under section 411(a)(11) may
be immediately distributed without the con-
sent of the participant.”.

(D) Section 436(f) of the 1986 Code is amend-
ed—

(i) by inserting ‘‘adjusted’ before ‘‘fund-
ing”’ in paragraph (1)(D), and

(ii) by striking ‘‘prefunding balance under
section 430(f) or funding standard carryover
balance” in paragraph (2) and inserting
“prefunding balance or funding standard car-
ryover balance under section 430(f)”.

(E) Section 436(j)(3) of the 1986 Code is
amended—

(i) in subparagraph (A)—

(I by striking ‘“without regard to this
paragraph and”’,

(IT) by striking ‘‘section 430(f)(4)(A)”’ and
inserting ‘‘section 430(f)(4)”’, and

(IIT) by striking ‘‘paragraph (1) and in-
serting ‘‘paragraphs (1) and (2)”’, and

(ii) in subparagraph (C)—

(I) by striking ‘“‘without regard to this
paragraph’ and inserting ‘‘without regard to
the reduction in the value of assets under
section 430(f)(4)’, and

(II) by inserting ‘‘beginning”’
“‘after’” each place it appears.

(F) Section 436 of the 1986 Code is amended
by redesignating subsection (k) as subsection
(m) and by inserting after subsection (j) the
following new subsections:

“(k) SECRETARIAL AUTHORITY FOR PLANS
WITH ALTERNATE VALUATION DATE.—In the
case of a plan which has designated a valu-
ation date other than the first day of the
plan year, the Secretary may prescribe rules
for the application of this section which are
necessary to reflect the alternate valuation
date.

‘(1) SINGLE-EMPLOYER PLAN.—For purposes
of this section, the term ‘single-employer
plan’ means a plan which is not a multiem-
ployer plan.”.

(3) AMENDMENTS TO 2006 ACT.—Sections
103(c)(2)(A)(ii1) and 113(b)(2)(A)(1i) of the 2006
Act are each amended—

(A) by striking ‘‘subsection’ and inserting
‘“‘section’, and

(B) by striking ‘‘subparagraph’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘paragraph’’.

(d) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTIONS 107
AND 114.—

before

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

(1) AMENDMENTS TO ERISA.—

(A) Section 103(d) of ERISA is amended—

(i) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘the nor-
mal costs, the accrued liabilities’ and in-
serting ‘‘the normal costs or target normal
costs, the accrued liabilities or funding tar-
get”, and

(ii) by striking paragraph (7) and inserting
the following new paragraph:

‘“(7) A certification of the contribution
necessary to reduce the minimum required
contribution determined under section 303,
or the accumulated funding deficiency deter-
mined under section 304, to zero.”.

(B) Section 4071 of ERISA is amended by
striking ‘‘as section 303(k)(4) or 307(e)”’ and
inserting ‘‘or section 303(k)(4),”.

(2) AMENDMENTS TO 1986 CODE.—

(A) Section 401(a)(29) of the 1986 Code is
amended by striking ‘‘ON PLANS IN AT-RISK
STATUS” in the heading.

(B) Section 401(a)(32)(C) of the 1986 Code is
amended—

(i) by striking ‘‘section 430(j)”’ and insert-
ing ‘‘section 430(j)(3)”’, and

(ii) by striking ‘‘paragraph (5)(A)” and in-
serting ‘‘section 430(j)(4)(A)”.

(C) Section 401(a)(33) of the 1986 Code is
amended—

(i) by striking ‘‘section 412(c)(2)’ in sub-
paragraph (B)(iii) and inserting ‘‘section
412(d)(2)”’, and

(ii) by striking ‘‘section 412(b)(2) (without
regard to subparagraph (B) thereof)” in sub-
paragraph (D) and inserting ‘‘section
412(b)(1), without regard to section 412(b)(2)".

(D) Section 411 of the 1986 Code is amend-
ed—

(i) by striking ‘‘section 412(c)(2)”’ in sub-
section (a)(3)(C) and inserting ‘‘section
412(d)(2)”’, and

(ii) by striking ‘‘section 412(e)(2)” in sub-
section (d)(6)(A) and inserting ‘‘section
412(d)(2)".

(E) Section 414(1)(2)(B)(i)(I) of the 1986 Code
is amended to read as follows:

‘“(I) the sum of the funding target and tar-
get normal cost determined under section
430, over’’.

(F) Section 4971 of the 1986 Code is amend-
ed—

(i) by striking ‘‘required minimum”’ in sub-
section (b)(1) and inserting ‘‘minimum re-
quired”’,

(ii) by inserting ‘‘or unpaid minimum re-
quired contribution, whichever is applica-
ble” after ‘‘accumulated funding deficiency’’
each place it appears in subsections (c)(3)
and (d)(1), and

(iii) by striking ‘‘section 412(a)(1)(A)” in
subsection (e)(1) and inserting ‘‘section
412(a)(2)".

(3) AMENDMENT TO 2006 ACT.—Section 114 of
the 2006 Act is amended by adding at the end
the following new subsection:

‘‘(g) EFFECTIVE DATES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made
by this section shall apply to plan years be-
ginning after 2007.

‘“(2) EXCISE TAX.—The amendments made
by subsection (e) shall apply to taxable years
beginning after 2007, but only with respect to
plan years described in paragraph (1) which
end with or within any such taxable year.”’.

(e) AMENDMENT RELATED TO SECTION 116.—
Section 409A(b)(3)(A)({1i) of the 1986 Code is
amended by inserting ‘‘to an applicable cov-
ered employee’ after ‘“‘under the plan’’.

SEC. 102. AMENDMENTS RELATED TO TITLE II.

(a) AMENDMENT RELATED TO SECTIONS 201
AND 211.—Section 201(b)(2)(A) of the 2006 Act
is amended by striking ‘‘has not used” and
inserting ‘has not adopted, or ceased
using,”’.

(b) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTIONS 202
AND 212.—

(1) AMENDMENTS TO ERISA.—
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(A) Section 302(b)(3) of ERISA is amended
by striking ‘‘the plan adopts’ and inserting
‘‘the plan sponsor adopts’.

(B) Section 305(b)(3)(C) of ERISA is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘section 101(b)(4)”’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘section 101(b)(1)”.

(C) Section 305(b)(3)(D) of ERISA is amend-
ed by striking ‘“The Secretary’’ in clause (iii)
and inserting ‘‘The Secretary of the Treas-
ury, in consultation with the Secretary’’.

(D) Section 305(c)(7) of ERISA is amended—

(i) by striking ‘‘to agree on’’ and all that
follows in subparagraph (A)(ii) and inserting
‘“to adopt a contribution schedule with
terms consistent with the funding improve-
ment plan and a schedule from the plan
sponsor,”, and

(ii) by striking subparagraph (B) and in-
serting the following new subparagraph:

‘“(B) DATE OF IMPLEMENTATION.—The date
specified in this subparagraph is the date
which is 180 days after the date on which the
collective bargaining agreement described in
subparagraph (A) expires.”, and

(iii) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

“(C) FAILURE TO MAKE SCHEDULED CON-
TRIBUTIONS.—Any failure to make a con-
tribution under a schedule of contribution
rates provided under this paragraph shall be
treated as a delinquent contribution under
section 515 and shall be enforceable as
such.”.

(E) Section 305(e) of ERISA is amended—

(i) in paragraph (3)(C)—

(I) by striking all that follows ‘‘to adopt a’’
in clause (i)(II) and inserting ‘‘to adopt a
contribution schedule with terms consistent
with the rehabilitation plan and a schedule
from the plan sponsor under paragraph
MBAD),”,

(IT) by striking clause (ii) and inserting the
following new clause:

“(ii) DATE OF IMPLEMENTATION.—The date
specified in this clause is the date which is
180 days after the date on which the collec-
tive bargaining agreement described in
clause (i) expires.”’, and

(IIT) by adding at the end the following new
clause:

“(iii) FAILURE TO MAKE SCHEDULED CON-
TRIBUTIONS.—Any failure to make a con-
tribution under a schedule of contribution
rates provided under this subsection shall be
treated as a delinquent contribution under
section 515 and shall be enforceable as
such.”’,

(ii) in paragraph (4)—

(D) by striking ‘‘the date of” in subpara-
graph (A){di), and

(IT) by striking ‘‘and taking’ in subpara-
graph (B) and inserting ‘‘but taking’’,

(iii) in paragraph (6)—

(I) by striking ‘“‘paragraph (1)(B)(i)”’ and in-
serting ‘‘the last sentence of paragraph (1),
and

(IT) by striking ‘‘established’ and inserting
“establish”,

(iv) in paragraph (8)(C)(iii)—

(I) by striking ‘‘the Secretary’ in sub-
clause (I) and inserting ‘‘the Secretary of the
Treasury, in consultation with the Sec-
retary’’, and

(IT) by striking ‘‘Secretary’” in the last
sentence and inserting ‘‘Secretary of the
Treasury’’, and

(v) by striking ‘“‘an employer’s withdrawal
liability’’ in paragraph (9)(B) and inserting
“the allocation of unfunded vested benefits
to an employer’’.

(F) Section 305(f)(2)(A)(i) of ERISA is
amended by adding at the end the following:
“‘to a participant or beneficiary whose annu-
ity starting date (as defined in section
205(h)(2)) occurs after the date such notice is
sent,”.
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(G) Section 305(g) of ERISA is amended by
inserting ‘‘under subsection (c)”’ after ‘‘fund-
ing improvement plan’ the first place it ap-

pears.
(H) Section 502(c)(2) of ERISA is amended
by striking ¢101(b)(4)”” and inserting
£101(b)(1)".
(I) Section 502(c)(8)(A) of ERISA is amend-
ed by inserting ‘plan’ after ‘‘multiem-
ployer’’.

(2) AMENDMENTS TO 1986 CODE.—

(A) Section 432(b)(3)(C) of the 1986 Code is
amended by striking ‘‘section 101(b)(4)”’ and
inserting ‘‘section 101(b)(1)”’.

(B) Section 432(b)(3)(D)(iii) of the 1986 Code
is amended by striking ‘‘The Secretary of
Labor’” and inserting ‘‘The Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Liabor’’.

(C) Section 432(c) of the 1986 Code is
amended—

(i) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘section
304(d)”’ in subparagraph (A)(ii) and inserting
‘“‘section 431(d)”’, and

(ii) in paragraph (7)—

(I) by striking ‘‘to agree on’ and all that
follows in subparagraph (A)(ii) and inserting
“to adopt a contribution schedule with
terms consistent with the funding improve-
ment plan and a schedule from the plan
sponsor,”, and

(IT) by striking subparagraph (B) and in-
serting the following new subparagraph:

‘(B) DATE OF IMPLEMENTATION.—The date
specified in this subparagraph is the date
which is 180 days after the date on which the
collective bargaining agreement described in
subparagraph (A) expires.”.

(D) Section 432(e) of the 1986 Code is
amended—

(i) in paragraph (3)(C)—

(I) by striking all that follows ‘‘to adopt a”’
in clause (i)(II) and inserting ‘‘to adopt a
contribution schedule with terms consistent
with the rehabilitation plan and a schedule
from the plan sponsor under paragraph
MB)AD),”, and

(IT) by striking clause (ii) and inserting the
following new clause:

‘‘(ii) DATE OF IMPLEMENTATION.—The date
specified in this clause is the date which is
180 days after the date on which the collec-
tive bargaining agreement described in
clause (i) expires.”’,

(ii) in paragraph (4)—

(I) by striking ‘‘the date of”’ in subpara-
graph (A){di), and

(IT) by striking ‘‘and taking’ in subpara-
graph (B) and inserting ‘‘but taking”’,

(iii) in paragraph (6)—

(I) by striking ‘‘paragraph (1)(B)(i)”’ and in-
serting ‘‘the last sentence of paragraph (1),
and

(IT) by striking ‘‘established’’ and inserting
“‘establish”,

(iv) in paragraph (8)—

(I) by striking ‘‘section 204(g)’’ in subpara-
graph (A)(i) and inserting ‘‘section 411(d)(6)”’,

(IT) by inserting ‘‘of the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974 after
¢‘4212(a)”’ in subparagraph (C)(i)(1I),

(IIT) by striking ‘‘the Secretary of Labor”
in subparagraph (C)(iii)(I) and inserting ‘‘the
Secretary, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Labor’’, and

(IV) by striking ‘‘the Secretary of Labor’”’
in the last sentence of subparagraph (C)(iii)
and inserting ‘‘the Secretary’’, and

(v) by striking ‘‘an employer’s withdrawal
liability” in paragraph (9)(B) and inserting
“the allocation of unfunded vested benefits
to an employer’’.

(E) Section 432(£)(2)(A)(1) of the 1986 Code is
amended—

(i) by striking ‘‘section 411(b)(1)(A)” and
inserting ‘‘section 411(a)(9)”’; and

(ii) by inserting at the end the following:
“‘to a participant or beneficiary whose annu-
ity starting date (as defined in section
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417(f)(2)) occurs after the date such notice is
sent,”.

(F) Section 432(g) of the 1986 Code is
amended by inserting ‘‘under subsection (c¢)”’
after ‘‘funding improvement plan’ the first
place it appears.

(G) Section 432(i) of the 1986 Code is amend-
ed—

(i) by striking ‘‘section 412(a)’”’ in para-
graph (3) and inserting ‘‘section 431(a)’’, and

(ii) by striking paragraph (9) and inserting
the following new paragraph:

‘“(9) PLAN SPONSOR.—For purposes of this
section, section 431, and section 4971(g):

““(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘plan sponsor’
means, with respect to any multiemployer
plan, the association, committee, joint board
of trustees, or other similar group of rep-
resentatives of the parties who establish or
maintain the plan.

“(B) SPECIAL RULE FOR SECTION 404(c)
PLANS.—In the case of a plan described in
section 404(c) (or a continuation of such
plan), such term means the bargaining par-
ties described in paragraph (1).”.

(H) Section 412(b)(3) of the 1986 Code is
amended by striking ‘‘the plan adopts’ and
inserting ‘‘the plan sponsor adopts’.

(I) Section 4971(g)(4) of the 1986 Code is
amended—

(i) in subparagraph (B)@i), by striking
‘“first day of”’ and inserting ‘‘day following
the close of”’, and

(ii) by striking clause (ii) of subparagraph
(C) and inserting the following new clause:

‘“(ii) PLAN SPONSOR.—For purposes of
clause (i), the term ‘plan sponsor’ has the
meaning given such term by section
432(1)(9).”.

(3) AMENDMENTS TO 2006 ACT.—

(A) Section 212(b)(2) of the 2006 Act is
amended by striking ‘‘Section 4971(c)(2) of
such Code’” and inserting ‘‘Section 4971(e)(2)
of such Code’.

(B) Section 212(e)(1) of the 2006 Act is
amended by inserting ‘‘, except that the
amendments made by subsection (b) shall
apply to taxable years beginning after 2007,
but only with respect to plan years begin-
ning after 2007 which end with or within any
such taxable year’ before the period at the
end.

(C) Section 212(e)(2) of the 2006 Act is
amended by striking ‘‘section 305(b)(3) of the
Employee Retirement Income Security Act
of 1974 and inserting ‘‘section 432(b)(3) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986”°.

SEC. 103. AMENDMENTS RELATED TO TITLE III.

(a) AMENDMENT RELATED TO SECTION 301.—
Clause (ii) of section 101(c)(2)(A) of the Pen-
sion Funding Equity Act of 2004, as amended
by section 301(c) of the 2006 Act, is amended
by striking “2008°’ and inserting ‘‘2009°°.

(b) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 302.—

1) AMENDMENT TO ERISA.—Section
205(g)(3)(B)(iii)(II) of ERISA is amended by
striking ‘‘section 205(g)(3)(B)(iii)(II)”’ and in-
serting ‘‘section 205(g)(3)(A)({i)(II)”.

(2) AMENDMENTS TO 1986 CODE.—

(A) Section 417(e)(3)(D)(i) of the 1986 Code
is amended by striking ‘‘clause (ii)”’ and in-
serting ‘‘subparagraph (C)”.

(B)(i) Section 415(b)(2)(E)(v) of the 1986
Code is amended to read as follows:

“(v) For purposes of adjusting any benefit
or limitation under subparagraph (B), (C), or
(D), the mortality table used shall be the ap-
plicable mortality table (within the meaning
of section 417(e)(3)(B)).”".

(ii)(I) Except as provided in subclause (II),
the amendment made by clause (i) shall
apply to years beginning after December 31,
2008.

(IT) A plan sponsor may elect to have the
amendment made by clause (i) apply to any
year beginning after December 31, 2007, and
before January 1, 2009, or to any portion of
any such year.
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SEC. 104. AMENDMENTS RELATED TO TITLE IV.

(a) AMENDMENT RELATED TO SECTION 401.—
Section 4006(a)(3)(A)(i) of ERISA is amended
by striking ‘1990’ and inserting ‘‘2005"°.

(b) AMENDMENT RELATED TO SECTION 402.—
Section 402(c)(1)(A) of the 2006 Act is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘commercial airline” and in-
serting ‘‘commercial’’.

(c) AMENDMENT RELATED TO SECTION 408.—
Section 4044(e) of ERISA, as added by section
408(b)(2) of the 2006 Act, is redesignated as
subsection (f).

(d) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 409.—
Section 4041(b)(5)(A) of ERISA is amended by
striking ‘‘subparagraph (B)”’ and inserting
‘“‘subparagraphs (B) and (D)”’.

(e) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 410.—
Section 4050(d)(4)(A) of ERISA is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘and” at the end of clause
(i), and

(2) by striking clause (ii) and inserting the
following new clauses:

‘“(ii) which is not a plan described in para-
graph (2), (3), (4), (6), (), (8), (9), (10), or (11)
of section 4021(b), and

‘“(iii) which, was a plan described in sec-
tion 401(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 which includes a trust exempt from tax
under section 501(a) of such Code, and”’.

SEC. 105. AMENDMENTS RELATED TO TITLE V.

(a) AMENDMENT RELATED TO SECTION 501.—
Section 101(f)(2)(B)(ii) of ERISA is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘for which the latest annual
report filed under section 104(a) was filed’’ in
subclause (I)(aa) and inserting ‘‘to which the
notice relates’, and

(2) by striking subclause (II) and inserting
the following new subclause:

“(IT) in the case of a multiemployer plan, a
statement, for the plan year to which the no-
tice relates and the preceding 2 plan years, of
the value of the plan assets (determined both
in the same manner as under section 304 and
under the rules of subclause (I)(bb)) and the
value of the plan liabilities (determined in
the same manner as under section 304 except
that the method specified in section 305(i)(8)
shall be used),”.

(b) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 502.—

(1) Section 101(k)(2) of ERISA is amended

by filing at the end the following new flush
sentence:
“Subparagraph (C)(i) shall not apply to indi-
vidually identifiable information with re-
spect to any plan investment manager or ad-
viser, or with respect to any other person
(other than an employee of the plan) pre-
paring a financial report required to be in-
cluded under paragraph (1)(B).”.

(2) Section 4221 of ERISA is amended by
striking subsection (e) and by redesignating
subsections (f) and (g) as subsections (e) and
(f), respectively.

(c) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 503.—

(1) AMENDMENTS TO ERISA.—

(A) Section 104(b)(3) of ERISA is amended
by—

(i) striking ‘‘section 103(f)”’ and inserting
‘“‘section 101(f)”’, and

(ii) striking ‘‘the administrators’ and in-
serting ‘‘the administrator’’.

(B) Section 104(d)(1)(E)(ii) of ERISA is
amended by inserting ‘‘funding” after
“plan’s’.

(2) AMENDMENTS TO 2006 ACT.—Section 503(e)
of the 2006 Act is amended by striking ‘‘sec-
tion 101(f)”’ and inserting ‘‘section 104(d)”.

(d) AMENDMENT RELATED TO SECTION 505.—
Section 4010(d)(2)(B) of ERISA is amended by
striking ‘‘section 302(d)(2)”’ and inserting
“‘section 303(d)(2)”.

(e) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 506.—

(1) Section 4041(c)(2)(D)(i) of ERISA is
amended by striking ‘‘subsection (a)(2)”’ the
second place it appears and inserting ‘‘sub-
paragraph (A) or the regulations under sub-
section (a)(2)”.
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(2) Section 4042(c)(3)(C)(i1) of ERISA is
amended—

(A) by striking ‘‘and plan sponsor’’ and in-
serting ‘‘, the plan sponsor, or the corpora-
tion”’, and

(B) by striking ‘‘subparagraph (A)({)”’ and
inserting ‘‘subparagraph (A)”.

(f) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 508.—
Section 209(a) of ERISA is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by striking ‘‘regulations prescribed by
the Secretary” and inserting ‘‘such regula-
tions as the Secretary may prescribe’’, and

(B) by striking the last sentence and in-
serting ‘“The report required under this para-
graph shall be in the same form, and contain
the same information, as periodic benefit
statements under section 105(a).”’, and

(2) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting
the following:

‘(2) If more than one employer adopts a
plan, each such employer shall furnish to the
plan administrator the information nec-
essary for the administrator to maintain the
records, and make the reports, required by
paragraph (1). Such administrator shall
maintain the records, and make the reports,
required by paragraph (1).”.

(g) AMENDMENT RELATED TO SECTION 509.—
Section 101(i)(8)(B) of ERISA is amended to
read as follows:

‘(B) ONE-PARTICIPANT RETIREMENT PLAN.—
For purposes of subparagraph (A), the term
‘one-participant retirement plan’ means a
retirement plan that on the first day of the
plan year—

(i) covered only one individual (or the in-
dividual and the individual’s spouse) and the
individual (or the individual and the individ-
ual’s spouse) owned 100 percent of the plan
sponsor (whether or not incorporated), or

‘“(ii) covered only one or more partners (or
partners and their spouses) in the plan spon-
sor.””.

SEC. 106. AMENDMENTS RELATED TO TITLE VI.
(a) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 601.—
(1) AMENDMENTS TO ERISA.—

(A) Section 408(2)(3)(D)(ii) of ERISA is

amended by striking ‘“‘subsection
(b)(14)(B)(ii)”” and inserting ‘‘subsection
(b)AH(A)ED)”.

(B) Section 408(g)(6)(A)(i) of ERISA is
amended by striking ‘‘financial adviser” and
inserting ‘‘fiduciary adviser’.

(C) Section 408(g)(11)(A)
amended—

(i) by striking ‘‘the participant’’ each place
it appears and inserting ‘‘a participant’, and

(ii) by striking ‘‘section 408(b)(4)”’ in clause
(ii) and inserting ‘‘subsection (b)(4)”.

(2) AMENDMENTS TO 1986 CODE.—

(A) Section 4975(d)(17) of the 1986 Code, in
the matter preceding subparagraph (A), is
amended by striking ‘“‘and that permits’ and
inserting ‘‘that permits’’.

(B) Section 4975(f)(8) of the 1986 Code is
amended—

(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘sub-

of ERISA is

section (b)(14)” and inserting ‘‘subsection
(aAn”,

(ii) in subparagraph (C)(iv)(II), by striking
“subsection (b)(14)(B)(ii)”” and inserting
“(ADANAD™,

(iii) in subparagraph (F){)I), by striking
“financial adviser” and inserting ‘‘fiduciary
adviser,”’,

(iv) in subparagraph (I), by striking ‘‘sec-
tion 406>’ and inserting ‘‘subsection (c¢)”’, and

(v) in subparagraph (J)(i)—

(I) by striking ‘‘the participant’ each place
it appears and inserting ‘‘a participant’’,

(IT) in the matter preceding subclause (I),
by inserting ‘‘referred to in subsection
(e)(3)(B)”’ after ‘‘investment advice”’, and

(IIT) in subclause (II), by striking ‘‘section
408(b)(4)”’ and inserting ‘‘subsection (d)(4)”.

(3) AMENDMENT TO 2006 ACT.—Section
601(b)(4) of the 2006 Act is amended by strik-
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ing ‘‘section 4975(c)(3)(B)”’
‘“‘section 4975(e)(3)(B)”.

(b) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 611.—

(1) AMENDMENT TO ERISA.—Section
408(b)(18)(C) of ERISA is amended by striking
“or less”.

(2) AMENDMENTS TO 198 CODE.—Section
4975(d) of the 1986 Code is amended—

(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A) of paragraph (18)—

(i) by striking ‘“‘party in interest’” and in-
serting ‘‘disqualified person’’, and

(ii) by striking ‘‘subsection (e)(3)(B)”’ and
inserting ‘‘subsection (e)(3)”’,

(B) in paragraphs (19), (20), and (21), by
striking ‘‘party in interest’ each place it ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘disqualified person”,
and

(C) by striking
(21)(C).

(c) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 612.—
Section 4975(f)(11)(B)(i) of the 1986 Code is
amended by—

(1) inserting ‘‘of the Employee Retirement
Income Security Act of 1974 after ‘‘section
407(d)(1)”’, and

(2) inserting ‘‘of such Act” after ‘‘section
407(d)(2).

(d) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 624.—
Section 404(c)(5) of ERISA is amended by
striking ‘‘participant’’ each place it appears
and inserting ‘‘participant or beneficiary’’.
SEC. 107. AMENDMENTS RELATED TO TITLE VIIL.

(a) AMENDMENTS TO ERISA.—

(1) Section 203(f)(1)(B) of ERISA is amend-
ed to read as follows:

‘(B) the requirements of section 204(c) or
205(g), or the requirements of subsection (e),
with respect to accrued benefits derived from
employer contributions,”’.

(2) Section 204(b)(5) of ERISA is amended—

(A) by striking ‘“‘clause’ in subparagraph
(A)(iii) and inserting ‘‘subparagraph’’, and

(B) by inserting ‘‘otherwise’’ before ‘‘allow-
able’ in subparagraph (C).

(3) Subclause (II) of section 204(b)(5)(B)(i)
of ERISA is amended to read as follows:

‘(II) PRESERVATION OF CAPITAL.—An appli-
cable defined benefit plan shall be treated as
failing to meet the requirements of para-
graph (1)(H) unless the plan provides that an
interest credit (or equivalent amount) of less
than zero shall in no event result in the ac-
count balance or similar amount being less
than the aggregate amount of contributions
credited to the account.”.

(b) AMENDMENTS TO 1986 CODE.—

(1) Section 411(b)(56) of the 1986 Code is
amended—

(A) by striking ‘‘clause’ in subparagraph
(A)(iii) and inserting ‘‘subparagraph’’, and

(B) by inserting ‘‘otherwise’’ before ‘‘allow-
able” in subparagraph (C).

(2) Section 411(a)(13)(A) of the 1986 Code is
amended—

(A) by striking ‘‘paragraph (2)” in clause
(i) and inserting ‘‘subparagraph (B)”’,

(B) by striking clause (ii) and inserting the
following new clause:

‘‘(i1) the requirements of subsection (a)(11)
or (c), or the requirements of section 417(e),
with respect to accrued benefits derived from
employer contributions,”’, and

(C) by striking ‘“‘paragraph (3)’’ in the mat-
ter following clause (ii) and inserting ‘‘sub-
paragraph (C)”.

(3) Subclause (II) of section 411(b)(5)(B)(i)
of the 1986 Code is amended to read as fol-
lows:

¢“(II) PRESERVATION OF CAPITAL.—An appli-
cable defined benefit plan shall be treated as
failing to meet the requirements of para-
graph (1)(H) unless the plan provides that an
interest credit (or equivalent amount) of less
than zero shall in no event result in the ac-
count balance or similar amount being less
than the aggregate amount of contributions
credited to the account.”.

and inserting

“or less” in paragraph
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(c) AMENDMENTS TO 2006 ACT.—

(1) Section 701(d)(2) of the 2006 Act is
amended by striking ‘204(g)”” and inserting
£205(g)”.

(2) Section 701(e) of the 2006 Act is amend-
ed—

(A) by inserting ‘‘on or’ after ‘‘period’ in
paragraph (3),

(B) in paragraph (4)—

(i) by inserting ‘‘the earlier of’’ after ‘‘be-
fore” in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), and

(ii) by striking ‘‘earlier”
“later’ in subparagraph (A),

(C) by inserting ‘“‘on or’” before ‘‘after”
each place it appears in paragraph (5), and

(D) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘(6) SPECIAL RULE FOR VESTING REQUIRE-
MENTS.—The requirements of section 203(f)(2)
of the Employee Retirement Income Secu-
rity Act of 1974 and section 411(a)(13)(B) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (as added
by this Act)—

“‘(A) shall not apply to a participant who
does not have an hour of service after the ef-
fective date of such requirements (as other-
wise determined under this subsection); and

‘(B) in the case of a plan other than a plan
described in paragraph (3) or (4), shall apply
to plan years ending on or after June 29,
2005.".

SEC. 108. AMENDMENTS RELATED TO TITLE VIII.
(a) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 801.—
(1) Section 404(o) of the 1986 Code is amend-

ed—

(A) by striking ‘430(g)(2)”’ in paragraph
(2)(A)(i1) and inserting *‘430(g)(3)”’, and

(B) by striking ‘412(f)(4)” in paragraph
(4)(B) and inserting *412(d)(3)”’.

(2) Section 404(a)(7)(A) of the 1986 Code is
amended—

(A) by striking the next to last sentence,
and

(B) by striking ‘‘the plan’s funding short-
fall determined under section 430" in the last
sentence and inserting ‘‘the excess (if any) of
the plan’s funding target (as defined in sec-
tion 430(d)(1)) over the value of the plan’s as-
sets (as determined under section 430(g)(3))”’.

(b) AMENDMENT RELATED TO SECTION 802.—
Section 404(a)(1)(D)(i) of the 1986 Code is
amended by striking ¢431(c)(6)(C)” and in-
serting “431(c)(6)(D)”.

(¢c) AMENDMENT RELATED TO SECTION 803.—
Clause (iii) of section 404(a)(7)(C) of the 1986
Code is amended to read as follows:

‘“(iii) LIMITATION.—In the case of employer
contributions to 1 or more defined contribu-
tion plans—

“(I) if such contributions do not exceed 6
percent of the compensation otherwise paid
or accrued during the taxable year to the
beneficiaries under such plans, this para-
graph shall not apply to such contributions
or to employer contributions to the defined
benefit plans to which this paragraph would
otherwise apply by reason of contributions
to the defined contribution plans, and

““(IT) if such contributions exceed 6 percent
of such compensation, this paragraph shall
be applied by only taking into account such
contributions to the extent of such excess.
For purposes of this clause, amounts carried
over from preceding taxable years under sub-
paragraph (B) shall be treated as employer
contributions to 1 or more defined contribu-
tions plans to the extent attributable to em-
ployer contributions to such plans in such
preceding taxable years.”.

(d) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 824.—

(1) Section 408A(c)(3)(B) of the 1986 Code, as
in effect after the amendments made by sec-
tion 824(b)(1) of the 2006 Act, is amended—

(A) by striking the second ‘‘an’’ before ‘‘el-
igible”,

(B) by striking ‘‘other than a Roth IRA’’,
and

and inserting
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(C) by adding at the end the following new
flush sentence:

“This subparagraph shall not apply to a
qualified rollover contribution from a Roth
IRA or to a qualified rollover contribution
from a designated Roth account which is a
rollover contribution described in section
402A(c)(3)(A).”

(2) Section 408A(d)(3)(B), as in effect after
the amendments made by section 824(b)(2)(B)
of the 2006 Act, is amended by striking
‘“‘(other than a Roth IRA)” and by inserting
at the end the following new sentence: ‘‘This
paragraph shall not apply to a distribution
which is a qualified rollover contribution
from a Roth IRA or a qualified rollover con-
tribution from a designated Roth account
which is a rollover contribution described in
section 402A(c)(3)(A)”.

(e) AMENDMENT TO SECTION 827.—The first
sentence of section 72(t)(2)(G)(iv) of the 1986
Code is amended by inserting ‘‘on or’’ before
‘“before”’.

(f) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 829.—

(1) Section 402(c)(11) of the 1986 Code is
amended—

(A) by inserting ‘‘described in paragraph
(8)(B)(iii)” after ‘‘eligible retirement plan”
in subparagraph (A), and

(B) by striking ‘‘trust’ before ‘‘designated
beneficiary’ in subparagraph (B).

(2)(A) Section 402(f)(2)(A) of the 1986 Code is
amended by adding at the end the following
new sentence: ‘‘Such term shall include any
distribution to a designated beneficiary
which would be treated as an eligible roll-
over distribution by reason of subsection
(c)(11), or section 403(a)(4)(B), 403(b)(8)(B), or
457(e)(16)(B), if the requirements of sub-
section (¢)(11) were satisfied.”

(B) Clause (i) of section 402(c)(11)(A) of the
1986 Code is amended by striking ‘‘for pur-
poses of this subsection”.

(C) The amendments made by this para-
graph shall apply with respect to plan years
beginning after December 31, 2008.

(g) AMENDMENT RELATED TO SECTION 832.—
Section 415(f) of the 1986 Code is amended by
striking paragraph (2) and by redesignating
paragraph (3) as paragraph (2).

(h) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 833.—

(1) Section 408A(c)(3)(C) of the 1986 Code, as
added by section 833(c) of the 2006 Act, is re-
designated as subparagraph (E).

(2) In the case of taxable years beginning
after December 31, 2009, section 408A(c)(3)(E)
of the 1986 Code (as redesignated by para-
graph (1))—

(A) is redesignated as subparagraph (D),
and

(B) is amended by striking ‘‘subparagraph
(C)(i1)” and inserting ‘‘subparagraph (B)(@i)”.

(i) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 841.—

(1) Section 420(c)(1)(A) of the 1986 Code is
amended by adding at the end the following
new sentence: ‘‘In the case of a qualified fu-
ture transfer or collectively bargained trans-
fer to which subsection (f) applies, any assets
so transferred may also be used to pay liabil-
ities described in subsection (£)(2)(C).”

(2) Section 420(f)(2) of the 1986 Code is
amended by striking ‘‘such’ before ‘‘the ap-
plicable’ in subparagraph (D)()(I).

(3) Section 4980(c)(2)(B) of the 1986 Code is
amended by striking ‘‘or” at the end of
clause (i), by striking the period at the end
of clause (ii) and inserting ‘, or’’, and by
adding at the end the following new clause:

‘“(iii) any transfer described in section
420(£)(2)(B)(i1)I1).”.

(j) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 845.—

(1) Subsection (1) of section 402 of the 1986
Code is amended—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by inserting ‘“‘maintained by the em-
ployer described in paragraph (4)(B)”’ after
“‘an eligible retirement plan”’, and
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(ii) by striking ‘“‘of the employee, his
spouse, or dependents (as defined in section
152) ,

(B) in paragraph (4)(D), by—

(i) inserting ‘‘(as defined in section 152)”
after ‘‘dependents’, and

(ii) striking ‘‘health insurance plan” and
inserting ‘‘health plan’’, and

(C) in paragraph (5)(A), by striking ‘‘health
insurance plan’ and inserting ‘‘health plan’’.

(2) Subparagraph (B) of section 402(1)(3) of
the 1986 Code is amended by striking ‘all
amounts distributed from all eligible retire-
ment plans were treated as 1 contract for
purposes of determining the inclusion of
such distribution under section 72’ and in-
serting ‘‘all amounts to the credit of the eli-
gible public safety officer in all eligible re-
tirement plans maintained by the employer
described in paragraph (4)(B) were distrib-
uted during such taxable year and all such
plans were treated as 1 contract for purposes
of determining under section 72 the aggre-
gate amount which would have been so in-
cludible’.

(k) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION
854.—

(1) Section 3121(b)(5)(E) of the 1986 Code is
amended by striking ‘‘or special trial judge’’.

(2) Section 210(a)(5)(E) of the Social Secu-
rity Act is amended by striking ‘‘or special
trial judge’’.

(1) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 856.—
Section 856 of the 2006 Act, and the amend-
ments made by such section, are hereby re-
pealed, and the Internal Revenue Code of 1986
shall be applied and administered as if such
sections and amendments had not been en-
acted.

(m) AMENDMENT RELATED TO SECTION 864.—
Section 864(a) of the 2006 Act is amended by
striking ‘‘Reconciliation’.

SEC. 109. AMENDMENTS RELATED TO TITLE IX.

(a) AMENDMENT RELATED TO SECTION 901.—
Section 401(a)(35)(E)(iv) of the 1986 Code is
amended to read as follows:

“(iv) ONE-PARTICIPANT RETIREMENT PLAN.—
For purposes of clause (iii), the term ‘one-
participant retirement plan’ means a retire-
ment plan that on the first day of the plan
year—

‘“(I) covered only one individual (or the in-
dividual and the individual’s spouse) and the
individual (or the individual and the individ-
ual’s spouse) owned 100 percent of the plan
sponsor (whether or not incorporated), or

‘“(IT) covered only one or more partners (or
partners and their spouses) in the plan spon-
sor.”.

(b) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 902.—

(1) Section 401(k)(13)(D)(1)(I) of the 1986
Code is amended by striking ‘‘such com-
pensation as exceeds 1 percent but does not”
and inserting ‘‘such contributions as exceed
1 percent but do not”’.

(2) Sections 401(k)(8)(E) and 411(a)(3)(G) of
the 1986 Code are each amended—

(A) by striking ‘‘an erroneous automatic
contribution” and inserting ‘‘a permissible
withdrawal’’, and

(B) by striking ‘‘ERRONEOUS AUTOMATIC
CONTRIBUTION” in the heading and inserting
““PERMISSIBLE WITHDRAWAL’’.

(3) Section 402(g)(2)(A)(ii) of the 1986 Code
is amended by inserting ‘‘through the end of
such taxable year’ after ‘‘such amount’.

(4) Section 414(w)(3) of the 1986 Code is
amended—

(A) in subparagraph (B), by
“‘and”” after the comma at the end,

(B) by striking subparagraph (C), and

(C) by redesignating subparagraph (D) as
subparagraph (C).

(5) Section 414(w)(b) of the 1986 Code is
amended by striking ‘“‘and’ at the end of sub-
paragraph (B), by striking the period at the
end of subparagraph (C) and inserting a

inserting
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comma, and by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

‘(D) a simplified employee pension the
terms of which provide for a salary reduction
arrangement described in section 408(k)(6),
and

‘“(B) a simple retirement account (as de-
fined in section 408(p)).”".

(6) Section 414(w)(6) of the 1986 Code is
amended by inserting ‘‘or for purposes of ap-
plying the limitation under section 402(g)(1)”’
before the period at the end.

(c) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 903.—

(1) AMENDMENT OF 198 CODE.—Section
414(x)(1) of the 1986 Code is amended by add-
ing at the end of paragraph (1) the following
new sentence: ‘‘In the case of a termination
of the defined benefit plan and the applicable
defined contribution plan forming part of an
eligible combined plan, the plan adminis-
trator shall terminate each such plan sepa-
rately.”

(2) AMENDMENTS OF ERISA.—Section 210(e)
of ERISA is amended—

(A) by adding at the end of paragraph (1)
the following new sentence: ‘‘In the case of a
termination of the defined benefit plan and
the applicable defined contribution plan
forming part of an eligible combined plan,
the plan administrator shall terminate each
such plan separately.”’, and

(B) by striking paragraph (3) and by redes-
ignating paragraphs (4), (5), and (6) as para-
graphs (3), (4), and (5), respectively.

(d) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 906.—

(1) Section 906(b)(1)(B)(ii) of the 2006 Act is
amended by striking ‘‘paragraph (1)’ and in-
serting ‘‘paragraph (10)".

(2) Section 4021(b) of ERISA is amended by
inserting ‘“‘or” at the end of paragraph (12),
by striking ‘‘; or’” at the end of paragraph
(13) and inserting a period, and by striking
paragraph (14).

SEC. 110. AMENDMENTS RELATED TO TITLE X.

(a) AMENDMENTS TO RAILROAD RETIREMENT
AcT.—

(1) Section 14(b) of the Railroad Retire-
ment Act of 1974 (45 U.S.C. 231m(b)) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

““(3)(A) Payments made pursuant to para-
graph (2) of this subsection shall not require
that the employee be entitled to an annuity
under section 2(a)(1) of this Act: Provided,
however, That where an employee is not en-
titled to such an annuity, payments made
pursuant to paragraph (2) may not begin be-
fore the month in which the following three
conditions are satisfied:

‘(i) The employee has completed ten years
of service in the railroad industry or, five
yvears of service all of which accrues after
December 31, 1995.

‘‘(ii) The spouse or former spouse attains
age 62.

‘“(iii) The employee attains age 62 (or if de-
ceased, would have attained age 62).

‘“(B) Payments made pursuant to para-
graph (2) of this subsection shall terminate
upon the death of the spouse or former
spouse, unless the court document provides
for termination at an earlier date. Notwith-
standing the language in a court order, that
portion of payments made pursuant to para-
graph (2) which represents payments com-
puted pursuant to section 3(f)(2) of this Act
shall not be paid after the death of the em-
ployee.

‘“(C) If the employee is not entitled to an
annuity under section 2(a)(1) of this Act,
payments made pursuant to paragraph (2) of
this subsection shall be computed as though
the employee were entitled to an annuity.”.

(2) Subsection (d) of section 5 of the Rail-
road Retirement Act (456 U.S.C. 231d) is re-
pealed.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATES.—
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(1) SUBSECTION (a)(1).—The amendment
made by subsection (a)(1) shall apply with re-
spect to payments due for months after Au-
gust 2007. If, prior to the effective date of
such amendment, payment pursuant to para-
graph (2) of section 14(b) of the Railroad Re-
tirement Act of 1974 (456 U.S.C. 231m(b)) was
terminated because of the employee’s death,
payment to the former spouse may be rein-
stated for months after August 2007.

(2) SUBSECTION (a)(2).—The amendment
made by subsection (a)(2) shall take effect
upon the date of the enactment of this Act.
SEC. 111. AMENDMENTS RELATED TO TITLE XI.

(a) AMENDMENT RELATED TO SECTION 1104.—
Section 1104(d)(1) of the 2006 Act is amended
by striking ‘“‘Act” the first place it appears
and inserting ‘‘section’.

(b) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION
1105.—Section 3304(a) of the 1986 Code is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (15)—

(A) by redesignating clauses (i) and (ii) of
subparagraph (A) as subclauses (I) and (II),

(B) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) and
(B) as clauses (i) and (ii),

(C) by striking the semicolon at the end of
clause (ii) (as so redesignated) and inserting
¢, and”’,

(D) by striking ‘(15)” and inserting
“(15)(A) subject to subparagraph (B),”’, and

(E) by adding at the end the following:

‘(B) the amount of compensation shall not
be reduced on account of any payments of
governmental or other pensions, retirement
or retired pay, annuity, or other similar pay-
ments which are not includible in the gross
income of the individual for the taxable year
in which it was paid because it was part of a
rollover distribution;”’, and

(2) by striking the last sentence.

(¢) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION
1106.—Section 3(37)(G) of ERISA is amended
by—

(1) striking ‘‘paragraph’ each place it ap-
pears in clauses (ii), (iii), and (v)(I) and in-
serting ‘‘subparagraph’’,

(2) striking ‘‘subclause (i)(II)’ in clause
(iii) and inserting ‘‘clause (1))(IT)”’,
(3) striking ‘‘subparagraph’ in clause

(v)(IT) and inserting ‘‘clause’’, and

(4) by striking ‘‘section 101(b)(4)’’ in clause
(v)(IIT) and inserting ‘‘section 101(b)(1)”.

SEC. 112. EFFECTIVE DATE.

Except as otherwise provided in this title,
the amendments made by this title shall
take effect as if included in the provisions of
the 2006 Act to which the amendments re-
late.

TITLE II—OTHER PROVISIONS
SEC. 201. AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTIONS
102 AND 112 OF THE PENSION PRO-
TECTION ACT OF 2006.

(a) AMENDMENT OF ERISA.—The last sen-
tence of section 303(g)(3)(B) of ERISA is
amended to read as follows: ‘“‘Any such aver-
aging shall be adjusted for contributions,
distributions, and expected earnings (as de-
termined by the plan’s actuary on the basis
of an assumed earnings rate specified by the
actuary but not in excess of the third seg-
ment rate applicable under subsection
(h)(2)(C)(iii)), as specified by the Secretary of
the Treasury.”.

(b) AMENDMENT OF 1986 CODE.—The last
sentence of section 430(g)(3)(B) of the 1986
Code is amended to read as follows: ‘‘Any
such averaging shall be adjusted for con-
tributions, distributions, and expected earn-
ings (as determined by the plan’s actuary on
the basis of an assumed earnings rate speci-
fied by the actuary but not in excess of the
third segment rate applicable under sub-
section (h)(2)(C)(iii)), as specified by the Sec-
retary.”.

(¢) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall take effect as if
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included in the provisions of the 2006 Act to

which the amendments relate.

SEC. 202. MODIFICATION OF INTEREST RATE AS-
SUMPTION REQUIRED WITH RE-
SPECT TO CERTAIN SMALL EM-
PLOYER PLANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (E) of sec-
tion 415(b)(2) of the 1986 Code (relating to
limitation on certain assumptions) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new
clause:

‘“(vi) In the case of a plan maintained by
an eligible employer (as defined in section
408(p)(2)(C)(1)), clause (ii) shall be applied
without regard to subclause (II) thereof.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to years be-
ginning after December 31, 2007.

SEC. 203. DETERMINATION OF MARKET RATE OF
RETURN FOR GOVERNMENTAL
PLANS.

(a) AMENDMENT OF ADEA.—Section
4(1)(10)(B)(1)(III) of the Age Discrimination in
Employment Act of 1967 (29 TU.S.C.
623(1)(10)(B)(1)(I1I)) is amended by adding at
the end the following: ‘‘In the case of a gov-
ernmental plan (as defined in the first sen-
tence of section 414(d) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986), a rate of return or a
method of crediting interest established pur-
suant to any provision of Federal, State, or
local law (including any administrative rule
or policy adopted in accordance with any
such law) shall be treated as a market rate
of return for purposes of subclause (I) and a
permissible method of crediting interest for
purposes of meeting the requirements of sub-
clause (I), except that this sentence shall
only apply to a rate of return or method of
crediting interest if such rate or method
does not violate any other requirement of
this Act.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall take effect as if
included in the provisions of the Pension
Protection Act of 2006 to which such amend-
ment relates.

SEC. 204. TREATMENT OF CERTAIN REIMBURSE-
MENTS FROM GOVERNMENTAL
PLANS FOR MEDICAL CARE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 105 of the 1986
Code (relating to amounts received under ac-
cident and health plans) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new subsection:

“(j) SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN GOVERN-
MENTAL PLANS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of sub-
section (b), amounts paid (directly or indi-
rectly) to the taxpayer from an accident or
health plan described in paragraph (2) shall
not fail to be excluded from gross income
solely because such plan, on or before Janu-
ary 1, 2008, provides for reimbursements of
health care expenses of a deceased plan par-
ticipant’s beneficiary.

‘(2) PLAN DESCRIBED.—An accident or
health plan is described in this paragraph if
such plan is funded by a medical trust that
is established in connection with a public re-
tirement system and that—

‘“(A) has been authorized by a State legis-
lature, or

‘(B) has received a favorable ruling from
the Internal Revenue Service that the trust’s
income is not includible in gross income
under section 115.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) shall apply to pay-
ments before, on, or after the date of the en-
actment of this Act.

SEC. 205. ROLLOVER OF AMOUNTS RECEIVED IN
AIRLINE CARRIER BANKRUPTCY TO
ROTH IRAS.

(a) GENERAL RULE.—If a qualified airline
employee receives any airline payment
amount and transfers any portion of such
amount to a Roth IRA within 180 days of re-
ceipt of such amount (or, if later, within 180
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days of the date of the enactment of this
Act), then such amount (to the extent so
transferred) shall be treated as a qualified
rollover contribution described in section
408A(e) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986,
and the limitations described in section
408A(c)(3) of such Code shall not apply to any
such transfer.

(b) DEFINITIONS AND SPECIAL RULES.—For
purposes of this section—

(1) AIRLINE PAYMENT AMOUNT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘airline pay-
ment amount’” means any payment of any
money or other property which is payable by
a commercial passenger airline carrier to a
qualified airline employee—

(i) under the approval of an order of a Fed-
eral bankruptcy court in a case filed after
September 11, 2001, and before January 1,
2007, and

(ii) in respect of the qualified airline em-
ployee’s interest in a bankruptcy claim
against the carrier, any note of the carrier
(or amount paid in lieu of a note being
issued), or any other fixed obligation of the
carrier to pay a lump sum amount.

The amount of such payment shall be deter-
mined without regard to any requirement to
deduct and withhold tax from such payment
under sections 3102(a) and 3402(a).

(B) EXCEPTION.—An airline payment
amount shall not include any amount pay-
able on the basis of the carrier’s future earn-
ings or profits.

(2) QUALIFIED AIRLINE EMPLOYEE.—The
term ‘‘qualified airline employee’’ means an
employee or former employee of a commer-
cial passenger airline carrier who was a par-
ticipant in a defined benefit plan maintained
by the carrier which—

(A) is a plan described in section 401(a) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 which in-
cludes a trust exempt from tax under section
501(a) of such Code, and

(B) was terminated or became subject to
the restrictions contained in paragraphs (2)
and (3) of section 402(b) of the Pension Pro-
tection Act of 2006.

(3) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—If a com-
mercial passenger airline carrier pays 1 or
more airline payment amounts, the carrier
shall, within 90 days of such payment (or, if
later, within 90 days of the date of the enact-
ment of this Act), report—

(A) to the Secretary of the Treasury, the
names of the qualified airline employees to
whom such amounts were paid, and

(B) to the Secretary and to such employ-
ees, the years and the amounts of the pay-
ments.

Such reports shall be in such form, and con-
tain such additional information, as the Sec-
retary may prescribe.

(¢) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall
apply to transfers made after the date of the
enactment of this Act with respect to airline
payment amounts paid before, on, or after
such date.

SEC. 206. MODIFICATION OF PENALTY FOR FAIL-
URE TO FILE PARTNERSHIP RE-
TURNS.

Section 6698 of the 1986 Code is amended by
adding at the end the following new sub-
section:

‘‘(e) MODIFICATIONS.—In the case of any re-
turn required to be filed after December 31,
2008, the dollar amount in effect under sub-
section (b)(1) shall be increased by $4.”.

SEC. 207. MODIFICATION OF PENALTY FOR FAIL-
URE TO FILE S CORPORATION RE-
TURNS.

Section 6699 of the 1986 Code is amended by
adding at the end the following new sub-
section:

‘‘(e) MODIFICATIONS.—In the case of any re-
turn required to be filed after December 31,
2008, the dollar amount in effect under sub-
section (b)(1) shall be increased by $4.”".
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
North Dakota (Mr. POMEROY) and the
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
RAMSTAD) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from North Dakota.

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that 10 minutes of
my time be controlled by Mr. ANDREWS
of New Jersey of the Education and
Labor Committee.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Dakota?

There was no objection.

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise today in favor of moving this
bill, H.R. 6382, the Pension Protection
Technical Corrections Act, forward in
an expedited manner. This bill is im-
portant to workers so that their retire-
ment years will be more secure, and to
employers so that the cost of the de-
fined benefit pension which they are
committed to offering their employees
will be more predictable.

The Tax Code and the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act, known
as ERISA, are complex and broad
reaching laws. When Congress enacts
laws to change them, such as in the
Pension Protection Act, the inter-
actions between the Code and ERISA
are difficult, and we need to make cor-
rections of drafting areas in other as-
pects of the law that come to light
after the bill is passed. That is why we
are here today.

We need to act quickly. The Pension
Protection Act became effective more
than 6 months ago, imposing sweeping
reforms that affect how employers fund
the promises that they make to their
employees in the defined benefit pen-
sions. In addition, the bill includes
many significant reforms to multi-em-
ployers’ pension plans that cover union
workers.

Three months ago, this House unani-
mously passed a bill that included
many of the provisions that are before
us this morning, but that bill did not
address several key issues of special
importance to those employers who
continue to weather the storm and are
persistently committed to providing a
secured lifetime pension benefit to
workers.

At that time, there was a bipartisan
agreement that Congress needed to
take further action. It is important
that we are here today to complete our
work because American workers are
anxious about their retirement secu-
rity.

In April, the Employee Benefit Re-
search Institute reported that worker
confidence in their financial prospects
for retirement have reached a T-year
low. Their 2008 Retirement Confidence
Survey found only 18 percent of work-
ers very confident they will have
enough money to live comfortably
through their retirement years. This is
down from 27 percent 1 year ago, a drop
of nearly a third.
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I commend the Chairman of the Ways
and Means Committee, the Chairman
of the Education and Labor Committee
for bringing a bill to the floor that
gives both public and private sector de-
fined benefit plans the added clarity
they need to comply with the Pension
Protection Act.
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Let me also extend thanks to the
staff of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, the Education and Labor Com-
mittee and their counterparts in the
Senate. Their hard work brings us to
this point with a bill that provides the
needed clarifications of congressional
intent that the Treasury Department
and Internal Revenue Service need to
implement the provisions of the Pen-
sion Protection Act.

Today we also have an opportunity
to pass a bill that will help the bene-
ficiary of a 401(k) plan who would like
to keep the money for retirement sav-
ings since the bill before us clarifies
the application of a non-spousal roll-
over provision and the construction
worker whose pension may experience
underfunding since this bill also clari-
fies how the notice he or she will get
alerts him or her to any benefit reduc-
tions.

I want to speak for a minute about
the asset smoothing provision of this
bill, which I believe is substantively
very important. Importantly, H.R. 6382
does not leave the gaps that were not
included in this bill in this body when
it passed a few months ago, because the
bill before us today gives relief to plan
sponsors from volatility in plan costs
faced by employers who provide defined
benefit pensions.

It allows plan sponsors to use a tool
called ‘‘asset smoothing’ to balance
out the ups and downs that occur with
investments. Several months ago, one
of my colleagues from the other side of
the aisle called on this body to pass
asset smoothing quickly. Today we
have that opportunity.

As we have seen a sharp market
downturn occur in the stock market,
this tool becomes even more important
to help employers plan for pension ex-
penses. With this clarification of con-
gressional intent, employers will not
be forced to base pension plan con-
tributions on shifting marked-to-mar-
ket values. For some large employers,
this can mean a difference of several
million dollars. Our economy has gone
through a patch where over 400,000 jobs
have been lost in the last 6 months
alone. We do not want to put employ-
ers in this pinch between providing
pensions or keeping employees on their
jobs.

Some might think if the employer
has to put more money in the pension,
it is really a great thing for workers.
But there is an important hitch to this
consideration. Our Nation’s pension
plan is a voluntary system and employ-
ers can decide that offering a pension
simply no longer makes good business
sense.
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We have businesses struggling in this
recession. Many plans have been frozen
as employers ask, can we continue to
provide pension plan coverage? 3.3 mil-
lion workers have seen their benefit
plans frozen in some way, and, unfortu-
nately, when the Department of Labor
analyzed the Pension Protection Act,
they conducted no research on whether
the new stringent funding require-
ments would accelerate the freezing of
pension plans. I believe there is no
question the Pension Protection Plan
has accelerated the freezing of pension
plans, and if we don’t pass this act and
that smoothing provision in this tech-
nical corrections bill, more plans will
be frozen.

Another important fix included in
this bill is the defined benefit pension
plans that State and local governments
offer their employers. These public
plans were caught in the provisions of
a Pension Protection Act designed only
to cover cash balance conversions. It
was never intended to apply to public
pension plans. But, unfortunately, the
Treasury Department has held that the
credited interest provision of public
pension plans is limited to a rate no
greater than a market rate of return.

Under long-existing law that has
been in place for decades, the public
plans themselves and the political sub-
divisions or States that sponsor those
plans determined what the credited in-
terest rate would be. As a former em-
ployee of the State of North Dakota,
for example, I have a credited rate of
interest on a pension accrual that I
had, a vested pension benefit that I
have, of 7.5 percent that was deter-
mined by the State of North Dakota. It
ought to be recognized, as it has been
in the past. But under the Treasury
provision, no greater than market rate
of return would be allowed.

Well, public plans not subject to
ERISA, but with their unique protec-
tions and plan designs, should benefit
from this clarification to ensure rates
of interest provided by State and local
governments. Who in the world are we
in Congress, without even thinking
that this applied to public pension
plans in the first place, to say what the
credited rate of interest should be? We
have got to trust State and local polit-
ical subdivisions with this call, and
this bill fixes that problem.

In conclusion, just let me say that
American workers are anxious about
their retirement security. Today, Con-
gress can act to address and reduce this
uneasiness. It is a very important tech-
nical fix before us, and I urge its adop-
tion.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. RAMSTAD. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H.R. 6382, the Pension Protection
Technical Corrections Act. Pension
technical corrections, Mr. Speaker, are
hardly considered glamorous bills. The
Tax Code and ERISA which govern pen-
sion plans are complicated, to say the
least, and the interaction between the
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two sets of laws is very complex. So it
is no surprise that a pension technical
corrections bill is, as named, highly
technical.

But that doesn’t detract from the im-
portance of this bill. Because of the
complexity of this area of law, a num-
ber of glitches have been discovered
that prevent pension laws from oper-
ating the way Congress has intended.
This bill will fix those glitches, will
correct those errors, whether they are
drafting or other errors. This will give
much-needed certainty to plan admin-
istrators, government regulators, and,
most importantly, the people who de-
pend on pensions for their financial se-
curity in retirement.

That is the bottom line. This is all
about making these corrections so that
the people who depend on pensions for
their financial security in retirement
will have certainty and security.

Mr. Speaker, I realize some people do
not fully appreciate what a difficult
and painstaking process is involved in
technical corrections. In fact, until I
got involved directly, I didn’t realize
how complex a process this was, involv-
ing both caucuses, five committees in
both bodies of Congress and three exec-
utive branch agencies.

In the case of the bill before us
today, the process is led by the staff of
the Joint Committee on Taxation,
which did a marvelous job, and in-
cludes collaboration from the bipar-
tisan staff of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee and Education and Labor Com-
mittee, as well as their counterparts
from the Senate Finance and Senate
Health Committees. All of those staff-
ers should be commended, Mr. Speaker,
for the excellent work they did on this
legislation. Also involved were rep-
resentatives from the Treasury and
Labor Departments and the Pension
Benefit Guaranty Corporation.

Sometimes, Mr. Speaker, there are
disagreements about what should and
should not be considered technical.
Each participant in the process has a
veto. Thus, only items that were
unanimously viewed as correcting a
drafting mistake are included in the
technical title of the measure before
us. Getting all these players to agree
that the sky is blue is certainly not an
easy task, so I can’t overstate how
monumental it is that we now have a
bill that survived that rigorous proc-
ess.

There is also another title in the bill
containing a few other pension-related
items that are not purely technical. I
want to thank Chairman RANGEL and
his staff, as well as the Members here
before us today, the outstanding Mem-
bers on the other side the aisle from
the committee, Mr. POMEROY and also
the gentleman from New Jersey, for
their cooperation and collaboration on
the bill.

I also want to thank Mildeen Worrell
from Chairman RANGEL’s staff for
working to include the provision that I
authored that solves an urgent problem
for State employees back home in Min-
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nesota, including many, many first re-
sponders, police, firefighters and other
first responders, as well as teachers. I
am also grateful to Ranking Member
MCcCRERY and his excellent staff for
their assistance.

Mr. Speaker, let me conclude by say-
ing it is time to provide much-needed
certainty to our Nation’s pension plans
and the people who rely on them. I
urge my colleagues to support this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to claim the 10 minutes of the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New Jersey is recognized
for 10 minutes.

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of the legislation and would
like to echo the comments of my friend
from Minnesota in thanking the efforts
of so many people to make this bill
possible, beginning with Chairman
RANGEL, Mr. MCCRERY, Chairman MIL-
LER of the Education and Labor Com-
mittee, Ranking Member MCKEON,
Subcommittee Chair POMEROY, Mr.
RAMSTAD and others. This has been a
very cooperative and good effort.

Healthy pensions are healthy for the
economy of the United States. When
the tens of millions of people who are
covered by pension funds feel more
confident about the security of their
money and the likelihood that it will
continue on into the future, they are
more likely to be consumers and inves-
tors and engines of economic oppor-
tunity for the rest of us in the econ-
omy.

This act makes a number of impor-
tant corrections that will strengthen
and therefore make more healthy the
pension funds of our country. I em-
brace and support each of those
changes. I would like to highlight three
of them that I believe are of significant
and important relevance.

The first has to do with the so-called
smoothing provisions, which will par-
ticularly benefit the larger employers.
We have significant and rigid new
standards under the 2006 act which re-
quire underfunded plans to catch up so
that they are fully funded as soon as
reasonably possible. But it is impor-
tant that those rigid standards do not
choke off the economic activity of the
plan sponsor, and when they are too
rigid, they run that risk. So these
smoothing provisions give the plan
sponsor, the employer, the flexibility
to make a rational judgment about
how much money is needed to be put
into the fund to catch it up how soon.

In my view, this reform is a win for
the taxpayers, it is a win for the pen-
sioners and employees and a win for
the employer. It is a win for the tax-
payers in that a plan that is caught up
in a rational way by a successful em-
ployer is qualitatively less likely to go
into default, to go into insolvency and
to call for a bailout by the Pension
Benefit Guaranty Corporation. Ulti-
mately, the taxpayers of the country
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stand behind the PBGC. The fewer
claims of insolvency, the less risk to
the taxpayer.

Second, I believe that these provi-
sions are very good for pensioners and
employers because these provisions
substantially increase the likelihood
that the pension fund will be stable,
permanent and a source of income for
the person for the rest of his or her life.

Finally, this is most certainly an ad-
vantage for all those who benefit from
the pension system. So I think that
this is a very important change.

This is an important change for
small business as well. One particular
change that lets small businesses rely
upon a fixed 5.5 percent rate of interest
in their pension calculations means
that the person running a dental prac-
tice or a small manufacturing plant
does not have to incur unnecessary
legal or accounting or actuarial fees to
calculate and recalculate changing as-
sumptions. The matter of a few thou-
sand dollars for that plan sponsor is
very important, and it leads to the re-
sult that more employers will keep
these plans, as my friend Mr. POMEROY
expressed concern about earlier on.

Finally, I would join with the com-
ments of Mr. POMEROY and Mr.
RAMSTAD about the very significant
importance of the public employee pen-
sion fund provisions in this bill. The
history of public employee pension
funds in this country is a very stable
and positive one. With a few rare ex-
ceptions, fund trustees around this
country have made proper fiduciary
choices with the investment decisions
for the men and women who rely upon
those decisions, and one of those deci-
sions they make is the credit interest
rate that ought to be used in calcu-
lating certain distributions to retired
firefighters, teachers, police officers
and other public employees.

There is a saying that is not unique
to pension law, but unique to common
sense, which is if it ain’t broke, don’t
fix it. Public employee trustees around
the country have done an excellent job
in managing their funds, by and large.
This bill has a provision in it that
assures that those trustees will con-
tinue to have the freedom and flexi-
bility to make their own determination
as to what that credit interest rate
ought to be and that that determina-
tion should not be supplanted by the
judgment of any Federal agency or by
this Congress.

You might say, well, what about the
issue of exposure of the Federal tax-
payer? Aren’t we subjecting the Fed-
eral taxpayer to risk if the State and
local trustees make the wrong deci-
sion?
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Mr. Speaker, we are most emphati-
cally not, because the plans about
which I speak are not backed by the
Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation.
So the idea of Federal regulation im-
posing itself upon the decisions of
these trustees is without any merit or



H6252

justification. This will mean that po-
lice officers and firefighters and teach-
ers and other public employees will get
the fair pension for which they bar-
gained and to which they are entitled.

I would like to express my apprecia-
tion to the minority and majority staff
for their hard work on this bill. I think
it well serves the country. I would urge
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle
to support it.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Georgia, my colleague
on the Ways and Means Committee,
Mr. LEWIS.

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I want to thank my good friend Mr.
POMEROY for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, people are suffering,
people are barely getting by. Some peo-
ple are using their retirement savings
today to pay their credit card bills or
to avoid foreclosure on their home.
This is a choice people should not have
to make. Today, we offer just a little
bit of help.

Mr. Speaker, after a lifetime of hard
work, people need to know that they
can retire and their pensions will be
there for them. This bill will help thou-
sands of Delta employees who live and
work in my district, thousands of pi-
lots and airline workers, whose retire-
ment savings slipped away when the
airline went bankrupt.

The payments they are receiving
through the bankruptcy agreement are
not going to make up for that loss.
This bill will allow these workers to
take their bankruptcy payment and
put their money into a retirement ac-
count. Pilots and airline workers are
asking for this help so they can help
put their money back where it belongs,
growing into a nest egg for retirement.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Chair-
man RANGEL and the great staff of the
Ways and Means Committee and my
own staff who worked with me to help
pilots and airline workers in this bill
today. We must do more to help people
earn enough money and save enough
money so they can live well when they
retire. We must protect the hopes and
dreams of America’s workers.

Mr. RAMSTAD. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Just briefly, I rise again in strong
support of the Pension Protection
Technical Corrections Act. It truly is a
vital piece of legislation for the people
of America. I want to again thank
Chairman RANGEL, Chairman MILLER,
Ranking Member MCCRERY, Mr. PoM-
EROY, and Mr. ANDREWS for their col-
laboration on this legislation, and last
but not least the unsung heroes who
worked tirelessly to put this product
together, all the staff members of the
respective committees.

I urge passage of the bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. ANDREWS. I would just reit-
erate that we urge passage of this well-
thought-out bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from North Dakota has 30 sec-
onds remaining.

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, I just
want to thank Mr. RAMSTAD, a com-
mittee member who meant so much to
the Ways and Means Committee, Mr.
LEWIS for his work with the Delta pi-
lots and the provision he speaks to, as
well as Mr. ANDREWS, the pension re-
tirement benefits expert on the Ways
and Means and the Ed and Labor Com-
mittee.

I would like to think that, as we get
this finished today, this sets the stage
for joint collaboration further as we
work on pension and advancing retire-
ment security.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, | want to thank the Ways and Means
Committee for sheparding this bill, the Pension
Protection Technical Corrections Act, to the
floor.

The Pension Protection Act contained major
changes to the funding rules for defined ben-
efit pension plans. The final bill was over 900
pages long.

As can be expected with any massive legis-
lative vehicle, the final law contained dozens
of mistakes, some technical and some not so
technical.

The bill before us today primarily fixes only
the technical errors that have been found in
the bill. It does not seek to make any changes
in pension policy.

The bill was put together by the staffs of all
the committees of jurisdiction, both in the
House and Senate and on both sides of the
aisle. The bill has been vetted by the key reg-
ulatory agencies—the Department of Labor,
Treasury Department, and the Pension Benefit
Guaranty Corporation (PBGC).

The bill mostly fixes incorrect punctuation
and citations. It also contains a few sub-
stantive changes in places where the lan-
guage of the PPA was unclear and clarifica-
tion was needed for the agencies to be able
to carry out the purposes of the law.

| would like to address some confusion cre-
ated by the Treasury Department, in which it,
as part of its PPA interpretation, provided
guidance on the wear-away of workers’ ac-
crued pension benefits in cash balance plans.

An important part of the Pension Protection
Act was to make clear that the wear-away of
workers’ benefits was illegal in cash balance
plans, not only with respect to normal retire-
ment benefits, but also with respect to early
retirement benefits. As a political compromise,
Congress made this rule prospective only, with
the question of wear-away under the pre-PPA
law to be decided by the Federal courts.

The Treasury Department issued a first rul-
ing last year that undermined this carefully
crafted compromise. Treasury recently issued
new rules in which it indicated it will not rule
on pre-PPA wear-away. There are many court
cases pending on this matter and it must re-
main solely to the courts to decide whether
pre-PPA pension law permitted employers to
wear-away workers’ otherwise legally pro-
tected accrued benefits.

Although | did not support the PPA, | hope
that the House can pass these technical
changes and then move on to the more press-
ing retirement issues of the day.

With the faltering economy and housing
market crisis, more and more individuals are
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withdrawing their 401(k) pension monies in
order to pay their mortgages and other bills.

These families are being forced to sacrifice
their retirement security in order to survive day
to day.

The Congress needs to address the real re-
tirement security crisis facing working families.

The Pension Protection Act only made the
problem worse. The law forced companies to
speed up pension plan funding regardless of
the financial status of the company or the pen-
sion plan. While faster funding had some su-
perficial appeal, the real result is to encourage
employers to terminate their pension plans or
seek access to the accumulated assets.

Workers are increasingly dependent on
401(k) savings plans for their retirement secu-
rity.

But as my Committee has found over the
past year, 401(k) plans are being decimated
by below average investment returns and ex-
cessive fees.

The Congress needs to start thinking about
these more pressing issues.

Mr. POMEROY. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from North Dakota (Mr.
POMEROY) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6382.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks on H.R. 6382.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Dakota?

There was no objection.

———

HONORING THE GOAL OF THE
INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF AS-
TRONOMY

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 375)
to honor the goal of the International
Year of Astronomy, and for other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 375

Whereas the year 2009 represents the 400th
Anniversary of Galileo’s astronomical use of
the telescope;

Whereas the year 2009 has been designated
the International Year of Astronomy (IYA)
by the United Nations and UNESCO:;

Whereas astronomical observations and
discoveries have profound implications for
the development of science, philosophy, cul-
ture, and our general conception of our place
in the Universe;

Whereas astronomy is one of the oldest
basic sciences and contributes fundamen-
tally to the ultimate context of all other
sciences;
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Whereas astronomy and astronomical dis-
coveries continue to capture the imagination
of the American people;

Whereas the United States is the home of
the most advanced astronomical research in
the world;

Whereas the many creative programs and
activities planned in the United States for
IY A 2009 are strongly supported by the staff,
missions, and observatories of the National
Science Foundation and the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration;

Whereas science and technology awareness
and education play a critical role in the eco-
nomic success of the United States; and

Whereas the astronomical sciences inspire
students to study science, mathematics, en-
gineering, and technology: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the Congress—

(1) honors the goal of the International
Year of Astronomy to celebrate astronom-
ical discoveries;

(2) encourages the public to participate in
IYA celebrations and activities and discover
more about the Universe and the science of
astronomy; and

(3) applauds the efforts of the employees,
centers, and laboratories of the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration and
the National Science Foundation in pro-
moting public understanding of the astro-
nomical sciences during the celebration of
the International Year of Astronomy.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. LAMPSON) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. FEENEY) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on House
Concurrent Resolution 375, the resolu-
tion now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of H. Con. Res. 375,
honoring the goal of the International
Year of Astronomy. Astronomy seems
to capture the imagination of the pub-
lic more than almost any other dis-
cipline of science. Children everywhere
gaze with wonder and amazement at
the night sky. Images from the Hubble
telescope grace the screensavers and
wallpaper of our computers.

Millions of people every year visit
the many planetariums around the
country, including the historic Adler
Planetarium in Chicago, and the Burke
Baker Planetarium in Houston, which
is also used to train space shuttle as-
tronauts in identifying starfields.

The International Year of the As-
tronomy Committee is taking advan-
tage of the public’s enthusiasm by en-
gaging ordinary citizens in real sci-
entific projects, such as tracking bi-
nary stars and their eclipses from
many different locations. In fact, three
of the major goals for IYA 2009 are:
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One, increase scientific awareness; two,
promote widespread access to new
knowledge and observing experiences;
and, three, support and improve formal
and informal science education. These
are also priorities for the Science and
Technology Committee as reflected in
last year’s landmark COMPETES Act.

I applaud the astronomy community
for making the 2009 International Year
of Astronomy not just a celebration of
science by scientists but an oppor-
tunity to share the wonders and rel-
evance of science with all citizens
across the globe.

As a Texan, I am particularly proud
of the role that NASA and NASA cen-
ters, including the Johnson Space Cen-
ter in my district, will have in cele-
brating the International Year of As-
tronomy and in promoting astronomy
and space exploration. I thank Ms. GIF-
FORDS for offering this resolution to
recognize these important efforts and
honor the goals of the International
Year of Astronomy.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. FEENEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 375, to honor the goal of the Inter-
national Year of Astronomy, along
with the gentleman from Texas.

In 1609, Galileo Galilei turned a tele-
scope to the night sky and saw an
amazing array of astronomical won-
ders. From that point on, mankind has
been fascinated by the secrets of the
universe and has been committed to
understanding Earth and everything
beyond through extraordinary sci-
entific leaps.

In honor of the 400th anniversary of
Galileo’s discovery, the United Nations
has designated 2009 the International
Year of Astronomy. The purpose of the
International Year of Astronomy is to
help citizens of the world discover the
impact astronomy has had on their
daily lives and create a greater knowl-
edge of what the universe has to offer.
The International Year of Astronomy
will be a worldwide celebration aiming
to stimulate interest in astronomy and
science, particularly in younger gen-
erations, coalescing around the central
theme of, ‘““The Universe, Yours to Dis-
cover.”

There are eight major goals of the
International Year of Astronomy. They
include:

Increasing scientific awareness in the
general public through the communica-
tion of scientific breakthroughs;

Promoting widespread access to the
universal knowledge of fundamental
science through astronomy and sky-ob-
serving experiences;

Empowering astronomical commu-
nities in developing countries by en-
gaging in international collaboration;

Supporting and improving formal and
informal science education in schools
and science centers;

Providing a modern image of science
and scientists to reinforce the connec-
tion between science education and
science careers;

Facilitating new and strengthen ex-
isting astronomical networks by con-
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necting amateur astronomers with edu-
cators and scientists on a local, re-
gional, and national level;

Improving the gender balance of sci-
entists at all levels and promote great-
er involvement by underrepresented
minorities in scientific and engineering
careers; and, finally

Facilitating the preservation of the
world’s dark skies in places such as na-
tional parks and astronomical sites.

The U.S. is taking a lead role in the
International Year of Astronomy by
heading up four of the 11 cornerstone
projects outlined by the International
Astronomical Union. They include the
Galileoscope initiative, which aims to
provide millions of people with an inex-
pensive telescope in order to make
their own discoveries just as Galileo
did so many years ago; and Dark Skies
Awareness, a wide-ranging effort to
preserve and protect the world’s herit-
age of Dark Night Skies in astronom-
ical observation sites.

The U.S. is also taking part in From
the Earth to the Universe, an exhibit of
astronomical photographs from ground
and space-based observatories to be dis-
played in public locations accessible to
all. These projects are designed to help
achieve one or more of the eight main
goals that I went through before.

The International Year of Astronomy
is an effort in which the United States
is pleased to take a leading role, and I
applaud the efforts of the United Na-
tions and the International Astronom-
ical Union. Therefore, I am pleased to
join today with the gentleman from
Texas, and I urge all of my colleagues
to support House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 375.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as the gentlelady from Ari-
zona (Ms. GIFFORDS) would consume.

Ms. GIFFORDS. I thank the gen-
tleman.

Next year will be the 400th anniver-
sary of when the Italian astronomer
Galileo Galilei first pointed a telescope
into the night sky. Galileo did not in-
vent the telescope, but he was the first
one to use it for astronomy. The obser-
vations he made ultimately revolution-
ized humanity’s understanding of the
solar system and of the universe.

Though his telescope was crude, cer-
tainly by modern day standards, he
was able to see craters and shadows
and mountains on the Moon. He also
saw the planet Venus go through
phases just like our moon does. And he
saw moons orbiting the planet Jupiter.
He saw all of this at a time when con-
ventional wisdom held that all celes-
tial objects orbited our planet, the
planet Earth. These discoveries marked
the beginning of modern astronomy.

It is because of the importance of
these discoveries that countries all
around the world have chosen to recog-
nize the 400th anniversary year, 2009, as
the International Year of Astronomy.
This celebration of astronomical dis-
coveries is designed to increase inter-
est in astronomy and science. Through-
out next year, a wide variety of events
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and activities and meetings at parks
and museums and other public spaces
will promote a greater understanding
and appreciation of astronomy and
science throughout the United States
and throughout the world.

It is only befitting that the United
States is taking a lead role in this
international celebration, because
today the United States is at the fore-
front in astronomical research. We
have built telescopes that would as-
tound Galileo and his contemporaries.
We have telescopes on earth with mir-
rors 400 inches across. We also have
telescopes that orbit our planet far
above the earth’s surface. Indeed,
NASA’s space-based telescopes, includ-
ing Hubble Space Telescope, Spitzer,
Chandra, and many others, regularly
produce images that amaze and inspire
people around the world and yield sci-
entific discoveries on everything from
the formation of stars and the solar
systems to the fate of our universe
itself.

Now, I am particularly excited about
the opportunity to use the Inter-
national Year of Astronomy to engage
and inspire young people in mathe-
matics and science generally and par-
ticularly. I am pleased that the 110th
Congress has come to great lengths to
increase our Nation’s emphasis on
science and math, most notably by
passing the America COMPETES Act
last year. But we can always do more.
And nothing captures and engages the
mind of students, young and old alike,
than the process of discovery. This is
the fundamental essence of astronomy,
and it is my hope that the events and
the activities sponsored by the Inter-
national Year of Astronomy will in-
spire many new young people to em-
brace worlds that will open them
through the study of math and science.

0 1200

Astronomy has a strong history in
my southern Arizona district, and one
of the brightest stars we have is Dr.
Roger Angel, a professor of astronomy
and recipient of a MacArthur Founda-
tion genius award. In Dr. Angel’s own
words, ‘“‘from the study of astronomy,
students today can learn about energy
in all of its forms, as well as gain an
appreciation for the beauty of the uni-
verse. They learn practical tools need-
ed to address the energy and climate
crisis. Astronomy know-how even has
practical value. I am using it to figure
out good ways to harness the sun’s en-
ergy on Earth with big, telescope-like
mirrors.”’

Thus, we see an example of how stu-
dents today can build a foundation, and
exactly the kind of scientific under-
standing and technological skill that
we need to solve some of society’s most
pressing problems, climate change,
global warming, and our energy needs
in the future.

In the United States, some key orga-
nizations sponsoring, promoting and
organizing events and activities for the
International Year of Astronomy in-
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clude the American Astronomical Soci-
ety, the Astronomical Society of the
Pacific, the Astronomical League, the
American Association of Variable Star
Observers, NASA, and the National
Science Foundation.

Ultimately, astronomy is the study
of everything that is not on Earth. It
appeals to our sense of wonder and cu-
riosity and our place in the vast cos-
mos. The German astronomer Johan-
nes Kepler, whose laws of planetary
motion are still used today said, ‘“The
treasures hidden in the heavens are so
rich that the human mind shall never
be lacking in fresh nourishment.”

It is those treasures of the heavens,
and the men and women who study
them, that we will celebrate and honor
and discover in 2009 with the Inter-
national Year of Astronomy.

Mr. FEENEY. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank again the gentleman from Texas.
All humanity has a common interest in
what astronomy can provide to us, and
I encourage all of my colleagues to sup-
port the bill.

I want to thank staff on both sides
for their work on this bill, including a
young woman named Susan Gleiser.
This is one of the first bills she has had
a chance to work on. I urge unanimous
adoption of this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further speakers, and I concur with
Mr. FEENEY and would ask that this
bill pass.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SERRANO). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. LAMPSON) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution, H. Con. Res. 375.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

CELEBRATING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FIRST AMERICAN
WOMAN IN SPACE, DR. SALLY K.
RIDE, AND HONORING HER CON-
TRIBUTIONS TO THE SPACE PRO-
GRAM AND TO SCIENCE EDU-
CATION

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 1313) celebrating the
25th anniversary of the first American
woman in space, Dr. Sally K. Ride, and
honoring her contributions to the
space program and to science edu-
cation.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. REs. 1313

Whereas Sally K. Ride of Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia, a physicist by training and an accom-
plished athlete, was selected as a National
Aeronautics and Space Administration
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(NASA) astronaut candidate in 1978, as part
of the eighth class of NASA astronauts and
one of only six women in the class;

Whereas on June 18, 1983, Dr. Ride was
lofted into space aboard the Space Shuttle
Challenger as part of the STS-7 crew, mak-
ing her the first American woman in space;

Whereas the STS-7 crew launched two
communications satellites from the Shuttle
and accomplished many first steps for the
United States space program, including the
first release and capture of a satellite using
the Shuttle’s robotic arm, the first dem-
onstration of a Shuttle’s flight in formation
with a free-flying satellite, and the first
United States-German cooperative material
science experiments aboard the Shuttle, as
well as the conduct of other science experi-
ments;

Whereas on October 5, 1984, Dr. Ride made
her second spaceflight as a mission specialist
on STS 41-G, a mission that demonstrated
the ability to refuel satellites in orbit and
launched NASA’s Earth Radiation Budget
Satellite, which spent over 20 years pro-
viding valuable scientific data on the Earth’s
absorption and re-radiation of solar energy;

Whereas when training for Dr. Ride’s third
spaceflight assignment ceased after the trag-
ic loss of the Space Shuttle Challenger and
her crew in 1986, Dr. Ride was called to serve
on the Presidential Commission on the Space
Shuttle Challenger Accident;

Whereas Dr. Ride has continued to serve
the Nation’s space program with distinction,
authoring the 1987 report, Leadership and
America’s Future in Space, and serving on
the Columbia Accident Investigation Board;

Whereas, as an educator, author of chil-
dren’s books, and advocate for the next gen-
eration of women in science, mathematics,
and technology, Dr. Ride’s work has contrib-
uted to the wellbeing of our youth; and

Whereas Dr. Ride has worked tirelessly and
passionately to encourage young women to
follow the sciences, mathematics, and tech-
nology by promoting science festivals,
camps, and other opportunities through
which young women can acquire hands-on
learning about science: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) celebrates the 25th anniversary of Dr.
Sally K. Ride as the first American woman
in space; and

(2) extends its appreciation and gratitude
for Dr. Ride’s excellence in service to the Na-
tion as an astronaut, educator, and advocate
for the next generation of women scientists
and engineers.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. LAMPSON) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. FEENEY) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H. Res.
1313, the resolution now under consid-
eration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I introduced H. Res.
1313 which celebrates the 25th anniver-
sary of the first American woman in



July 9, 2008

space, Dr. Sally K. Ride. I was pleased
that the gentlewoman from California
(Mrs. DAVIS), the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. FEENEY), and the gentleman
from Colorado (Chairman TUDALL),
joined me as original cosponsors and I
want to thank them for their support.
This is a very special woman who has
done something significant for the
United States of America and a project
which has touched this world.

On June 18, 1983, Dr. Sally Ride made
history with her groundbreaking space
shuttle flight. However, that has been
by no means her only accomplishment.
Dr. Ride has had a distinguished career
of service to America as a veteran
NASA astronaut and as an unwavering
advocate for the next generation of
women in space, mathematics and en-
gineering.

She first flew as a member of the
STS-7 crew, which achieved several
firsts for the United States space pro-
gram, including the first release and
capture of a satellite using the orbit-
er’s robotic arm and the first dem-
onstration of a shuttle flying in forma-
tion with a free-flying satellite. And
she then flew again in 1984.

She has served the space program in
other ways as well. In 1987, she wrote
the thoughtful report on future direc-
tions of the U.S. space program, enti-
tled ‘“‘Leadership and America’s Future
in Space.” And when tragedy struck
the human space flight program, she
served with distinction on both the
Challenger and Columbia accident inves-
tigation boards.

In addition, Dr. Ride has worked tire-
lessly to encourage young women to
pursue careers in science, engineering
and mathematics through her science
festivals and camps. She also has
sought to engage young people through
other creative approaches such as the
EarthKAM program she established to
allow middle school students to par-
ticipate directly in the excitement of
space exploration. That is one of the
programs that we have seen dwindle
and we hope to have a rekindling of
support because it is a magnificent one
to encourage students to stay involved
and become involved in math and
science and engineering courses.

As many of you know, I am pas-
sionate about the need to get our kids
interested in math and science, and I
think the Nation owes Dr. Ride a debt
of gratitude for her efforts in that re-
gard.

So to sum up, Dr. Sally Ride has done
much to serve our Nation since she
rode the shuttle into space 25 years
ago. I urge my colleagues to join me in
saluting her on this 25th anniversary of
her first flight.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. FEENEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I am pleased to join Mr. LAMPSON in
cosponsoring House Resolution 1313
which honors the life and accomplish-
ments of an amazing woman, astronaut
Dr. Sally K. Ride.

Sally Ride was born in Los Angeles,
California, on May 26, 1951, and is per-
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haps best known as the first American
woman in space. She was selected for
NASA’s astronaut program in January
1978, and became a mission specialist
on the seventh space shuttle mission,
which launched from the Kennedy
Space Center, Florida, on June 18, 1983.
This was the second flight of the space
shuttle Challenger, and the first mis-
sion with a five-person crew. During
the mission, Dr. Ride operated the
shuttle’s remote manipulator arm to
perform the first deployment and re-
trieval exercise from the shuttle’s
cargo bay. These early demonstrations
paved the way for routine, yet vitally
important, operations necessary to
build the International Space Station.

Prior to her service with NASA,
Sally Ride received a bachelor of
science in physics and a bachelor of
arts in English, and went on to receive
a master of science and doctorate de-
gree in physics from Stanford Univer-
sity.

What is perhaps less well known
about Sally Ride is the work she has
done to motivate girls and young
women to pursue careers in math and
science and technology. She has writ-
ten five science books for children, and
initiated and directed education pro-
grams to encourage a fascination with
science among middle school students.

Dr. Ride also served the Nation in
other capacities, including as a mem-
ber of the Presidential Commission in-
vestigating the Space Shuttle Chal-
lenger accident, and later the Columbia
Accident Investigation Board. She has
been a member of the President’s Com-
mittee of Advisers on Science and
Technology, and the National Research
Council’s Space Studies Board, as well
as served on the Boards of Congres-
sional Office of Technology Assess-
ment.

Indeed, our country does owe a great
debt of gratitude to this amagzing
woman, Dr. Sally Ride.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I recog-
nize the gentlewoman from California
(Mrs. DAVIS) and grant her as much
time as she may consume.

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the 25th anni-
versary of Dr. Sally K. Ride’s historic
journey as the first American woman
in space.

Dr. Ride also happens to be one of my
constituents, and I have had the pleas-
ure of meeting her. Twenty-five years
ago, Dr. Ride and the STS-7 crew of the
Space Shuttle Challenger were pro-
pelled into space. It had been over two
decades since Neil Armstrong took one
giant leap for mankind. But on June 18,
1983, Sally K. Ride took a large stride
for women everywhere by becoming the
first American woman in space.

A gifted athlete, Dr. Ride had opted
out of a promising tennis career to pur-
sue college degrees in physics and
English at Stanford University.

In 1977, Dr. Ride’s interest was piqued
by a NASA announcement seeking
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young scientists to serve as mission
specialists on shuttle flights. Hers
would be the first NASA class ever to
accept women.

Out of thousands of applications,
NASA selected Dr. Ride to be one of six
women out of 35 new astronauts, and
the class became known as the ‘35 New
Guys.”

To be sure, Mr. Speaker, on her his-
toric space mission, Dr. Ride wasn’t
simply along for the ride. She was the
mission’s flight engineer, tested a
robotic arm which deployed and re-
trieved satellites, and assisted the
commander and pilot during flight.

Six years later, Dr. Ride flew into
space again. Her experience and success
earned her the respect of our Nation
and her colleagues.

In 1986, she was asked to served on
the Presidential Commission inves-
tigating the tragic Challenger explo-
sion. Dr. Ride left her position at
NASA in 1987, but has never stopped in-
spiring and encouraging the next gen-
eration to explore the world of science
and space. Her impact on young women
has been particularly profound.

She is a professor of physics at the
University of California, San Diego and
director of the University of Califor-
nia’s California Space Institute. And
she has also founded her own company,
Sally Ride Science, which encourages
students and their parents and teach-
ers to learn about and enjoy the field of
science. And I know from personal ex-
perience that at the science and math
fairs, she is the hit. She is the high-
light, and all of the young people really
line up to talk with her.

Capturing the essence of Dr. Ride’s
life work, her company’s motto is ‘‘All
Science, All the Time.”

It is this undying dedication to her
field and to informing and inspiring
young people that has been so char-
acteristic of Dr. Ride since her barrier-
breaking space mission a quarter of a
century ago. With women like her lead-
ing the way, it is no wonder that the
number of females to obtain degrees in
science and engineering has increased
dramatically in the last 30 years.

Ensuring that women are equitably
represented in science and technology
fields will mean a new level of global
competitiveness for our country. This
is something we need as we continue to
fall behind as a Nation in math and the
sciences.

While Dr. Ride’s mission landed safe-
ly 25 years ago, the task of achieving
gender parity in her field is far from
over.

As Dr. Ride’s Congresswoman and as
the grandmother to a young and curi-
ous granddaughter, I urge my col-
leagues to support this resolution.

Mr. FEENEY. I have no further
speakers, and again, I am pleased to be
an original cosponsor of Mr. LAMPSON’S
resolution honoring a great American.
I urge its adoption by the House.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, it has
been an honor to work with those who
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have believed so very much in helping
change young people’s lives across this
country of ours. Mr. FEENEY, Mrs.
DAvis and Mr. UDALL all saw the im-
pact that Dr. Sally Ride had on so
many young minds across this Nation
to encourage them to study science and
math and engineering-related classes. 1
think this is a wonderful way of saying
thank you to another pioneer who has
made a difference in so many people’s
lives.

I thank the gentleman for working
with us on the resolution. I ask support
for the resolution.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in strong support of H.R. 1313,
Celebrating the 25th Anniversary of the first
American Woman in Space, Dr. Sally K. Ride.
This legislation gives us the opportunity to ex-
tend our appreciation and gratitude for Dr.
Ride’s excellence in service to the Nation as
an astronaut, educator, and advocate for the
next generation of women scientists and engi-
neers. | would like to thank my distinguished
colleague  from  Texas, Congressman
LAMPSON, for introducing this important legisla-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, Sally K. Ride of Los Angeles,
California, a physicist by training and an ac-
complished athlete, was selected as a Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration,
NASA, astronaut candidate in 1978, as part of
the eighth class of NASA astronauts and one
of only six women in the class. On June 18,
1983, Dr. Ride was lofted into space aboard
the Space Shuttle Challenger as part of the
STS-7 crew, making her the first American
woman in space. As a representative from
“Space City Houston”, | am personally in-
spired by Dr. Ride’s accolades and triumph
over the status quo.

The STS-7 crew launched two communica-
tions satellites from the shuttle and accom-
plished many first steps for the United States
space program, including the first release and
capture of a satellite using the shuttle’s robotic
arm, the first demonstration of a shuttle’s flight
in formation with a free-flying satellite, and the
first United States-German cooperative mate-
rial science experiments aboard the shuttle, as
well as the conduct of other science experi-
ments.

On October 5, 1984, Dr. Ride courageously
made her second spaceflight as a mission
specialist on STS 41-G, a mission that dem-
onstrated the ability to refuel satellites in orbit
and launched NASA’s Earth Radiation Budget
Satellite, which spent over 20 years providing
valuable scientific data on the Earth’s absorp-
tion and re-radiation of solar energy. However,
training for Dr. Ride’s third spaceflight assign-
ment ceased after the tragic loss of the Space
Shuttle Challenger and her crew in 1986. Fol-
lowing this, Dr. Ride was called to serve on
the Presidential Commission on the Space
Shuttle Challenger Accident.

Refusing to let the tragic loss of her crew-
men deter her from her passion, Dr. Ride con-
tinued to serve the Nation’s space program
with distinction, authoring the 1987 report,
Leadership and America’s Future in Space,
and serving on the Columbia Accident Inves-
tigation Board. As an educator, author of chil-
dren’s books, and advocate for the next gen-
eration of women in science, mathematics,
and technology, Dr. Ride’s work has contrib-
uted to the wellbeing of our youth.
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Dr. Ride has worked tirelessly and passion-
ately to encourage young women to follow the
sciences, mathematics, and technology by
promoting science festivals, camps, and other
opportunities through which young women can
acquire hands-on learning about science.

Mr. Speaker, | encourage my colleagues to
join me in recognizing Dr. Sally K. Ride. This
legislation gives us the opportunity to extend
our appreciation and gratitude for Dr. Ride’s
excellence in service to the Nation as an as-
tronaut, educator, and advocate for the next
generation of women scientists and engineers.
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Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
LAMPSON) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 1313.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

————————

COMMEMORATING THE 25TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE SPACE FOUN-
DATION

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 1312) commemo-
rating the 25th anniversary of the
Space Foundation.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. REs. 1312

Whereas, on March 21, 1983, the United
States Space Foundation was founded by a
small group of pioneering individuals in Col-
orado Springs, Colorado;

Whereas 2008 marks the 25th year of excel-
lence and service of the Space Foundation;

Whereas the mission of the Space Founda-
tion is to advance space-related endeavors to
inspire, enable, and propel humanity;

Whereas the Space Foundation has become
the leading nonprofit organization advancing
the exploration, development, and use of
space and space education for the benefit of
all humankind;

Whereas the Space Foundation embraces
all aspects of space including commercial,
civil, and national security;

Whereas the current national security en-
vironment requires extensive use and ad-
vancement of space-based assets;

Whereas the Space Foundation has con-
tributed to space education programs in all
50 States and also in Europe and Asia;

Whereas the Space Foundation is regarded
internationally as a leading space advocacy
organization, and is a member of the United
States Delegation to the United Nations
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space; and

Whereas the Space Foundation hosts the
National Space Symposium and Strategic
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Space and Defense, 2 of the top conferences
for space professionals: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes the contributions made by
the Space Foundation; and

(2) commemorates the Space Foundation’s
25 years of excellence and support to the Na-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. LAMPSON) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. FEENEY) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on H. Res.
1312, the resolution now under consid-
eration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H. Res. 1312 which commemorates
the 256th anniversary of the Space
Foundation. The Space Foundation was
founded in 1983 in Colorado Springs,
Colorado, with the purpose of helping
to advocate the Nation’s space-related
endeavors. Over the past 25 years, it
has carried out that mission in an im-
pressive fashion. It has grown to the
point where it now undertakes space
advocacy and space education initia-
tives in all 50 States.

As someone who feels passionately
about the importance of getting our
young people interested and educated
in math and science, I want to call par-
ticular attention to the foundation’s
educational activities. The Space
Foundation has recognized that space
exploration is something that can real-
ly inspire kids and propel them to
study hard so that some day they, too,
can be a part of the Nation’s endeavors
in space. The foundation is doing work,
important work in promoting science
education, and I salute them for it.

In addition, the Space Foundation
has involved itself in seeking the best
path forward for the Nation across a
range of commercial, civil, and na-
tional security space issues, and it con-
sistently provides a respected forum
for policy discussion and debates. In
short, the Space Foundation is at the
forefront of promoting the develop-
ment and use of space for all human-
kind.

I want to join Mr. LAMBORN and other
Members in congratulating the Space
Foundation on 25 years of accomplish-
ment and in wishing the foundation all
the best for another 25 years of service.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FEENEY. Mr. Speaker, I would
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.
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Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of
House Resolution 1312 which com-
memorates the 25th anniversary of the
Space Foundation. I want to thank its
sponsors, Mr. LAMBORN of Colorado and
Mr. LAMPSON from Texas, for this very
important resolution honoring the
Space Foundation.

The Space Foundation was estab-
lished in Colorado Springs in 1983 to
provide a nonpartisan source of cred-
ible information to a wide variety in
the space community, from profes-
sionals to the general public.

Over the last 25 years, the Space
Foundation’s mission has been to ad-
vance space-related endeavors to in-
spire, enable, and propel humanity.
The Space Foundation has developed
alongside the space community by fos-
tering and promoting a greater under-
standing and awareness and practical
uses of space for the benefit of civiliza-
tion in all aspects of space: commer-
cial, civil, and national security.

Perhaps the most notable has been
the Space Foundation’s commitment
to space education programs. Since its
inception, the Space Foundation has
been a leading champion for bringing
space science into the classroom. The
Space Foundation’s Summer Institute
provides a unique educational environ-
ment in which teachers can continue
their space studies and help enhance
their students’ classroom experience.

In addition to the Summer Institute,
the Space Foundation hosts the Na-
tional Space Symposium and Strategic
Space and Defense, two of the top three
conferences for space professionals
worldwide. I might say I had the honor
of attending a recent conference in Col-
orado Springs. The Space Foundation
has been useful in efforts to bring to-
gether all aspects of the space industry
and has established itself a crucial
member of the space community.

I'm proud to support this resolution
honoring a significant organization,
and I urge my colleagues to also sup-
port House Resolution 1312.

With that, I would reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I will
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. FEENEY. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to yield 4 minutes to the sponsor
of the resolution, the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. LAMBORN).

Mr. LAMBORN. I thank my colleague
from Florida.

I rise today, Mr. Speaker, in support
of this resolution, H. Res. 1312, com-
memorating the 25th anniversary of
the United States Space Foundation.
Founded in March of 1983 by a small
group of pioneering individuals in Colo-
rado Springs, Colorado, the Space
Foundation serves to advance Amer-
ica’s space-related endeavors to in-
spire, enable, and propel humanity.
This nonprofit organization is a leader
in advancing space exploration, devel-
opment, and use of space and space
education for the benefit of all human-
kind and embraces all aspects of space
including commercial, civilian, and na-
tional security components.
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The Space Foundation’s leadership in
international space advocacy has led to
their membership in the United States
Delegation to the United States Com-
mittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space.

I urge my colleagues to support this
resolution and recognize the contribu-
tions made by the Space Foundation
and commemorate their 25 years of ex-
cellence in support of this Nation.

Mr. FEENEY. I have no further
speakers. I am prepared to close.

With that, I want to thank Mr.
LAMBORN and urge the resolution’s
adoption by the full House.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I, too,
want to congratulate Mr. LAMBORN for
his recognition of this legislation, and
I encourage my colleagues to support
it. The most important thing that I
saw as a physical science teacher in
high school for many years, particu-
larly during the years of the Apollo
missions to and from the Moon, was
the excitement of young people, and
this is exactly what this resolution is
about and what the space advocacy has
been about.

I urge support of House Resolution
1312.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
LAMPSON) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 1312.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE NATIONAL
AERONAUTICS AND SPACE AD-
MINISTRATION

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 1315) commemo-
rating the 50th Anniversary of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1315

Whereas the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration was established on
July 29, 1958;

Whereas on May 5, 1961, NASA successfully
launched America’s first manned spacecraft,
Freedom 7, piloted by Alan B. Shepard, Jr.;

Whereas in July of 1969 President John
Kennedy’s vision of landing a man on the
moon and returning him safely to Earth was
realized with the Apollo 11 mission, com-
manded by Neil A. Armstrong, Lunar Module
Pilot Edwin ‘“‘Buzz”’ Aldrin, Jr., and Com-
mand Module pilot Michael Collins;

Whereas on April 12, 1981, NASA began a
new era of human space flight and explo-
ration with the launch of the first Space
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Shuttle Columbia, commanded by John W.
Young and piloted by Robert L. ‘“Bob”
Crippen;

Whereas NASA has greatly expanded our
knowledge and understanding of our planet
and solar system through various unmanned
vehicles utilized on numerous missions;

Whereas, during the Cold War, NASA’s
achievements served as a source of national
pride and captured the imagination of the
world by demonstrating a peaceful use of our
technological capabilities;

Whereas NASA now serves as a model for
international cooperation and American
leadership through the International Space
Station and other scientific endeavors;

Whereas thanks to NASA and the far-
reaching gaze of the Hubble Space Telescope,
we have seen further into our universe than
ever before;

Whereas NASA space probes have landed
on or flown by eight of the planets in our
solar system;

Whereas the aeronautics research by NASA
has led to great discoveries and advances in
aircraft design and aviation;

Whereas the work done by NASA has ex-
panded the scope of human knowledge, cre-
ated new technologies, and inspired young
men and women to enter scientific and engi-
neering careers;

Whereas in the last fifty years, NASA has
positively impacted almost every facet of
our lives; and

Whereas, thanks to the heroism, courage,
and supreme sacrifice of our astronaut corps
over the last five decades, we are now able to
live and work in space for the benefit of all
men: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) honors the men and women of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion on the occasion of its 50th Anniversary;

(2) acknowledges the value of NASA’s dis-
coveries and accomplishments; and

(3) pledges to maintain America’s position
as the world leader in aeronautics and space
exploration and technology.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. LAMPSON) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. McCAUL) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. LAMPSON).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on H. Res.
1315, the resolution now under consid-
eration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise today to commemorate the 50th
anniversary of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration,
whose many outstanding achievements
have provided many immeasurable ben-
efits for the United States and the
world.

It was 50 years ago this month, spe-
cifically July 29, that President Eisen-
hower signed the National Aeronautics
and Space Act of 1958 that established
NASA. At that time, the American
public was still reeling from the im-
pact of the Soviet Union’s successful
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launch of Sputnik 1 in late 1957 which
led to the space race with the Soviets.
That race came to an end less than 12
years later when American astronauts
successfully landed on the Moon and
returned safely to Earth. NASA was
the agency that led the effort to create
a human space flight program from
scratch and make America preeminent
in space.

Yet as remarkable as NASA’s
achievements were in getting America
to the Moon as well as to building the
Shuttle and Skylab and the Inter-
national Space Station, NASA has ex-
celled in many other areas. NASA’s
aeronautics research and development
activities over the past half century
have led to significant advances in
both civil and military aircraft.
NASA’s aeronautics programs have
also helped to make America’s aviation
system a world leader in safety and
have improved our quality of life in nu-
merous ways.

In addition to human space flight and
aeronautics, NASA has created space
and Earth science programs that are
second to none in the world in terms of
advancing knowledge of our planet and
of our universe. One only has to look at
the ways in which the Hubble tele-
scope, for example, has rewritten the
astronomy textbook since its launch in
1990 to know that NASA’s space-based
science programs are really some of
the Nation’s premier research endeav-
ors.

In addition, NASA’s technology de-
velopments have rippled through our
economy in countless ways, delivering
new materials, new processes, and new
systems that have had a major impact
on things as diverse as health care and
weather forecasting.

And finally, NASA continues to be a
source of inspiration to our young peo-
ple and a symbol to the world of Amer-
ica’s technological and scientific pre-
eminence. These are important reali-
ties that we should not overlook when
we debate funding for NASA.

Mr. Speaker, investing in NASA has
been and continues to be an investment
in our future. I'm proud to be an origi-
nal cosponsor of this resolution along
with Mr. McCCAUL. I urge all of our
Members to support it.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. McCAUL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I want to thank my colleague and
friend from the Houston area for his
support in this resolution.

I rise today in support of H. Res. 1315,
to commemorate the 50th anniversary
of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration, otherwise known as
NASA. NASA was founded on July 29,
1958. On May b, 1961, the first American
was launched into space on Freedom 7,
and that was Alan Shepard. On July 20,
1969, President Kennedy’s dream was
fulfilled when Apollo 11 landed on the
Moon. Neil Armstrong became the first
man to walk on the Moon at that time,
and the first space shuttle Columbia
launched on April 12, 1981.
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NASA has inspired generations of in-
terest in science and engineering in
young people. I remember taking one
of the astronauts through my school
district all the way from Houston to
Austin, Texas, and just the hope and
the dreams that she and NASA’s pro-
gram inspires in our young people, par-
ticularly in the fields of math and
science, is truly an inspiration, I think,
for all of us as Members of Congress.

NASA’s work has really led to tech-
nological and scientific advantages
that benefit everyone in society, in-
cluding satellite communications. We
all use cell phones. Lord knows we all
use our BlackBerrys here in Congress
and elsewhere. We have a great under-
standing of the human body because of
the knowledge gained during man’s
space flight.
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This program, based at the Johnson
Space Center in Mr. LAMPSON’s district
and not too far from mine, is an impor-
tant part of the Houston area economy.
More than 15,000 people are employed
at the Johnson Space Center, and
NASA’s work is an example of how the
government and the private sector can
work together to make this world a
better place.

It’s vital that the Congress act, in
my view, to minimize the gap between
the retirement of the space shuttle and
the start of Orion, to maintain our
leadership role in space exploration.
And through the International Space
Station, NASA currently serves as a
model of international cooperation.

NASA’s work has greatly expanded
our knowledge of our universe. The
Hubble Telescope, as my colleague
from Houston talked about, launched
in 1990, is still providing us with useful
data and bringing the schoolchildren
the wonders of space. NASA has sent
probes to eight different planets in the
solar system.

We can’t think about the space pro-
gram without the President who
launched it, President Kennedy, and
when he explained why space explo-
ration is so important and so nec-
essary, he said, ‘“The exploration of
space will go ahead, whether we join it
or not, and it is one of the greatest ad-
ventures of all time, and no Nation
which expects to be the leader of other
Nations can expect to stay behind in
this race for space . .. We set sail on
this new sea because there is new
knowledge to be gained and new rights
to be won, and they must be won and
used for all people.”

With that, Mr. Speaker, I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, at this
time, I yield 5 minutes to the
gentlelady from California (Ms. RICH-
ARDSON).

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I
rise in strong support of H. Res. 1315,
commemorating the 50th anniversary
of NASA.

With the exception of apple pie and
baseball, few reflections resonate
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across America of how proud we are of
all of the work that NASA has done.

Since its inception in 1958, NASA has
been the leading agency for American
and global innovation. Indeed, the cre-
ation of NASA was responsible for in-
troducing a whole new generation of
scientists, engineers, and mathemati-
cians here in the United States.

Likewise, as we celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the creation of NASA, it
is important to adhere to the con-
tinuing commitment we should make
as a Nation to embrace innovation, and
reach the unachievable, but we, as
Members of Congress, must back that
up with funding.

As a member of the Science and
Technology Committee, I was fortu-
nate to view in person the launch of
the Space Shuttle Endeavor on March
10, 2008, where I witnessed at night the
best and the brightest orchestrated
through its operations and through its
making history.

From making commercial aviation
safer, to studying climate change, and
strengthening international partner-
ships, which we desperately need at
this time, the scientists at NASA con-
tinue to do advanced research on the
issues that affect our daily lives.

I would like to applaud my colleague
on the Science and Technology Com-
mittee, Representative McCAUL, for
bringing this thoughtful resolution to
the floor and also to Mr. LAMPSON for
his commitment to this issue.

I urge all of my colleagues to support
H. Res. 1315, commemorating the 50th
anniversary, and we hope that there
will be many to come.

Mr. McCAUL of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
at this time, I yield to the distin-
guished gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
GINGREY) for 4 minutes.

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding, and I rise
in strong support of this resolution, H.
Res. 1315, honoring NASA on its 50th
anniversary.

As an original cosponsor of this reso-
lution, I'd like to commend my col-
leagues from the Science Committee,
the chairman of the subcommittee, Mr.
LAMPSON, the ranking member, Mr.
McCAUL of Texas, for introducing the
thoughtful resolution commemorating
NASA on this important milestone for
our country.

Mr. Speaker, over the years, NASA
has not only been the leader in human
space exploration, but has successfully
used technological capabilities like, as
mentioned by my colleagues, the
Hubble Telescope and GPS systems. I
anticipate the men and women of
NASA, they will continue being the
true leaders and innovators in the
years to come.

Mr. Speaker, as we speak today,
NASA is undergoing aggressive re-
search to convert domestic energy
sources, coal, natural gas, biomass, o0il
shale, into cleaner and more economi-
cal alternatives to traditional jet fuel.
Now, why is that important? It’s im-
portant, Mr. Speaker, because in the
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year 2003, the NASA agency spent $4.5
million on their jet fuel, 4.6 million
gallons. In 2007, 4 years later, they
spent $18.3 million. So they’re doing
this research in conjunction with the
Department of Defense and the United
States Air Force to try to find alter-
native sources of fuel to lower the
costs to the government.

And everybody in this chamber, ev-
erybody in this Nation, knows that we
are suffering tremendously from a lack
of supply and a tremendous demand,
and that’s why we’re paying $4.11 a gal-
lon for regular gasoline.

We can solve this problem, but
there’s one little glitch, and that’s the
Democrat Energy Independence and Se-
curity Act of 2007, which absolutely
prohibits NASA and the Department of
Defense from utilizing any petroleum
source other than conventional petro-
leum if it’s not as clean.

Well, in times like these, when the
country’s on the verge of bankruptcy, I
think the first priority, Mr. Speaker,
should be to lower the price of gaso-
line, and let NASA continue to re-
search so that we can make the conver-
sion of shale which has something like
1.3 trillion barrels of petroleum embed-
ded in that rock and that we can con-
vert coal to liquid, to petroleum. We
have 1.5 trillion tons of coal in this
country, and we only use about 1 bil-
lion tons a year. We have a tremendous
excess amount of coal right here in
River City, and yet, this energy bill the
Democrats passed last year prohibits
us from going after this source, in-
creasing the supply so that the price of
gasoline at the pump goes down.

And I would implore my colleagues
to bring these bills to the floor.
They’re over there. There’s a discharge
petition. Republicans have signed
them, just a handful of Democrats. We
need to bring these issues to the floor,
have an up-or-down vote. At least give
NASA and the Department of Defense a
waiver of section 526 so that we can
solve this problem and we’re not so de-
pendent on these foreign Nations that
hate our guts, countries such as Ven-
ezuela and countries in the Middle
East.

It’s time to act. I commend the com-
mittee for bringing this resolution. It’s
a great resolution honoring NASA on
its 50th anniversary. I support it fully,
but I also support a balanced approach
to solving our energy needs.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong support of H.
Res. 1315 honoring NASA on its 50th anniver-
sary. As an original cosponsor of this resolu-
tion, | would like to commend my colleague
from the Science Committee, Mr. MCCAUL of
Texas, for introducing this thoughtful resolution
to commemorate NASA on this important mile-
stone for our country.

Mr. Speaker, there is no Federal agency
that has risen to the challenge of innovation
over the last 50 years like NASA. We, as a
nation, are today the fortunate heirs of NASA’s
legacy: conviction, resolve, achievement.

When the Soviets put a man into orbit,
NASA was challenged by President Ken-
nedy—in the truest form of the American com-
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petitive spirit—to put men on the moon. Many
of our NASA pioneers paved the way for the
crew of Apollo 11—Neil Armstrong, Buzz
Aldrin, and Michael Collins—to reach that
once unattainable goal. Now, those famous
words, “One small step for a man, one giant
leap for mankind” exemplify the legacy that
NASA has established.

Over the years, NASA has not only been
the leader in human space exploration, but
has successfully used technological capabili-
ties like the Hubble Telescope to explore the
far reaches of our galaxy. Given the precedent
of achievement that NASA has set, | anticipate
the men and women of NASA to continue
being among the true leaders and innovators
in the years to come.

While this resolution represents a time for
us to celebrate the achievements of NASA
over the past 50 years, this is also a time to
reflect and memorialize those who gave their
lives in their service to NASA and the Na-
tion—particularly the crews of Apollo 1 in
1967, the Challenger in 1986, and the Colum-
bia in 2003. The sacrifices that these men and
women made in the service of our country will
always remind us of the fragile nature of
human life, and the risks associated with suc-
cesses that NASA has accomplished.

With that, Mr. Speaker, | ask all of my col-
leagues to take this time to think about the im-
pact and legacy that NASA has left our great
Nation over the last 50 years, and | urge all
of my colleagues to support H. Res. 1315.

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I will
reserve the balance of my time for
right now.

Mr. McCAUL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 4 minutes to the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. FEENEY).

Mr. FEENEY. I thank the gentleman
from Texas, and I'm thrilled to be part
of the celebration of NASA’s 50th anni-
versary with this House Resolution
1315.

NASA was created 50 years ago in the
wake of the former Soviet Union’s
launch of Sputnik. Sputnik provided
the perception of Soviet superiority in
military power and scientific achieve-
ment.

To counter that challenge, the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration was founded for conducting
America’s civilian space program.

NASA actually succeeded the Na-
tional Advisory Committee for Aero-
nautics, a splendid organization found-
ed in 1915 that produced gems of aero-
nautical research. Now the task was to
extend America’s reach from the air to
space.

NASA did so. Satellites were
launched to monitor the weather, relay
communications, and explore our solar
system. America’s human spaceflight
program, Project Mercury, began. As-
tronauts were selected in 1959, and in
1960, NASA began planning a manned
lunar landing.

The rest became an integral part of
the American identity, not just for us
but for how the rest of the world views
the American experience: our journeys
to the Moon; the space shuttle; the
International Space Station; Apollo
13’s harrowing journey; the tragedies of
Apollo 1, the Shuttle Challenger, and
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the Shuttle Columbia; the Hubble
Space Telescope; the robotic explo-
ration of other planets; the monitoring
of our dynamic Earth; and of course,
the wonder of flight itself. All done in
the full view of the world.

Today, America is the world’s pre-
mier spacefaring Nation. For 50 years,
the men and women of the NASA fam-
ily have brought great honor and pres-
tige to this country. Today, the House
of Representatives honors those people,
past and present.

We will continue that legacy. Last
month, this House overwhelmingly
passed a NASA reauthorization bill
that lays out a comprehensive blue-
print for sustaining a healthy and vig-
orous NASA. Considerable care has
been devoted to all elements of NASA’s
portfolio, human spaceflight, Earth
and space sciences, and aeronautics.
We must never relinquish our leader-
ship in space.

And yet, today in the Washington
Post, the Washington Post points out
that just like competition on Earth,
space is now a global competitive envi-
ronment, and I quote the Washington
Post from today’s edition. ‘“‘Space, like
Earth below, is globalizing. And as it
does, America’s long-held superiority
in exploring, exploiting and commer-
cializing ‘the final frontier’ is slipping
away, many experts believe.”’

I agree with that assessment. Slowly
but steadily, we are allowing our his-
toric lead in space to slip away, and
this House and the Senate and the next
administration needs to step to the
forefront. We’re experiencing increas-
ing competition from China, from
India, from Japan, from Russia, from
the European Space Agency, and in-
creasingly, many others.

In the aftermath of the Shuttle Co-
lumbia accident, America rededicated
itself to human spaceflight. We vowed
to resume flying the shuttle, complete
the International Space Station, and
then build and fly a new generation of
spacecraft that will take America be-
yond orbiting the Earth. The Moon will
be the first of many destinations.

When this vision was announced, one
of the first responses came in an edi-
torial in The Daily Telegraph. Some-
times those living ‘‘across the pond”
are the best way to observe the Amer-
ican people. Here’s what the editorial
said. ‘“‘Americans, thank Heaven, are a
restless, inquisitive, pioneering people.
The concept of exploration, of an ever-
expanding frontier, is central to their
identity in a way that some Europeans
find hard to understand.”

As the world watches, NASA displays
this fundamental part of our American
character, and that is appropriate. For
we explore space not just for ourselves,
we do so for all of humankind.

Mr. LAMPSON. I yield myself 2 min-
utes, Mr. Speaker.

I've listened with interest to Con-
gressman GINGREY’S comments a few
minutes ago about the advancements
that NASA has made with regard to its
energy usage. It has been tremendous.
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On last Tuesday, I happened to have
been at the Johnson Space Center
watching the operation of the new
lunar rover. It is a six-wheeled, actu-
ally double wheels, vehicle that runs
entirely on battery power and has a
magnificent amount of strength and
longevity. It’s the research that NASA
has done in the development of better
batteries, longer life for batteries, and
the fact that they have been able to de-
velop solar power to the extent that
the International Space Station is en-
tirely powered with solar collectors
that are on that station, and the re-
search that they are doing to increase
the opportunity for us to be able to
gather solar power in space and beam
it down to Earth for our use, that con-
tinues to show the technological ad-
vancements and capabilities of our
NASA, of our National Aeronautics and
Space Administration.

The work that they have done on the
development of fuel cells and hydrogen,
all of these magnificent technologies
have come because of the commitment
that they have had to look at new and
different and better ways of doing
things. And thank goodness they have
looked at it in exactly the way Dr.
GINGREY was saying, balanced.

We’ve got to find a way to make sure
that we’re looking at all sources of en-
ergy, and NASA is showing exactly how
to accomplish that task.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. McCAUL of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
let me say once again how proud I am
have to have introduced this resolu-
tion. I appreciate the support of the
gentleman from Texas, my friend and
colleague, and the support of the col-
leagues on my side of the aisle as well.

The NASA space program has proven
to provide a great return on our invest-
ment in terms of Federal research and
development dollars, and I would urge
this Congress to continue that invest-
ment.

0 1245

A recent article in The Washington
Post today outlined that the U.S. finds
it’s getting crowded out in terms of
dominance in space as other nations
step up their efforts. China plans to
conduct its first spacewalk in October.
The European Space Agency is building
a roving robot to land on Mars. And
India recently launched a record 10 sat-
ellites into space on a single rocket.
We cannot fall behind. That is not the
intent, the purpose, the vision of
NASA.

‘““‘Space, like Earth below, is global-
izing. And as it does, America’s long-
held superiority in exploring, exploit-
ing and commercializing the final fron-
tier is slipping away,” according to
this article, “‘many experts believe.”

And although the United States re-
mains dominant in most space-related
fields and owns half the military sat-
ellites currently orbiting Rarth, ex-
perts say the Nation’s superiority is di-
minishing and many other nations are
expanding their civilian and commer-
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cial space capabilities at a far faster
pace.

Michael Griffin said, ‘“We spent tens
of billions of dollars during the Apollo
era to purchase a commanding lead in
space over all nations on Earth.” How-
ever, this agency’s budget is down 20
percent since 1992. According to Mr.
Griffin, “We’ve been living off the fruit
of that purchase for 40 years and have
not chosen to invest at a level that

would preserve that commanding
lead.”
We have authorized funding for

NASA. I was proud to support that; I
think we can do better. We need to con-
tinue to support this very important
program which provides not only great
scientists and engineers for this coun-
try, but allows us to be competitive
globally in all areas, including science
and technology and energy, but also in
the wonders of space.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
McCAUL) for his work on this legisla-
tion to bring attention to the wonder-
ful work of the people who have run
our National Aeronautics and Space
Administration. Mr. MCCAUL made ref-
erence earlier to teachers and students
going and visiting the Johnson Space
Center in Houston. I remember taking
students and classes myself back
around 1970—actually, before we
stepped foot on the Moon in 1969—and
the wonderment, the excitement that
all of the people who have had any-
thing at all to do with NASA have been
able to instill in young people, causing
them to want to go and study math and
science and engineering. What a great
thing to do. And what a great day to be
able to stand and say congratulations
on 50 years of service and operation
and advances in technology for our
country and for the world.

So this is fitting that we support
House Resolution 1315 in commemora-
tion for NASA in its 50 years of oper-
ation. I ask all of my colleagues to sup-
port the bill.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of H. Res. 1315,
commemorating the 50th anniversary of the
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion.

NASA has made a major impact on our na-
tional competitiveness in space and aero-
nautics research.

Since the Sputnik era of the late 1950s, the
United States has established world leader-
ship in space flight. Along with that accom-
plishment, our Nation’s investments in NASA
have created a strong aeronautics and engi-
neering workforce. This intelligent, talented,
well-prepared workforce is one of NASA’s
most powerful legacies.

NASA is of great economic importance to
Texas. Johnson Space Center employs
15,000 civil servants and contractors. An un-
told number of small spin-off companies have
been formed as a result of good ideas from
the brain power at NASA.

Research discoveries from our time in
space have also greatly benefited our popu-
lace.
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Each year since 1976, NASA has published
a list of every commercialized technology and
product linked to its research.

The NASA journal “Spinoff” highlights these
products, which have included things like im-
proved pacemakers, state-of-the-art exercise
machines and satellite radio.

All of these everyday products have
stemmed from NASA-funded research: Invis-
ible braces; scratch-resistant lenses; memory
foam; the ear thermometer; shoe insoles;
long-distance telecommunications; adjustable
smoke detectors; cordless tools; and water fil-
ters.

During my 15 years on the House Com-
mittee on Science and Technology, | have
proudly advocated for strong support of NASA.

Its education activities, particularly its efforts
to encourage under-represented minorities to
pursue engineering and science careers, are
exemplary.

| want to congratulate the great work that
NASA has done in its 50 years of existence to
conduct research that benefits all members of
our society.

May the next 50 years be as productive and
as successful as the first.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in strong support of H. Res. 1315,
Commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion, NASA. As we mark the 50th anniversary
of the establishment of the United States
space program, this legislation reaffirms the
ever growing and changing role of NASA, pro-
viding resources to carry the agency forward
with its ambitious agenda of research, explo-
ration, and discovery. | would like to thank
Congressman McCAUL for introducing this im-
portant legislation, as well as the Science
Committee Chairman for his leadership in
bringing this bill to the floor today.

| have long supported NASA and | have of-
fered an amendment to H.R. 6063, the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration
Authorization Act of 2008.

My amendment clarifies that the NASA Out-
reach and Technology Assistance Program
will include small, minority-owned, and
women-owned businesses. It would also give
preference, in selection of businesses to par-
ticipate in the program, to socially and eco-
nomically disadvantaged small business con-
cerns, small business concerns owned and
controlled by service-disabled veterans, and
HUBZone small business concerns.

Mr. Speaker, today’s resolution will allow
NASA to continue to push the boundaries of
what is possible, keeping our Nation on the
forefront of innovation and exploration. After
the Columbia disaster, NASA stands at a piv-
otal moment in its history. It is the responsi-
bility of this Congress to ensure. that the fu-
ture of NASA is one of continued progress.
Space exploration remains a part of our na-
tional destiny. It inspires our children to look to
the stars and dream of what they too, one
day, may achieve. Space exploration allows
us to push the bounds of our scientific knowl-
edge, as we carry out research projects not
possible within the constraints of the planet
Earth. As a Nation, we have made tremen-
dous strides forward in the pursuit of space
exploration since President John F. Kennedy
set the course for our nation in 1962, calling
it the “greatest adventure on which man has
ever embarked.” Despite the setbacks of re-
cent years, including the tragedy that befell
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the Space Shuttle Columbia, NASA and the
American people have refused to abandon the
pursuit of knowledge of our universe. On Oc-
tober 1, 1958, the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration began operation. At the
time it consisted of only about 8,000 employ-
ees and an annual budget of $100 million.
Over the next 50 years, NASA and the Jet
Propulsion Laboratory have been involved in
many defining events occurred which have
shaped the course of human history and dem-
onstrated to the world the character of the
people of the United States.

Many of us remember how inspired we were
when on May 25, 1961, President John F.
Kennedy proclaimed: “lI believe this Nation
should commit itself to achieving the goal, be-
fore this decade is out, of landing a man on
the moon and returning him safely to earth.
No single space project in this period will be
more impressive to mankind, or more impor-
tant for the long-range exploration of space;
and none will be so difficult or expensive to
accomplish. “The success of the United States
space exploration program in the 20th Century
augurs well for its continued leadership in the
21st Century. This success is largely attrib-
utable to the remarkable and indispensable
partnership between the National Aeronautics,
and Space Administration and its 10 space
and research centers. One of these important
research centers is located in my home city of
Houston. The Johnson Space Center, which
manages the development, testing, production,
and delivery of all United States human
spacecraft and all human spacecraft-related
functions, is one of the crown jewels of the
Houston area.

Today, NASA is the Nations’ primary civil
space and aeronautics research and develop-
ment agency, and its current activities employ
over 18,000 Americans. Today’s legislation re-
affirms the fundamental operating principles of
NASA, emphasizes the importance of NASA
leadership in a range of endeavors such as
Earth observations and research, aeronautics
reach and development, and an exploration
program.

Always on the forefront of technological in-
novation, NASA has been home to countless
“firsts” in the field of space exploration. Amer-
ica has, countless times, proven itself to be a
leader in innovation, and many technologies
that have become part of our everyday lives
were developed by NASA scientists. The ben-
efits of NASA’s programming and innovation
are felt far beyond scientific and academic
spheres. Space technologies provide practical,
tangible benefits to society, and NASA pro-
vides valuable opportunities to businesses in
our community.

| strongly urge my colleagues to join me in
support of this legislation, and in support of
the future of American innovation and explo-
ration.

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
LAMPSON) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 1315.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.
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The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

————

FEDERAL OCEAN ACIDIFICATION
RESEARCH AND  MONITORING
ACT OF 2008

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4174) to establish an interagency
committee to develop an ocean acidifi-
cation research and monitoring plan
and to establish an ocean acidification
program within the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4174

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘‘Federal Ocean Acidification Research
And Monitoring Act of 2008’ or the
“FOARAM Act”.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

Sec. 2. Findings and purposes.

Sec. 3. Definitions.

Sec. 4. Interagency subcommittee.

Sec. 5. Strategic research plan.

Sec. 6. NOAA ocean acidification activities.
Sec. 7. NSF ocean acidification activities.
Sec. 8. NASA ocean acidification activities.
Sec. 9. Authorization of appropriations.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds the fol-
lowing:

(1) The oceans help regulate atmospheric
chemistry by acting as the largest sink for
carbon dioxide.

(2) The rapid increase in atmospheric car-
bon dioxide is overwhelming the natural
ability of the oceans to absorb this gas.

(3) The influx of carbon dioxide into the at-
mosphere and the subsequent absorption by
the oceans is changing surface ocean carbon
chemistry and lowering the pH. These
changes in ocean chemistry are detrimental
to organisms including corals, which support
one of the richest habitats on Earth, marine
shellfish, and many other organisms that
form the base of the food chain for many fish
and marine mammals.

(4) The rich biodiversity of marine orga-
nisms is an important contribution to the
national economy and the change in ocean
chemistry threatens tourism, our fisheries,
and marine environmental quality, and could
result in significant social and economic
costs.

(5) Existing Federal programs support re-
search in related ocean chemistry, but gaps
in funding, coordination, and outreach have
impeded national progress in addressing
ocean acidification.

(6) National investment in a coordinated
program of research and monitoring would
improve the understanding of ocean acidifi-
cation effects on whole ecosystems, advance
our knowledge of the socioeconomic impacts
of increased ocean acidification, and
strengthen the ability of marine resource
managers to assess and prepare for the harm-
ful impacts of ocean acidification on our ma-
rine resources.
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(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this Act
are to provide for—

(1) development and coordination of a com-
prehensive interagency plan to—

(A) monitor and conduct research on the
processes and consequences of ocean acidifi-
cation on marine organisms and ecosystems;
and

(B) establish an interagency research and
monitoring program on ocean acidification;

(2) assessment and consideration of re-
gional and national ecosystem and socio-
economic impacts of increased ocean acidifi-
cation; and

(3) research on adaptation strategies and
techniques for effectively conserving marine
ecosystems as they cope with increased
ocean acidification.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) OCEAN ACIDIFICATION.—The term ‘‘ocean
acidification” means the decrease in pH of
the Earth’s oceans and changes in ocean
chemistry caused by chemical inputs from
the atmosphere, including carbon dioxide.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Commerce, acting
through the Administrator of