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SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER

PROJECT VERITAS,

Plaintiff,

-against- Index No.

THE NEW YORK TIMES COMPANY, MAGGIE COMPLAIN_T

ASTOR, TIFFANY HSU, and JOHN DOES 1-5,

Defendants.

COMPLAINT

Plaintiff Project Veritas, by and through its attorneys, bring the following Complaint

against Defendãñts The New York Times Company d/b/a The New York Times ("The New York

Times"
or "The Times"), reporters Maggie Astor and Tiffany Hsu, and their editors (John Does 1-

5), and in support of its Complaint, avers as follows:

SUMMARY OF THE ACTION

1. This defãiñãtion action arises out of the publication of a false and defamatory news

story authored by Defendant Maggie Astor, a politics reporter for the New York Times, and

published in both the online and print versions of The Times. The story was first published on

The New York Times website on Septemhar 29, 2020 with the headline, "Project Veritas Video

Was a 'Coordinated Disinformation
Campaign,'

Researchers
Say,"

repeated the same day in an

abbreviated form online with the headline, "Researchers say a Project Veritas video accusing Ilhan

Omar of voter fraud was a 'coordinated disinformation
campaign,'"

and then published the

following day in the print version of The Times with the headline, "Project Veritas Releases

Misleading Video, Part of What Experts Call a Coordinated
Effort."
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45. Ward 6 is
Minneapolis'

most densely populated district, and a large part of its

population is made up of residents of Somali heritage. Mr. Osman ultimately won that election in

August 2020 and currently sits on the City Council.

46. In the videos that he posted to Snapchat, Liban Mohamed openly brags about

having a car filled with hundreds of absêñtee ballots that he collected from voters.

47. In one of the videos, Mr. Mohamed states: "You can see my car is full. All these

here are
absentees'

ballots. Can't you see? Look at all these, my car is full. All these are for

Jamal Osman... We got 300 today for Jamal
Osman."

The video clearly depicts Mohamed driving

in his car which is full of ballots and envelopes.

[SONAU)300cokaliyaayaamaantasondhacdaycoJamatOsmanah.

Just today we got 300 (hallots)

for Jamal Osman.
**

f
fiiriwaxassondhansonumsjeedidwasbanangamigeygn.

All these here are absentee ballots.

Can't you see? Look at all these.

my car is full. My car is full.

48. Another video posted by Mohamed shows him walking out of what appears to be

an apartment building with his hand full of envelopes of ballots, while saying, "[t]wo in the

morning. Still
hustling."
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Two in the morning.

Still hustling.

49. Mr. Mohamed also wrote a caption on his video that stated: "Two in the morning

still working and collecting absentee
ballots."

50. This activity, known as "ballot
harvesting,"

is a felony under Miññesota election

law, which prohibits any person from delivering more than three absentee ballots on behalf of

others.

51. In other words, in these videos, Liban Mohamed blatantly iñcrimiñates himself and

admits to serious violations of Minnesota's election laws.

52. Moreover, Mr. Mohamed's videos show what plainly appear to be open

envelopes-meaning that the ballots Mr. Mohamed illegally harvested were not sealed. This

strongly suggests even more nefarious conduct, as the ballots may have been collected without

even having been filled out (and certainly not sealed) by the actual voter. Notably, other local

sources featured in Project
Veritas'

investigative report directly alleged that Demócrat operatives

in Miññeapalis have been openly paying voters to exchange their blank voter forms for cash, with

the ballots then filled out by staff working for the cañdidate.

-14-
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then return to pick those ballots up when they arrived. Mr. Jamal stated that this practice of

requesting and collecting absentee ballots from elderly voters is widespread.

59. The Project Veritas investigative report also features footage of an interview with

a confidential source who is a firsthand witness to these practices-a ballot harvester, who matter-

of-factly admitted that ballot harvesters working for Rep. Ilhan Omar and other Democrat

ca.ndidates would visit apartment buildings and fill out absentee ballot request forms for voters,

then return to pick up the ballots when they arrived and fiH them out as we#. This source also

stated that these voters were then paid for their votes once the voters signed their completed ballots.

60. Another confidential source, a former Minneapolis political worker, described in a

recorded interview how specific apartment towers filled with primarily elderly voters were

targeted by campaign workers for ballot harvesting. This source described how ballot harvesters

would arrive with bags of money and pay voters cash for their absentee ballots.

61. The very same source identified the mastermind of this scheme as Alli Isse Gainey.

Mr. Gainey worked on Rep. Omar's 2018 congressional campaign and is identified on campaign

finance disclosures as being involved in "CANVASSING, FIELDWORK ORGANIZING, [and]

POLICY CONSULTING"
for Ms. Omar's campaigñ.1

1 https://www.fec.gov/data/disturë=ëts!?data_type=processed&c c_id=C00680934&recipient_name
=Gainey&two_year_transaction_period=2020.
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ThemoneywasbroughtbyAlHisse)G

AliIlsse)GaineyisthecampaignchairoflthanIOmar).
andheisastafferinheroffice.

Wilsse Gaineylwas
coerdin::tir.geverything.

pdential source's claims, stating in an interview62. Omar Jamal confirmed this con

with Project Veritas that Mr. Gainey was one of the individuals known to offer cash for votes for

Rep. Ilhan Omar:

Ali Isse (Gainey) wh s deputy director r ¬

for Ithan Omar here in Minneapolis

is part of people who are using cash

o get votes. And uses that to make sure that

he (Ali Isse Gainey) wins the election.
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63. The Project Veritas investigative report also featured a recorded conversation with

AJ Awed, who ran against Jamal Osman in 2020 for the Minneapolis City Council seat

representing Ward 6. Mr. Awed similarly bemoaned the corruption in Minneapolis elections, and

charged that the perpetrators included Rep. Ilhan Omar and Jamal Osman (brother of Liban

Mohamed), who were all part of an extended Somali-American family (or "clan") êñgaged in

corrupt voting activity.

It's. not right. That there's.
Because you have a specific family.

you know. corruption. which Abdi Warsame.

It's pretty much an alliance betwaêñ clan Mohamud Noor. Ithan.

and the progressive left .
. . . Jamal Osman just got reelected.
in the city of Minneapolis.

64. The Project Veritas report concludes with a call by Project Veritas for the

Attorneys Geñêral of Minñêsota and the United States to investigate these allegations.

The Project Veritas Report Was Coincidentally Released on the Same Day The Times

Published a Report About President Trump's Tax Returns

65. On the same day that Project Veritas published its investigative report about illegal

voting practices in Minneapolis, The New York Times published a detailed story about President

Trump's business and tax history, which claiñied to be based upon tax return data provided to The

Times by an unidentified source.

66. There had been years of speculation about President Trump's income and the

amount he paid in taxes as he had long declined to release his tax returns as most presideñtial

candidates traditionally have. President Trump's refusal to release his tax returns was a

controversial and much-disenssed issue during the 2016 presidential campaign, and in the years

-18-

FILED: WESTCHESTER COUNTY CLERK 11/02/2020 04:37 PM INDEX NO. 63921/2020

NYSCEF DOC. NO. 1 RECEIVED NYSCEF: 11/02/2020

20 of 75



FILED: WESTCHESTER COUNTY CLERK 11/02/2020 04:37 PM INDEX NO. 63921/2020

NYSCEF DOC. NO. 1 RECEIVED NYSCEF: 11/02/2020

21 of 75



Q Search Twitter

For you US Elections Trending News Sports Entertainrr >
_ _

1 Pohtics Trending
#TrumplsBroke
Trending with #TrumpTaxReturns

US elections
Trump paid $750 in federal income taxes in 2016 and 2017,
New York Times reports

165KTweets

2 - Pohtics Tronding v
#TrumplsNotABillionaire
61KTweets

3 Movtes& TV Trending
#LovecraftCountry f
Trending with: Hippolyta
38.9KTweets

4 Pohtics Trending v
Project Veritas
Trending with: ilhan Omar
162KTweets

71. In fact, total views of the Project Veritas investigative report on Twitter and

YouTube alone soon eclipsed The
Times'

total number of subscribers.

Ms. Astor and The Times Retaliate by Coordinating with a Left-Wing Group to Publish a

False Story Designed to Try and Discredit Project Veritas'
Grs::dtreaking Reporting

72. The New York
Times'

political reporting team was upset that its much-hyped story

about a Republican president's tax returns was upstaged by an independent journalism group's

story presenting, in an election year, evidence of systematic and widespread voting fraud by

Democrat candidates.

73. This resentment was driven not just by journalistic competitiveness, but also The

Times'
well-documented bias against Republicans and conservatives, and in favor of Democrats

and liberals.
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auspices of a joint project called the "Election Integrity
Partnership"

(hereiñãfter, "EIP") these

"researchers"
had published a blog post on September 29-the same day The Times published

Ms. Astor's story-claiming that the Project Veritas investigative report was part of a "coordinated

elite disinformation
campaign,"

and suggesting that the timing of its release was coordinated with

the Trump campaign to draw attention away from The New York
Times'

tax return story.

81. Although The Times presented its story as merely reportiñg on the
researchers'

blog

post-The
Times'

lawyers would later characterize it as "a fairly plain-vanilla account of research

done by academics"-The Times did not tell its readers the whole story.

82. In fact-ironically, given the claim that the Project Veritas report was a

"coordinawd"
effort-The Times and EIP had themselves coordinated to sync both the substance

and timing of the
researchers'

blog post with a story in The New York Times publicizing it.

83. Metadats from the websites of The Times and EIP reveals that The Times published

Ms. Astor's story on the
researchers'

study less than 63 neinutes after the EIP blog post was

published. This information is readily available in the source code that can be accessed by right-

clicking on the respective webpages:

ElP Article NY Times Article

C rs Say- TheNewYorkTimesotitze

erty artic e Podified c r.ent- 2020-09-29T21:25.000Z eta data-rn•t

14:08 Pacific = 5:08pm Eastern 22:11 Zulu = 6:11pm Eastern

64 fpase +1mage++. . . "/> .... . . ..
eta itempropC'author'content='Isabella Garcia-Camargo'/> .. . ... .... .. .. ..

so<metaitempropedatePublished'contentC2020-09-29T14:08:54-0700*/>
eta itetr.propCheadline"content=*ProjectVeritas #BallotHarvest
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Ms. Astor and The Times Knew the Claim-That the Project Veritas Report Was

Deceptive-Was Baseless and False

97. At the time that they published the story in question, Ms. Astor, her editors, and

The Times knew that the claims that Project
Veritas'

investigative report is
"deceptive,"

"misleading,"
relies on "unidentified

sources,"
and contaiñs no

"evidence"
of illegal ballot

collecting was false.

98. For one thing, it is clear from the story itself that Ms. Astor had watched Project

Veritas'
investigative video report, and thus she and her editors subjectively knew that there was

nothing
"deceptive"

about it.

99. Rather, the Project Veritas report is based entirely on interviews and recorded

conversations with knowledgeable sources, firsthand witnesses, and actual participants in illegal

voting activity-many of whom are identified by name and provided information on the record.

100. As noted, much of the investigative report is centered on the video clips that

campaign worker Liban Mohamed himself posted to Snapchat, in which he openly brags about

illegally harvesting hundreds of absentee ballots in gross violation of Minnesota law that permits

a person to collect and submit no more than three absentee ballots from others. Mr. Mohamed is
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MINNEAPOLIS

. Two in the morning-
Still hustling.

. IUL O2
#.BaUot#arvestini VeritasTi s .ilcom

105. Thus, at the time that Mr. Mohamed bragged online about his ballot harvesting

activities, there is no question that such conduct was illegal-and Ms. Astor, her editors, and The

Times knew as much.

106. However, because Ms. Astor and The Times knew that much of their intended

sedieñce had not actually watched the Project Veritas investigative report and would therefore not

know when Mr. Mohamed posted his videos, they intentionally omitted that detail and referred to

this later-in-time, inapplicable court ruling in an effort to misleadingly suggested to The
Times'

readers that Mr. Mohamed's conduct may not have been a criminal act. And the print version of

the story flatly claimed that the Project Veritas report contained no "evidence of ballot
harvesting,"

even though Ms. Astor and The Times knew that the self-incriminating videos Mr. Mohamed

posted of liiiliself provided objective and irrefutable evidence of illegal ballot harvesting.

107. Ironically, Ms. Astor and The Times engaged in this sleight-of-hand deception in

an effort to buttress the false claim that Project
Veritas'

investigative report was
"deceptive."

108. Additionally, Ms. Astor and The Times knew that the claim that Project
Veritas'

investigative report connecting Rep. Ilhan Omar to illegal voting activity relied exclusively on

"unidentified
sources"

is false.
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stories coñcerñing goings-on in that community, and he has been photographed for The Times as

well:

In Minneapolis, Somali-Americans Find
UnwelcomeEchoesofStrife at Home
Thousandsleftpolilicalchaos,violenceanddangerinSornnhn.

.snany a alarrnedatthedangersanddistress

118. In total, since 2006, Mr. Jamal has been quoted as an on-the-record source in at

least ten New York Times stories. A June 2006 story in The
Times'

international edition about

Islamic militiamen in Somalia quoted Mr. Jamal calling on the United States to intervene and

identified him as the "director of the Somali Justice and Advocacy Center in St. Paul, Minnesota,

a hub for expatriate Somalis."3 An August 2007 Times story about a bridge collapse in

Minneapolis quoted Mr. Jamal as a spokesperson for one of the victim's families and identified

him as "a leader of
Somalis"

in the city.4 A follow up story about that same incident also quoted

Mr. Jamal and identified him as the director of the Somali Justice Advocacy
Center.5 A March

3 "Islamic militia extends its hold across S~nalia," Intematie=1 Herald Tribune (June 14, 2006), available at
https://www.nytimes.com/2006/06/14/world/africa/14iht-somalia.1974923.html?searchResultPosition=5.
4 Pam Belluck, "For Families of Missing, an Agonizing

Limbo," The New York Times (Aug. 4, 2007), available at
https://www.nytimes.com/2007/08/04/us/04missing.html?searchResultPosition=7.
5 Monica Davey, "In Bridge Collapse, Refugee Group Faces a New Ordeal," The New York Times (Aug. 8, 2007),
available at https://www.nytimes.com/2007/08/08/us/08bridge.html?searchResultTosition-4.
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51yeNewgork8imes

Ebe New gork Elmes

3SOMALl-AMERIC
FOUNDGUILW OF A911CALL,ANUNARMED MINNESOTAT.S.A. ,
TRYINGTOJOIN INMINNEAPOLIS.SOMAL1-| WOMANANDASINGLESHOT: MANAGERSAYSHE
ISLAMIC STATE AMERICANS17NDUNWELO THEMY RYOFAFOLICE OTARGT MUStlMSSHUDDERING

ECHOESOFSTRIFEATHON Mr.JamalsaudhebehevedMs.Omar
''Thisdecisionwill rei .3 ,i hwhm W 'there'safeelmghatAbeythrewthe "It aswhatmanyofushave waspaymgthepriceforfocusmgtoo
theperceptionin the booka himbopmgthatsome&mg 0a5suspected,"saidOmar heavilyonIsract"I thmkshe'sgone
communitythatthesySt OmnarJeanal45,whoworksina

sinck,"Mr.Jamalsand wee Jad a 1bewrongwaymcreatmgcongroversyrigged,"Mr. Jannalsaid. shaifI'sofficeinSt.Paulandwho SurPnsedhathewasemicharged Wowwebe conf andbesngangs-Semme."hesand."She
cametogheUnikdSlanesin 1997. Cnme- shouldhavefocusedonberdusnnel,

housag,educatuan,butshebecame

Ebe Newgerk Einnes

ISLAMICMILITIAEXTENDS IORFAMILIESOFMISSING,
HOIEACROSSSOMALIA- A FROMMINNEAFOLISTO ANAGONIZINGLIMBO
& MIDDLEEAST- INTERNATI ISIS:ANAMERCAN'SPATH INBRIDGECOLLAPSL
HERALDTRIBUNE TDJIHAD REFUGEEGROUPFACESAN "thebndgethatcollapsedusmthe

ORDEAL centeroftheSomahcommunny.on
"Nomatterwhatlanguagetheyuse.the aredevastagedTsandOmnar bothsidesofthernerTMr.Jannel
goaloftheIslamicmihtantsustomstanJamalaSomali-Amencan "Thisusaverydifficuhsituationfor sani"Therewereacoupleof
Tabban-styhegovemmentmthe activistmMmneapohswhospoke fatnity'saidOunarJannetwhohas Somahsmjured.whoareinthe
(OunarJamal]sand."Insgend.weneed tofamilymembers."Theyare helpedMsSahal'sfarmlyanddirectshospentThereweretwoorthree
democracy,weneedfreedomofthe afraul- theSomaliJusticeAdvocacyCenter. Somahkadsontheschoolbus"that
weneedanelection.weneedaleg "Whenapasondnes,heIcavesthe fen60feetandmanagedtoland
legalsysW orld Buthere,thereasnoghmgwe upnght,allowngallaspassengersgo

cando' survive.

119. In an April 2019 Times story, Mr. Jamal was quoted as a source specif icülly on the

subject of Congresswoman Rhan Omar, criticizing her for focusing too much on Israel during her

first term at the expense of housing and education issues facing her district. Mr. Jamal was

identified by The Times in that story as "a political consultant in St. Paul,
Minn."12

120. And finally, in September 2013, the Times published an Op/Ed by Mr. Jamal

concerning the terrorist group Al Shabab and the concern that it could seek to mount attacks in the

United States.13

121. In sum, there can be no dispute that The Times itself considers Mr. Jamal to be a

credible and knowledgeable source with respect to issues in the Somali-American cor-rdy of

12 John Eligon, "Unchecked 'Hate' Toward Rep. Ilhan Omar Has American Melims Shaddering," The New York
Times (Apr. 25, 2019), available at https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/25/us/ilhan-csc redis
reactions.html?searchResultPosition=1.
13 Omar Jamal, "The Question Now is When and Where in the U.S. the Shabab Will Attack," The New York Times
(Sept. 30, 2013), available at https://www.nytimes.com!racmfordebate/2013/09/30/does-al-shabab-pose-a-thrcat-cñ-

american-soil/the-question-now-is-whensed wherc-in-the-ue-ea-chabsb-will-attack.
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Oatur2.2020

TD2m130 TTAE-MAIL

JandTEde
ne.v.m.xvums OfEar

1214W.BesanaponRd,Na143
NYl050

jeedg|pejamsunasann

DurMtEdr
First, your letter asserts that it is

"libelous"
to call Project Veritas's

"y"
Sunday, September 27, 2020 video

"deceptive."
But whether or not a

and not actionable as a matter of
amamigh gc-eisc

YorhairdammadsuerumamsheAnides"ubelesale-bydneout
ofandaymullbramunssomeTheTkmasterifuedonetWe
husecanimRy:esieuedyarlemuraidumadd ityarsequest.Ftribe
siteefdsky.Ia kensyercencensustlecuder myour
kmir.

Pkst.yerlemuramststhmkis-libelous-acaBRajecrVenns's
Smidzy.5 27.2020sideo-deceptime--Bututedizernata
vidmois-dauggise-isphinlympulianandmotar,innaha•asammeref
he Spe.egy ar h m TTCTheTFYTCAD½tFñ
ChLJinne7.2005)•5•±-

In sum, the Articles accurately smv==•rized an a½mic study and
4. presented well-tounded and non-actionable G-y-icas based on =disp·ded,

132. But this claim is belied by the fact that the story appeared not in The
Times'

Op/Ed

secticñ, but rather the
"Politics"

news section. And Ms. Astor is not an opinion writer for The

Times-she is a "political reporter":

= R Ebe Netu gork Eimes a-

Maggie Astor
MaggieAstor isapoliticalreporterforThe NewYorkTimes.Previously.shewasa generalassignment
reporterontheExpressTeamandacopyeditor.BeforecomingtoTheTimes,shewasareporterfor
TheRecordin NewJersey.Shehasadegreein politicalsciencefromBamordCollege.

133. The
Times'

own "Ethical
Journalism"

standards expressly state that The
Times'

"fundamental
purpose"

is to ensure that its news reports reflect "impartiality and
neutrality,"

and
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159. Of course, at the time that Ms. Hsu's story was published, The
Times'

lawyers had

already taken the position that the claim that Project
Veritas'

investigative report is
"deceptive"

is

merely opinion. But like Ms. Astor, Ms. Hsu is a news reporter, and her story was published in

the Media News section of The
Times'

website. Like Ms. Astor, Ms. Hsu is prohibited by The

Times'
ethical policies for ethical jourñalism from injecting her opinion into news stories.

160. Notably, Ms. Hsu's own article in the print edition is headlined, "False Voter Fraud

Stories Are Churning on Conservative News Sites":

MEnth

False Voter Fraud Stories Are Churning on Conservative News Sites

Ilgp.sa,*a..oca..gagema 1659" ...p.c.a,Pah'ot.Th.½a,h.Itat.A.

in asimilarcytle, the Fox News
-.. .,...... ..... .:. host sean Hanntty and conserva-
"".' C, - tiYe IIbllCatiDnS rna ined the
== reach of a deceptwe video re-

- -.- ras a pup nm by the conserva-
-.-=a= == tie actnr James O'Keefe. ne

. video claimed without named
~: .. sources or vennable evidence
.".C*",. 7 T that thecampaign for Representa-

.-..- - - tie Bhan Omar, a Ennesma-,-.. - ..-- - - - - -- --

....-.- - -... --.. -- - - -
m n.u.gTw.s......audarmi:.m a.. Kav.:dL wri.:vI•*'•tl''w**v.u• sp,shP 1,,M,e,E.wmetse.es.,,.e..,.b..,er.w.rte.rignu.1,v..:

161. The
Times'

editors and Ms. Hsu, in selecting this very title about "false voter fraud

stories"-and including Project
Veritas'

purportedly "deceptive
video"

as one such example of a

"false voter fraud stor[y]-clearly believed the claim that Project
Veritas'

investigative report was

"deceptive"
was a statement of fact capable of being proven "false"-just as the story's headliñe

proclaims.

-43-

FILED: WESTCHESTER COUNTY CLERK 11/02/2020 04:37 PM INDEX NO. 63921/2020

NYSCEF DOC. NO. 1 RECEIVED NYSCEF: 11/02/2020

45 of 75



FILED: WESTCHESTER COUNTY CLERK 11/02/2020 04:37 PM INDEX NO. 63921/2020

NYSCEF DOC. NO. 1 RECEIVED NYSCEF: 11/02/2020

46 of 75



FILED: WESTCHESTER COUNTY CLERK 11/02/2020 04:37 PM INDEX NO. 63921/2020

NYSCEF DOC. NO. 1 RECEIVED NYSCEF: 11/02/2020

47 of 75



media outlets and blogs either republished Ms. Astor's false claims verbatim or repeated the claim

that the Project Veritas investigative report was "deceptive."23

174. Additionally, Ms. Astor and The
Times'

claim that Project Veritas published a

"deceptive"
video was adopted and republished by various social media users:

AndrewNemec@AndrewNemec2- Sep30
ProjectVeritasVideoWasa 'CoordinatedDisinformationCampaign
ResearchersSaynyti.ms/33ccuwcThetimingof thedeceptivevideo,
indicatesthatseveralconservatives,includingDona
knownaboutit inadvance Reptyingto JackGuapo1a d Project .Veritas

-- deceptivevideoreleasedonSundaybytheconservativeactivistJames
O'Keefe,whichclaimedthroughunidentifiedsourcesandwithno
verifiableevidencethatRepresentativeIlhanOmar'scampaignhad
collectedballotsIllegally.wasprobablypartofacoordinated

•
disinformation

JonathanCHoskins@janpft-Sep29
Replyingto@TuistGabbard
ProjectVeritas?AdeceptivevideoreleasedonSundaybythe
conservativeactivistJamesO'Keefe,whichclaimedthroughunidentified
sourcesandwithnoverifiableevidencethatRepresentativeIlhanOmar's POLITICAL @tlieftep· Sep30campaignhadcollectedballotsillegally.

Replyingto scanhannIy
ProjectVeritasVideoWasa'CoordinatedDisinformationCampaign/
ResearchersSay
Thetimingof thedeceptivevideo,whichaccusesIlhanOmarofvoter
fraud,indicatesthatseveralconservatives,includingDonaldTrumpJr.,

ProjectVeritasVideoWasa 'Coo mayhaveknownaboutit inadvance.

Thetimingof thedeceptivevide
fraud,index> Lai severalconservauves,nn.vuuenyuvrierunumpa... -
f nytimes.com

Salsera4ever@Salsera4ever2Sep30
Replyingto@Pro;ectVeritas
ThetimingoftheDECEPTIVEVIDEO,WHICHACCUSESILHANOMAROF
VOTERFRAUD,indicatesthatseveralconservatives,includingDonald
TrumpJr.,mayhaveknownaboutit inadvance.
JamesO'Keefe,PoliticalActivist&founderofProjectVeritas. 8 8

175. Ms. Astor, her editors, and The Times are liable for the damage caused by the

foreseeable and intended republication of their false and defamatory statemcñts concerning Project

Veritas.

Dêfêndants' Tortious Conduct Has Caused Plaintiff to Suffer Special Damages

176. In addition to the significant reputational harm that
Defendants'

conduct has

caused,
Defendants'

actions have also caused Project Veritas to suffer special damages.

23 See, e.g., Maggie Astor, "Stanford researchers say Ilhan Omar video appears to be 'ceordinated disinformation
espsig-," Twin Cities Pioneer Press (Sept. 29, 2020), available at https://www.twiñcitics.com/2020/09/29/stañferd-

researchers-say-ilhan-omar-video-appears-to-be-coordinated-disinformation-carapaign/; Rick Hases, "Project Veritas
Video Was a 'Cecrdiñ£tcd Disinformation Campaign,' Researchers Say,"

ElectionLawBlog (Sept. 29, 2020),
available at https://electionlawblog.org/?p=115984.
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Dated: October 30, 2020 Respectfully Submitted,

/s/ Amy L. Bellantoni

Amy L. Bellantoni

THE BELLANTONI LAW FIRM, PLLC
2 Overhill Road, Suite 400

Scarsdale, NY 10583
Telephone: (914) 367-0090

Email: abell@bellantoni-law.com

Elizabeth M. Locke, P.C. (of counsel) (pro hac vice

forthcoming)
Thomas A. Clare, P.C. (of counsel) (pro hac vice

forthcoming)
Andrew C. Phillips (of counsel) (pro hac vice

forthcoming)
CLARE LOCKE LLP
10 Prince Street

Alexandria, VA 22314

Telephone: (202) 628-7400

Email: tom@clarelocke.com

Email: libby@clarelocke.com

Email: andy@clarelocke.com

Benjamin Barr (of counsel) (pro hac vice forthcoming)
Stephen R. Klein (of counsel) (pro hac vice

forthcoming)
BARR & KLEIN PLLC
1629 K Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20006

Telephone: (202) 804-6676

Email: ben@barrklein.com

Email: steve@barrklein.com

Attorneys for PlaintiffProject Veritas
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