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Only a small minority of mothers in the WHO survey never

breast-fed at all. This table reproduced from the
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WHO study gives their reasons.

Advertising and Breast-Feeding: WHO’s Unadvertised Data

COUNTRY/PROMOTION

ETHIOPIA: Advertising, not intensive

NIGERIA: URBAN: intensive mass
adverlising; RURAL: intensive sales
promotion

ZAIRE: No intensive advertising

CHILE: Some advertising, not intensive

GUATEMALA: URBAN: intensive
advertising and promotion to health facilities;
RURAL: radio advertising, limited

INDIA: URBAN: intensive mass advertising;
RURAL: advertising, not intensive

PHILIPPINES: Intensive advertising and
promotion to health facilities

HUNGARY
SWEDEN: Advertising limited by law
to professional journals

* A = economically advantaged, B = urban
middle-income, C = urban poor, R = rural.
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** Percentage of mothers delivered in the hospital who received free samples of formula: where no number is
given, the practice was rarely reported (except in Hungary, where the question was not asked).

SOURCE: Contemporary Patterns of Breast-Feeding, World Health Organization, 1981, pp. 19-29,71,32,37.




