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LANDLINE INTRO:

Hello, my name is and I'm calling for Princeton Survey Research. We're conducting
a study about some important issues today, and would like to include your household.
RANDOMIZE RESPONDENT SELECTION - DO NOT RANDOMIZE BY FORM: "May I please
speak with the YOUNGEST ADULT MALE, age 18 or older, who is now at home?” AND “May I
please speak with the YOUNGEST ADULT FEMALE, age 18 or older, who is now at home?” IF
NO MALE/FEMALE ASK: May I please speak with the YOUNGEST ADULT FEMALE/MALE, age
18 or older, who is now at home?

IF RESPONDENT COMES TO THE PHONE, RE-READ:

Hello, my name is and I'm calling for Princeton Survey Research. We're conducting
a study about some important issues today, and would like to include your household.

GO TO MAIN INTERVIEW

CELL PHONE INTRO:

Hello, I am ___ calling for Princeton Survey Research. We are conducting a national study of
cell phone users. I know I am calling you on a cell phone. If you would like to be reimbursed
for your cell phone minutes, we will pay eligible respondents $5 for participating in this
survey. (IF R SAYS DRIVING/UNABLE TO TAKE CALL: Thank you. We will try you another
time...)

CELL PHONE SCREENING INTERVIEW:

S1. Are you under 18 years old, OR are you 18 or older?
1 Under 18
2 18 or older
9 Don’‘t know/Refused

IF S1=2, CONTINUE WITH MAIN INTERVIEW
IF S1=1,9, THANK AND TERMINATE: This study is limited to adults age 18 and over. I
won't take any more of your time...

READ TO ALL CELL PHONE - INTRODUCTION TO MAIN INTERVIEW: We're interested in
learning more about people with cell phones. If you are now driving a car or doing any activity
requiring your full attention, I need to call you back later. The first question is...

INTERVIEWER: If R says it is not a good time, try to arrange a time to call back.
SEX. Respondent’s sex (DO NOT READ)

1 Male
2 Female



ASK ALL:
Q1 Do you approve or disapprove of the way Barack Obama is handling his job as
president? {Reason-Rupe Sept 13-17, 2012}

1 Approve
2 Disapprove
9 Don’t Know/Refused (VOL.)
ASK ALL:
Q2 Do you approve or disapprove of the way Barack Obama is handling the economy?

{Reason-Rupe Sept 13-17, 2012}

1 Approve
2 Disapprove
9 Don’t Know/Refused (VOL.)

ASK ALL:
Q3 Do you approve or disapprove of the job the U.S. Congress is doing? {Reason-Rupe
Sept 13-17, 2012}

1 Approve
2 Disapprove
9 Don’t Know/Refused (VOL.)

ASK HALF SAMPLE A:

Q4 What ONE word would you use to describe Congress? [OPEN-END; ENTER FULL
RESPONSE; DO NOT PROBE FOR ADDITIONAL.] [IF NECESSARY: Just the first
thing that comes to mind...]

1 Answer Given
9 Don't know/Refused (VOL.)
ASK ALL:
Q5 Overall...in recent years, do you think Congress has had a positive impact or a

negative impact on the national economy - or not much impact either way?

Positive

Negative

Not much either way

Don't know/Refused (VOL.)

O WN =

ASK HALF SAMPLE B:

Q6 In just a few words...what do you think should be President Obama’s TOP priority for
his second term? [OPEN-END; ENTER FULL RESPONSE; RECORD UP TO THREE
MENTIONS.]

1 Answer given
9 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)



READ TO ALL: Next...

ASK ALL:
Q7 In your view, does the federal government spend too much money, too little money,
or about the right amount of money?

Too much

Too little

About the right amount
Don't know/Refused (VOL.)

O WN =

ASK IF RESPONDED “"TOO MUCH"” (Q7=1):

Q8 What one or two things in particular do you think the government spends too much
money on? [OPEN-END; ENTER FULL RESPONSE; ACCEPT UP TO THREE
RESPONSES.]

1 Answer Given
9 Don't know/Refused (VOL.)
ASK ALL:
Q9 Which of these statements do you think best describes the federal budget deficit?
[READ]:
1 It is a major problem that the country must address now,
2 It is a major problem that should be addressed when the economy is
better, OR
3 It is not much of a problem for the country?
9 (VOL. DO NOT READ) Don't know/Refused

ASK THOSE WHO SAY DEBT REDUCTION IS MAJOR PROBLEM THAT COUNTRY MUST

ADDRESS NOW (Q9=1):

Q10 In your opinion, what is the MOST important thing that should be done to reduce the
national debt? [OPEN-END; ENTER FULL RESPONSE; ACCEPT ONE ANSWER
ONLY.]

1 Answer given
2 Nothing should be done (VOL.)
9 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)



ASK ALL:

Q11 Earlier this month, Congress allowed the payroll tax holiday to end for all Americans
and increased taxes on wealthier Americans to avert the so-called “fiscal cliff.”
Experts agree that further Congressional action is necessary to reduce the national
debt. Please tell me if you would strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat
oppose, or strongly oppose the following proposals to reduce the national debt. First,
[INSERT FIRST ITEM; RANDOMIZE]. Would you strongly support, somewhat
support, somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose this as a way to reduce the national
debt? What about [INSERT NEXT ITEM; RANDOMIZE]>?

[REPEAT IF NECESSARY: Would you strongly support, somewhat support,
somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose this as a way to reduce the national debt?]

a. Increasing taxes on all taxpayers
b. Increasing taxes on only wealthier households
C. Reducing spending

RESPONSE CATEGORIES
Strongly support
Somewhat support
Somewhat oppose

Strongly oppose

Don't know/Refused (VOL.)

O P~ WNH

ASK THOSE WHO SUPPORT INCREASING TAXES ON WEALTHY (Q11B=1,2):
Q12 In just a few words...why do you feel taxes should be increased on wealthier
households? [OPEN-END; ENTER FULL RESPONSE; ACCEPT ONE RESPONSE.]

1 Answer given
9 Don't know/Refused (VOL.)

ASK ALL:

Q13 The federal government is expected to hit its debt limit — which is the legal limit on
how much the federal government can borrow — in the next few months. Do you think
Congress should or should NOT raise the debt ceiling?

1 Should raise the debt ceiling
2 Should not raise the debt ceiling
9 Don't know/Refused (VOL.)

ASK ALL:
Q14 If Congress decides NOT to raise the debt ceiling, which of the following do you think
is likely to happen [READ]:

It will cause a major economic crisis,

It will cause a minor economic downturn,

It won't cause a serious economic problem, OR
It will help the economy?

(VOL. DO NOT READ) Don't know/Refused

O P WNEH



NO QUESTION 15

ASK ALL:

Q16 Over the past 20 years, federal government spending increased 39 percent per
person, adjusted for inflation. Would you say the increase in federal government
spending has (improved) the quality of life in the U.S., (reduced) the quality of life in
the U.S., or has not had much impact either way? [ROTATE ITEMS IN

PARENTHESES]
1 Improved the quality of life
2 Reduced the quality of life
3 Has not had much impact either way
9 Don't know/Refused (VOL.)

ASK ALL:

Q17 If the federal government reduces its spending levels to what was spent per person
during the Clinton administration in the 1990’s, plus inflation, do you think it would
help the economy, hurt the economy, or would not make much difference either way?

Help the economy

Hurt the economy

Not make much difference either way
Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)

O WN =

ASK ALL:
Q18 Congress passed, and the president recently signed, a $633 billion defense bill for
2013. To help balance the budget, do you favor or oppose cutting defense spending?

1 Favor
2 Oppose
9 Don't know/Refused (VOL.)

ASK ALL:

Q19 What percentage of defense spending do you think could be cut — if any — without
reducing U.S. security? [INTERVIEWER: PAUSE TO ALLOW RESPONDENT TO
COME UP WITH A PERCENTAGE. RECORD IN APPROPRIATE CATEGORY
BELOW. READ OPTIONS IF NECESSARY.]

[READ IF NECESSARY: Just stop me when I get to the right category...]

None,

1% to less than 10%,

10% to less than 25%,

25% to less than 50%,

50% to less than 75%,

75% to less than 100%, OR

100%?

(VOL. DO NOT READ) Don't know/Refused

ONOOU A WNHK



ASK ALL:

Q20 With the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq winding down, would you favor or oppose
returning defense spending to the level of money spent during the Clinton
administration, plus inflation?

1 Favor
2 Oppose
9 Don't know/Refused (VOL.)

ASK ALL:

Q21 For every dollar you pay in federal taxes, about how many cents do you think are
wasted by the government? [IF NECESSARY: One dollar equals 100 cents; just tell
me the number between zero and one hundred you think is wasted...] [OPEN END;
RECORD VALUE 0 TO 100] [IF RESPONDENT ANSWERS WITH A PERCENTAGE,
CLARIFY RESPONSE: i.e., "50% means you think 50 cents are wasted by the
government for every dollar you pay in federal taxes, correct?”]

RECORD ACTUAL NUMBER 0-100
999 Don't know/Refused (VOL.)

READ TO ALL: On to another subject...

ASK ALL:

Q22 Would you favor or oppose raising the eligibility age for Medicare from 65 to 677
1 Favor
2 Oppose
9 Don't know/Refused (VOL.)

ASK ALL:

Q23 The Social Security and Medicare programs provide retirement and health benefits to
everybody who meets the age or disability requirements, including the wealthiest
Americans. Do you think these programs should be changed so that benefits are only
provided to those who are below certain income levels, or not?

1 Yes
2 No
9 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)

ASK ALL:

Q24 Social Security recipients receive increases in their benefits based on an estimate of
increases in the cost-of-living. To slow down the rising costs of Social Security, some
have proposed changing the method used to estimate increases in the cost-of-living so
that benefits increase by a smaller amount. Would you favor or oppose this reform to
Social Security?

1 Favor
2 Oppose
9 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)



READ TO ALL: Changing topics...

RANDOMIZE Q25 AND Q26

ASK ALL:

Q25 Would you favor or oppose eliminating all federal tax deductions and tax credits if it
results in lower overall income tax rates?

1 Favor
2 Oppose
9 Don't know/Refused (VOL.)

RANDOMIZE Q25 AND Q26

ASK ALL:

Q26 Would you favor or oppose cutting the mortgage interest tax deduction if it results in
lower overall tax rates?

1 Favor
2 Oppose
9 Don't know/Refused (VOL.)

RANDOMIZE Q27 AND Q28

ASK ALL:

Q27 Do you think raising taxes on wealthy households makes a meaningful difference in
reducing the money available for investing in business start-ups, or not?

1 Yes, makes a meaningful difference
2 No, does not make a meaningful difference
9 Don't know/Refused (VOL.)

RANDOMIZE Q27 AND Q28

ASK ALL:

Q28 Do you think raising taxes on wealthy households will (reduce) technological
innovation, (increase) technological innovation, or not have much impact either way?
[RANDOMIZE OPTIONS IN PARENTHESES]

Will reduce technological innovation
Will increase technological innovation
Will not have much impact either way
Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)

O WN =

ASK ALL:

Q29 As you may know, taxes were just increased on high-earners. Do you think that these
individuals will reduce the amount they work and invest, or will this NOT affect the
amount they work and invest?

1 Yes, will reduce the amount they work and invest
2 No, will not affect the amount they work and invest
9 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)



ASK ALL:
Q30 Which do you think is more important for technological innovation in our country
[READ AND RANDOMIZE]:

1 Private sector investment [or]
2 Government investment?
9 (VOL. DO NOT READ) Don't know/Refused

READ TO ALL: On to a different topic...

ASK HALF SAMPLE A:

Q31 In just a few words, what, if anything, should be the government’s reaction to the
school shooting that occurred in Newtown, Connecticut last month? [OPEN-END;
ENTER FULL RESPONSE; ACCEPT ONE RESPONSE.]

1 Answer Given
9 Don't know/Refused (VOL.)

ASK ALL:

Q32 Of the following factors that some say might have helped prevent the Newtown
tragedy, which one do you consider MOST important? [READ AND RANDOMIZE,
ALWAYS READ 6 AND THEN 7 LAST]

Stricter gun control laws,

Better parenting,

Better mental health treatment,

Less violence in media and video games

Having armed school officials or armed guards on site,
Something else (SPECIFY), OR

Haven’t you followed this news story enough to say?
(VOL. DO NOT READ) Don't know

(VOL. DO NOT READ) Refused

OCoONOOUTPA, WN -

ASK ALL:
Q33 If the federal ban on assault weapons that expired in 2004 were still in effect, do you
think it would have helped avoid the Newtown tragedy, or not?

Yes

No

Depends (VOL.)

Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)

O WN =

ASK IF YES IN Q33 (Q33=1):

Q34 In just a few words, how would it have helped? [OPEN-END; ENTER FULL
RESPONSE; DO NOT PROBE FOR ADDITIONAL] [IF NECESSARY: If the federal
ban on assault weapons that expired in 2004 were still in effect, how would it have
helped avoid the Newtown tragedy?]

1 Answer Given
9 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)



ASK ALL:
Q35 Do you think people should be prohibited from owning assault weapons, or should
people be allowed to own them?

1 Prohibited from owning assault weapons
2 Allowed to own assault weapons
9 Don't know/Refused (VOL.)

ASK HALF SAMPLE B:
Q36 In just a few words, how would you describe an assault weapon? [OPEN-END;
ENTER FULL RESPONSE; DO NOT PROBE FOR ADDITIONAL]

1 Answer Given
9 Don't know/Refused (VOL.)

ASK ALL:
Q37 Many elected officials have called for swift government action in response to the
Newtown school shooting. Which comes closest to your view [READ AND

RANDOMIZE]:
1 Elected officials are exploiting the tragedy for political reasons [or]
2 Elected officials are reacting responsibly
9 (VOL. DO NOT READ) Don't know/Refused
ASK ALL:

Q38 Do you or does any other member of your household own a handgun, rifle, shotgun,
or any other kind of firearm? [IF YES: Is that you or another member of your
household?]

Yes, self

Yes, other member of household

Yes, self and other member of household (VOL.)
No

Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)

O DPhWNH

READ TO ALL: Changing topics...

ASK ALL:
Q39 Do you favor or oppose legalizing marijuana for recreational use?

1 Favor
2 Oppose
9 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)

ASK ALL:
Q40 Some people argue the government should treat marijuana the same as alcohol. Do
you agree or disagree?

1 Agree
2 Disagree
9 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)



ASK ALL:

Q41 As you may know, voters in Colorado and Washington made it legal to grow, sell and
use marijuana for recreational purposes in those states. Marijuana is still ILLegal
under federal law. Should the federal government...[INSERT FIRST ITEM;
RANDOMIZE], or not? Should the federal government [INSERT NEXT ITEM], or
not?

a. Arrest people who USE marijuana in states that have legalized it
b. Arrest people who GROW marijuana in states that have legalized it
c. Arrest people who SELL marijuana in states that have legalized it

RESPONSE CATEGORIES

1 Yes
2 No
3 Don't know/Refused (VOL.)

READ TO ALL: Next...as I read the following pairs of statements, please tell me which comes
closer to your own opinion.

RANDOMIZE Q42 AND Q43
ASK ALL:
Q42  (First,/How about,)[READ AND RANDOMIZE]

[IF NECESSARY: Please tell me which comes closer to your own opinion] {Reason-
Rupe Sept 13-17, 2012}

1 “The less government the better” [or]
2 “There are more things government should be doing”
9 (VOL. DO NOT READ) Don't Know/Refused

RANDOMIZE Q42 AND Q43
ASK ALL:
Q43  (First,/How about,) [READ AND RANDOMIZE]

[IF NECESSARY: Please tell me which comes closer to your own opinion] {Reason-
Rupe Sept 13-17, 2012}

1 “We need a strong government to handle today’s complex economic
problems” [or]

2 “People would be better able to handle today’s problems within a free
market with less government involvement.”

9 (VOL. DO NOT READ) Don't Know/Refused

ASK ALL:

Q44 Some people think the government (should promote traditional values in our society.)
Others think the government (should not favor any particular set of values.) Which
comes closer to your own view? [ROTATE ITEMS IN PARENTHESES] {Reason-Rupe
Trend Sept 13-17, 2012}

1 Government should promote traditional values
2 Government should not favor any particular set of values
9 Don’t Know/Refused (VOL.)

10



READ TO ALL: I have one last set of questions to help us better understand the people who
took part in our survey.

ASK ALL LANDLINE SAMPLE:

L1. Now thinking about your telephone use... Do you have a working cell phone?
1 Yes, have cell phone
2 No, do not
9 (VOL. DO NOT READ) Don't know/Refused

ASK IF DO NOT PERSONALLY HAVE CELL PHONE/DK (L1=2,9):
L1a. Does anyone else in your household have a working cell phone?

1 Yes, someone in household has cell phone
2 No
9 (VOL. DO NOT READ) Don't know/Refused

ASK ALL CELL PHONE SAMPLE:
C1. Now thinking about your telephone use... Is there at least one telephone INSIDE your
home that is currently working and is not a cell phone?

1 Yes, has a home telephone
2 No, no home telephone
9 (VOL. DO NOT READ) Don't know/Refused

ASK ALL WHO HAVE BOTH HOME PHONE AND PERSONAL CELL PHONE (L1=1 OR
Ci=1):
LC1. Of all the telephone calls that you, yourself, receive, do you get... [READ]

1 All or almost all calls on a cell phone
2 Some on a cell phone and some on a regular home phone, OR
3 All or almost all calls on a regular home phone?
9 (VOL. DO NOT READ) Don’t know/Refused
ASK ALL:
HH1. How many adults, age 18 and over, currently live in your household INCLUDING
YOURSELF?
[Record exact number 1-5]
6 6 or greater
9 (VOL. DO NOT READ) Don't know/Refused
ASK ALL:

AGE. What is your age?
[Record exact age up to age 96]

97 97 or older
99 (VOL. DO NOT READ) Refused

11



ASK ALL:
IDEO. Thinking about your overall political philosophy, would you describe yourself
as...[READ; RANDOMIZE 1,2,3,4 AND 5, WHILE KEEPING 6 AT BOTTOM]

Conservative

Moderate

Liberal

Libertarian

Progressive [or]

Something else?

(VOL. DO NOT READ) Don't Know/Refused

OCoOuUuThWNH

ASK ALL:
PARTY. In politics today, do you consider yourself a [RANDOMIZE: Republican, Democrat/
Democrat, Republican], an Independent, or what?

Republican

Democrat

Independent

Or what? (INTERVIEWER: INCLUDE ‘OTHER’ AND '‘NONE’ HERE)
(VOL. DO NOT READ) Don't know/Refused

O DhWNH

ASK IF INDEPENDENT/NO PREF/OTHER/DON'T KNOW (PARTY=3-9):
PARTYLN. Do you LEAN more towards the [RANDOMIZE: Republican Party or the Democratic
Party/Democratic Party or the Republican Party]?

1 Republican
2 Democratic
3 Independent/don‘t lean to either party (VOL.)
4 Other party (VOL.)
9 (VOL. DO NOT READ) Don't know/Refused
ASK ALL:
TPARTYA. Do you consider yourself to be a supporter of the Tea Party movement or not?
1 Supporter
2 Not a supporter
9 Don’t Know/Refused (VOL.)
ASK ALL:

EDUC2. What is the highest level of school you have completed or the highest degree you have
received? [DO NOT READ]

1 Less than high school (Grades 1-8 or no formal schooling)

2 High school incomplete (Grades 9-11 or Grade 12 with NO diploma)

3 High school graduate (Grade 12 with diploma or GED certificate)

4 Some college, no degree (includes some community college)

5 Two year associate degree from a college or university

6 Four year college or university degree/Bachelor’s degree (e.g., BS, BA, AB)

7 Some postgraduate or professional schooling, no postgraduate degree

8 Postgraduate or professional degree, including master’s, doctorate, medical or
law degree (e.g., MA, MS, PhD, MD, 1D)

9 Don't know/Refused (VOL.)
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ASK ALL:
HISP. Are you of Hispanic or Latino origin, such as Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban or some
other Spanish background?

1 Yes

2 No

9 (VOL. DO NOT READ) Don't know/Refused
ASK ALL:

RACE. What is your race? Are you white, black, Asian, or some other race? [IF R SAYS
HISPANIC OR LATINO, PROBE: Do you consider yourself a WHITE (Hispanic/Latino)
or a BLACK (Hispanic/Latino)? IF R DOES NOT SAY WHITE, BLACK OR ONE OF
THE RACE CATEGORIES LISTED, RECORD AS ‘OTHER’ (CODE 6)]

White

Black or African-American

Asian or Pacific Islander

Mixed race

Native American/American Indian

Other (SPECIFY)

(VOL. DO NOT READ) Don't know/Refused

OCoOuUThWNK

ASK ALL:
INC. What is your household income category? Please stop me when I reach your category.
[READ]

Less than $30,000 per year
$30,000 but less than $45,000
$45,000 but less than $60,000
$60,000 but less than $75,000
$75,000 but less than $90,000
$90,000 but less than $110,000
$110,000 but less than $150,000
$150,000 but less than $250,000 [OR]
More than $250,000
9 (VOL. DO NOT READ) Don't Know/Refused

COWONOOTUDAWNEH

ASK ALL:
INC2020. Thinking about 10 years from now, what do you expect your annual household
income to approximately be? [OPEN-END]

[RECORD RESPONSE IN THOUSANDS; EXAMPLE: CODE RESPONSE OF
$50,000 AS 50; IF RESPONDENT GIVES RANGE, ASK FOR AN APPROXIMATE
ANSWER: I need just an estimate...]

[USE THE RANGE 20-1,000 ONLY. RECORD RESPONSES UNDER $20,000 AS
20; RECORD RESPONSES OVER $1,000,000 AS 1000]

Enter Response (NUMBER BETWEEN 20 AND 1000)
9999 Don't know/Refused (VOL.)
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ASK ALL:
EMPLOY. Which of the following best describes your current employment status? [READ]

Employed Full-Time

Employed Part-Time

Small Business Owner (Self-Employed)

Taking Care of Home and Family (Homemaker)
Retired

Student [or]

Unemployed?

(VOL. DO NOT READ) Disabled

(VOL. DO NOT READ) Don't know/Refused

OCoONOOTU P~ WN -

ASK IF EMPLOYED FULL OR PART TIME (EMPLOY=1,2):
Q66. Are you employed by local, state, or the federal government?

1 Yes

2 No

9 Don’t Know/Refused (VOL.)
ASK ALL:

RELIG. What is your religious preference? Is it [RANDOMIZE: Protestant, Catholic, Jewish,
Muslim], some other religion, or no religion? [INTERVIEWER NOTE: If respondent
volunteers “Christian,” code as “Protestant”]

Protestant

Catholic

Jewish

Muslim

Other (SPECIFY)

No Religion (Includes Atheists and Agnostics)
Don't know/Refused (VOL.)

OCoOUuhWNH

ASK ALL:
ATTEND. Aside from weddings and funerals, How often do you attend religious services?
Would you say... [READ]

1 Once a Week (or more)

2 A few times a month

3 A few times a year [OR]

4 Never?

9 Don't Know/Refused (VOL.)
ASK ALL:

RZIPCODE What is your zip code?

IF NECESSARY: This question helps us to accurately determine what part of the

country the people we interview live in. It is used only for classification purposes. You

cannot be contacted based on this information.

[RECORD EXACT FIVE-DIGIT ZIP CODE]
99999 (VOL. DO NOT READ) Don’t know/Refused
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ASK ALL CELL PHONE SAMPLE

MONEY.That’s the end of the interview. If you would like to be reimbursed for your cell phone
minutes, we can send you $5. I will need your full name and a mailing address where
we can send the money.

CONFIRM ZIP from above
(VOL.) Respondent does not want the money

1 [ENTER FULL NAME] - INTERVIEWER: PLEASE VERIFY SPELLING
2 [ENTER MAILING ADDRESS]

3 [City]

4 [State]

5

9

END OF INTERVIEW: This is the conclusion of our survey. We thank you for your
participation.

15



