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Dear Drs. London, Eitzman, Weinberg and Harrington, 

JAHA paper on e-cigarettes and myocardial infarction – response to JAHA reply 

Further to the serious concerns we raised in our letter of January 20, 20201 about the Bhatta-
Glantz paper on e-cigarettes and myocardial infarction published by JAHA,2 we acknowledge 
receipt of your reply of January 23, 20203.  The issues raised relate primarily to publishing 
governance, but we are happy to copy our letters to the editorial team generic mailbox.  

While we are grateful for your letter, we are disappointed that it does not amount to a 
substantive response to the concerns we raised about:  

(1) critical failures in the published paper itself;
(2) the conduct of the authors in failing to make adjustments to their analysis with data they

knew were available that would have addressed the problems with their analysis, though
doing so would have undermined their original conclusion;

(3) the process followed by the journal in the light of the whistleblower complaint made by
Dr Brad Rodu in July 2019 and now followed up by us.

We welcome the commitment to due process asserted in your letter of January 23, 2020: 

The AHA continues to follow the guidelines as outlined by the International Committee of 
Medical Journal Editors (ICJME) and the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE), 
which include protecting the integrity of the scientific publishing process. No additional 
information is available at this time.  

The COPE guidelines on retraction state:4 
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Journal editors should consider retracting a publication if they have clear evidence that 
the findings are unreliable, either as a result of misconduct (e.g. data fabrication) or 
falsification (eg image manipulation) or honest error (e.g. miscalculation or experimental 
error). 

 
Question 1. There is clear evidence that the findings are unreliable. Does the journal accept the 
findings are unreliable and what does the journal propose to do about the published paper?  
 
Further, the COPE guidelines on handling concerns about scientific soundness raised directly 
by external ‘whistleblowers’ such as Rodu require a proper investigation and response once a 
substantive complaint is made and recognized as such.5 
 

 
 [Source: COPE5] 

 
Question 2. Can you confirm whether there is or has been an investigation into this complaint, 
outline its current status and set out the outcome of the investigation if there is one so far? 
 
We all support the American Heart Association’s stated commitment to research integrity and 
welcome its stated openness to concerns raised about published articles.  
 

The American Heart Association is steadfastly committed to ensuring an objective and 
thorough evaluation of any and all inquiries received about studies published in any of 
our journals. 

 
However, we believe that the Journal of the American Heart Association should give meaning to 
these aspirational statements in a real-world case such as this. To that end, we would welcome 
substantive answers to our questions 1 and 2 above.     

Respond to the person who raised concerns 
saying that you are going to investigate and 
will let them know the outcome but will not 

necessarily be in contact regularly before then

Investigate according to the appropriate COPE 
flowchart or guidance and also follow own 

publisher’s guidance

If there is an outcome to your investigation, 
such as a correction or retraction, inform the 

person who originally raised the concern 
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Yours sincerely 
 
David Abrams, PhD 
Professor, Social and Behavioral Sciences 
NYU College of Global Public Health 
New York University 
 
Kenneth Michael Cummings, PhD 
Professor 
Co-leader Tobacco Research Program  
Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral 
Sciences 
Medical University of South Carolina 
 
George Davey Smith 
Professor of Clinical Epidemiology 
University of Bristol 
United Kingdom 
 
Konstantinos Farsalinos, MD, MPH 
Onassis Cardiac Surgery Centre 
University of Patras 
National School of Public Health 
Greece 
 
Jonathan Foulds, PhD 
Professor of Public Health Sciences & 
Psychiatry 
Penn State University, College of Medicine 
 
Abigail Friedman, PhD 
Assistant Professor, Department of Health 
Policy and Management 
Yale School of Public Health 
 
Thomas Glynn, PhD 
Adjunct Lecturer 
Prevention Research Center 
School of Medicine 
Stanford University 
 
Peter Hajek, PhD 
Professor of Clinical Psychology 
Director 
Tobacco Dependence Research Unit 
Wolfson Institute of Preventive Medicine 
Queen Mary University of London 
United Kingdom 
 

Martin Jarvis, DSc OBE 
Emeritus Professor of Health Psychology 
Department of Behavioural Science and Health 
University College London 
United Kingdom 
 
Robert Kaestner, PhD 
Research Professor 
Harris School of Public Policy 
University of Chicago 
 
Ann McNeill, PhD 
Professor of Tobacco Addiction  
Head of the Nicotine Research Group (NRG) 
National Addiction Centre 
Institute of Psychiatry, Psychology & 
Neuroscience 
King’s College London 
United Kingdom 
 
Marcus Munafò, PhD 
Professor of Biological Psychology 
MRC Integrative Epidemiology Unit 
School of Psychological Science 
University of Bristol 
United Kingdom 
 
Raymond Niaura, PhD 
Professor, Social and Behavioral Sciences 
NYU College of Global Public Health 
New York University 
 
David Sweanor, JD 
Adjunct Professor of Law 
Chair of Advisory Board of the  
Center for Health Law, Policy and Ethics 
University of Ottawa 
Canada 
 
David Timberlake, PhD 
Associate Professor 
College of Health Sciences 
University of California, Irvine 
 
Kenneth Warner, PhD 
Avedis Donabedian Distinguished University 
Professor Emeritus of Public Health  
Dean Emeritus School of Public Health 
University of Michigan 
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The signatories write in a personal capacity and declare no competing interests with respect to 
tobacco or e-cigarette industries. Full ICMJE disclosures are available on request.  
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