Reason-Rupe August 2014 National Poll
Princeton Survey Research Associates International
Questionnaire
September 30, 2014

N = 1,000 (500 from Landline RDD Sample / 500 from Cell RDD Sample)
Interviewing dates: October 1-5, 2014

Form A/B (Form A: Random 500 / Form B: Random 500)

English only

LANDLINE INTRO:

Hello, my name is and I'm calling for Princeton Survey Research. We're conducting a study
about some important issues today, and would like to include your household. RANDOMIZE
RESPONDENT SELECTION - DO NOT RANDOMIZE BY FORM: “May I please speak with the
YOUNGEST ADULT MALE, age 18 or older, who is now at home?” AND “May I please speak with the
YOUNGEST ADULT FEMALE, age 18 or older, who is nhow at home?” IF NO MALE/FEMALE ASK: May
I please speak with the YOUNGEST ADULT FEMALE/MALE, age 18 or older, who is now at home?

IF RESPONDENT COMES TO THE PHONE, RE-READ:

Hello, my name is and I'm calling for Princeton Survey Research. We're conducting a study
about some important issues today, and would like to include your household.

GO TO MAIN INTERVIEW

CELL PHONE INTRO:

Hello, I am ___ calling for Princeton Survey Research. We are conducting a national study of cell
phone users. I know I am calling you on a cell phone. If you would like to be reimbursed for your cell
phone minutes, we will pay eligible respondents $5 for participating in this survey. This is NOT a sales
call. (IF R SAYS DRIVING/UNABLE TO TAKE CALL: Thank you. We will try you another time...) n

VOICE MAIL MESSAGE (LEAVE ONLY ONCE -- THE FIRST TIME A CALL GOES TO VOICEMAIL):
I am calling for Princeton Survey Research. We are conducting a national survey of cell phone users.
This is NOT a sales call. We will try to reach you again.

CELL PHONE SCREENING INTERVIEW:

S1. Are you under 18 years old, OR are you 18 or older?
1 Under 18
2 18 or older
9 Don’t know/Refused

IF S1=2, CONTINUE WITH MAIN INTERVIEW
IF S1=1,9, THANK AND TERMINATE: This study is limited to adults age 18 and over. I won't take
any more of your time...

READ TO ALL CELL PHONE - INTRODUCTION TO MAIN INTERVIEW: We're interested in learning
more about people with cell phones. If you are now driving a car or doing any activity requiring your
full attention, I need to call you back later. The first question is...

INTERVIEWER: If R says it is not a good time, try to arrange a time to call back.

SEX. Respondent’s sex (DO NOT READ)

1 Male
2 Female



Q1.

Q2.

Q3.

Q4.

Q5.

Q6.

Generally speaking, would you say things in this country are heading in the right direction or
in the wrong direction?

Right Direction

Wrong Direction

(DO NOT READ) Neither
(DO NOT READ) Don't know
(DO NOT READ) Refused

O o0WNH

Do you approve or disapprove of the way Barack Obama is handling his job as president?

Approve

Disapprove

(DO NOT READ) Don't know
(DO NOT READ) Refused

O 0N

Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Obama is doing on foreign policy?

Approve

Disapprove

(DO NOT READ) Don't know
(DO NOT READ) Refused

O ON

Would you say President Obama’s handling of foreign policy has been better or worse than
former President George W. Bush’s handling of foreign policy, or are they about the same?

Better

Worse

Same

(DO NOT READ) Don't know
(DO NOT READ) Refused

O 00WNH

Do you approve or disapprove of the job the U.S. Congress is doing?

1 Approve

2 Disapprove

8 (DO NOT READ) Don't know
9 (DO NOT READ) Refused

Are you registered to vote in your precinct or election district or haven’t you been able to
register so far?

1 Yes, registered

2 No, not registered

8 (DO NOT READ) Don't know
9 (DO NOT READ) Refused



ASK IF REGISTERED (Q6=1)

Q7. If November's election for Congress were held today, which party's candidate are you more
likely to vote for in your district—[RANDOMIZE: Republican, Democrat], or some other
party’s candidate?

Republican Party’s Candidate
Democratic Party’s Candidate
Some other party’s candidate
(DO NOT READ) Don't know
(DO NOT READ) Refused

O 00WNH

ASK IF REGISTERED (Q6=1)

Q8. Thinking about the candidate choices you have at different levels. [First,/Next,] would you say
you are very satisfied, somewhat satisfied, somewhat unsatisfied, or very unsatisfied with the
(INSERT, READ IN ORDER...?)

a. Candidates for House and Senate
b. Candidates for state level offices
c. Candidates for local-level offices

Very satisfied

Somewhat satisfied
Somewhat Unsatisfied

Very Unsatisfied

(DO NOT READ) Don't know
(DO NOT READ) Refused

O hWNH

READ TO ALL: Changing topics...

Police

Q9. Do you have a favorable or unfavorable view of the police? [IF ANSWER GIVEN: Is that very
or somewhat (un)favorable?] (Reason-Rupe April 2014)

Very favorable

Somewhat favorable
Somewhat unfavorable

Very unfavorable

(DO NOT READ) Don't know
(DO NOT READ) Refused

OoWwhWNH

NO Q10

Q11. Do you think police officers are generally held accountable for misconduct, or not?

Yes

No

(DO NOT READ) Don't know
(DO NOT READ) Refused

O ON

Q12. It has been reported that some police officers stop motorists or pedestrians of certain racial or
ethnic groups because the officers believe that these groups are more likely than others to
commit certain types of crimes. Do you approve or disapprove of this practice by the police?
[IF APPROVE/DISAPPROVE: Do you strongly or somewhat (dis)approve?]

Strongly Approve

Somewhat Approve
Somewhat Disapprove
Strongly Disapprove

(DO NOT READ) Don't know
(DO NOT READ) Refused

OoohWNH



Q13. Do you think the number of cases of police officers using excessive force against civilians are
going up, going down, or remaining about the same?
1 Going up
2 Going down
3 Remaining about the same
8 (DO NOT READ) Don't know
9 (DO NOT READ) Refused
Q14. In general, do you think the police are too quick to use lethal force, or do they typically only
use lethal force when necessary?
1 Too quick to use lethal force
2 Only use lethal force when necessary
8 (DO NOT READ) Don't know
9 (DO NOT READ) Refused
NO Q15
Q16. Would you favor or oppose eliminating mandatory minimum prison sentences for nonviolent
offenders so that judges have the ability to make sentencing decisions on a case-by-case
basis?
1 Favor
2 Oppose
8 (DO NOT READ) Don't know
9 (DO NOT READ) Refused
Q17. Do you favor or oppose allowing nonviolent drug offenders who have served their sentences to
vote?
1 Favor
2 Oppose
8 (DO NOT READ) Don't know
9 (DO NOT READ) Refused
Q18. Do you favor or oppose allowing nonviolent drug offenders who have served their sentences to
petition a court to have their court records sealed, making them inaccessible to the public
without a court order?
1 Favor
2 Oppose
8 (DO NOT READ) Don't know
9 (DO NOT READ) Refused
Q21. Just your impression, do you think the criminal justice system in the United States (treats

white Americans more fairly than black and Hispanic Americans), (treats black and Hispanic
Americans more fairly than white Americans), or are they treated about the same? (ROTATE
OPTIONS IN PARENTHESIS)

Treat white Americans more fairly

Treat black and Hispanic Americans more fairly
Treats them about the same

(DO NOT READ) Don't know

(DO NOT READ) Refused

O 00WNH



Q22.

In recent years, do you think too much has been made of the problems facing black people,
too little has been made, or is it about right?

Too much has been made - Strongly
Too much has been made - Somewhat
Too little has been made - Somewhat
Too little has been made - Strongly
About right

(DO NOT READ) Don't know

(DO NOT READ) Refused

OCoOouUTh WNE

READ TO ALL: On another subject...

Q23.

Q23A

Q23B

Q24.

Q25.

Do you think the United States should increase its military presence around the world,
decrease its military presence, or keep it at its current levels?

Increase military presence
Decrease military presence
Keep it at its current levels
(DO NOT READ) Don't know
(DO NOT READ) Refused

O 0OWN =

As you may know, members of Congress left Washington, DC, for a recess without holding a
vote to authorize the use of military force against Islamic State insurgents, also known as ISIS
[pronounced: eye-sis] or ISIL [pronounced: eye-sil], in Iraq and Syria. Do you think Congress
should return to Capitol Hill before the November elections to hold a vote authorizing the
continued use of military force in Iraq and Syria?

1 Should

2 Should Not

8 (DO NOT READ) Don't know
9 (DO NOT READ) Refused

Which of the following do you think is the MAIN reason Congress has not yet held a vote on
the authorization of military force against ISIS: (READ AND RANDOMIZE 1-3)

They don’t have time

They don’t want to put their vote on the official record [OR]
They don’t believe President Obama needs their authorization
(DO NOT READ) Some other reason (SPECIFY)

(DO NOT READ) Don't know

(DO NOT READ) Refused

OoohWNKE

As you may know, the United States is conducting air strikes against ISIS [eye-sis] in Syria
and Iraq. Do you favor or oppose these air strikes?

Favor

Oppose

(DO NOT READ) Don't know
(DO NOT READ) Refused

O 0N -

Would you favor or oppose the United States sending GROUND troops to fight ISIS
[pronounced: eye-sis] in Iraq and Syria?

Favor

Oppose

(DO NOT READ) Don't know
(DO NOT READ) Refused

O 0N



Q26.

Q27.

In order to defeat ISIS, do you think the United States will need to send a large number of
GROUND troops to Iraq and Syria, a small number of troops, or will it not be necessary to
send troops?

Large Number

Small Number

Not necessary

(DO NOT READ) Don't know
(DO NOT READ) Refused

O 00WNH

ASK FORM A
How many months or years do you expect the current US military action against ISIS in Iraq
and Syria to last? (OPEN)

99 No answer

NO Q28 TO Q30

Q31.

Q32.

As you may know, Congress passed a bill to arm Syrian rebels with US weapons to help fight
against ISIS. Do you favor or oppose arming the Syrian rebels?

1 Favor

2 Oppose

8 (DO NOT READ) Don't know
9 (DO NOT READ) Refused

ASK FORM B

On a scale of 0 to 100 Percent, with zero being “least likely” and 100 being the “most likely” -
how likely do you think it is that the US weapons provided to Syrian rebels will one day be
used against Americans soldiers or US allies? (OPEN)

_ ENTER RESPONSE 0-100
998 (DO NOT READ) Don't know
999 (DO NOT READ) Refused

ASK ALL:

Q33.

How do you think the United States should pay for the military action in Iraq and Syria against
ISIS [pronounced: eye-sis]? Should they pay for it by: [READ AND ROTATE; ALWAYS
KEEPING 2 and 3 IN ORDER and 4 and 5 IN ORDER]?

Borrowing money

Raising taxes

Raising taxes only on the wealthy

Cutting spending on entitlement programs like Social Security and Medicare [OR]
Cutting other federal spending

(DO NOT READ) Don't know

(DO NOT READ) Refused

OCoouUThWNH



Q34.

Q35.

Q36.

If federal spending has to be cut to pay for the military action, what type of spending would
you cut FIRST? (READ 1-8 AND RANDOMIZE 1-7)

Education

Infrastructure and Transportation

Entitlement programs such as Medicare

Safety Net Programs Such as Welfare, Medicaid, Unemployment, and Food Stamps
Social Security

Science and Medical Research

Veterans Programs

Or some other program? (SPECIFY)

(DO NOT READ) Don't know

(DO NOT READ) Refused

CLOONOOUT P, WNH

8
9

Do you think the US War in Irag [ROTATE: reduced the threat of terrorism,/ increased the
threat of terrorism,] or didn't make much of a difference?

Reduced

Increased

Didn’t make a difference
(DO NOT READ) Don't know
(DO NOT READ) Refused

O o0OWNH

If you can recall, did you support or oppose the US invasion of Iraq when it started in 2003?
Support

Oppose

(DO NOT READ) Did not have an opinion

(DO NOT READ) Don't know

(DO NOT READ) Refused

O 00 WNH

READ TO ALL: Changing topics...

Q37.

Q38.

Looking back now on the 2008 financial crisis...Do you think the government definitely did the
right thing, probably did the right thing, probably did the wrong thing, or definitely did the
wrong thing...(INSERT. READ AND ROTATE)

a. by providing money in 2008 to banks and financial institutions who were in financial
trouble?
b. by providing money in 2008 to General Motors and Chrysler?

Definitely Right

Probably Right

Probably Wrong

Definitely Wrong

(DO NOT READ) Don't know
(DO NOT READ) Refused

OoohWNH

As you may know, some businesses choose to re-locate their headquarters out of the country
to reduce the amount they pay in US taxes on revenue they earn in other countries. Do you
think the federal government should or should not make it more difficult for US businesses to
move out of the country to reduce the amount they pay in taxes to the U.S.?

Should make it more difficult
Should not make it more difficult
(DO NOT READ) Don't know
(DO NOT READ) Refused

O 0N



Q39. As you may know, the US has one of the highest corporate income tax rates among
industrialized countries. Do you favor raising US corporate tax rates, keeping US corporate tax
rates where they are now, lowering US corporate tax rates to match those of other
industrialized countries, or lowering US corporate tax rates below those of other industrialized

countries?

1 Raise them above them where they are now

2 Keeping them where they are now

3 Lowering to match other industrialized countries
4 Lowering below other industrialized countries

8 (DO NOT READ) Don't know

9 (DO NOT READ) Refused

ASK FORM A
Q40. Some businesses move from one STATE to another to lower their taxes. Do you think this is
an acceptable or unacceptable reason for a business to relocate to another state?

1 Acceptable

2 Unacceptable

8 (DO NOT READ) Don't know
9 (DO NOT READ) Refused

ASK FORM B

Q41. Some states give special tax credits and taxpayer-funded subsidies to businesses to entice
them to move from other states. Do you favor or oppose your state providing subsidies and
special tax credits to businesses that move from other states?

Favor

Oppose

(DO NOT READ) Don't know
(DO NOT READ) Refused

O 0N

READ TO ALL: Next...

ASK ALL:
Q42. Next, do you think it should be legal or illegal for adult women to purchase birth control pills
or patches over the counter without a doctor’s prescription?

Legal

Illegal

(DO NOT READ) Don't know
(DO NOT READ) Refused

O 0N

Q43. Do you think doctors should be allowed to prescribe their patients pharmaceutical drugs that
have not yet been approved by the Federal Drug Administration or F-D-A, or should this be

prohibited?

1 Allowed

2 Prohibited

8 (DO NOT READ) Don't know
9 (DO NOT READ) Refused

Q44. When it comes to childhood diseases, like measles, mumps, and whooping cough, should all
children be required to get vaccinations or should parents be able to decide whether or not to
vaccinate their children?

All children should be required

Parents should be able to decide not to
(DO NOT READ) Don't know

(DO NOT READ) Refused

O 0N



Q45. Should children who have NOT been vaccinated from diseases like measles, mumps, and
whooping cough be allowed or not allowed to attend public schools?

Allowed

Not Allowed

(DO NOT READ) Don't know
(DO NOT READ) Refused

O 0N -

READ TO ALL: Next, onto a different type of question...

Q46. Please indicate how much you agree or disagree with the following statements, using a scale
from 1 to 7 in which 1 means you totally disagree and 7 means you totally agree.
[First,/Next][INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE]

a. People should be allowed to keep what they produce, even if there are others with
greater needs.

b. The world would be a better place if we let unsuccessful people fail and suffer the
consequences.

c. Even if people try hard they often cannot reach their goals

d. People who produce more should be rewarded more than those who just tried hard.

e. A distaste for hard work usually reflects a weakness of character.

f. People need to stand on their own two feet no matter what.

g. Sometimes the government needs to make laws that keep people from hurting
themselves

h. People should be free to do dangerous and self-destructive things, as long as they
don't put others at risk.

i. If people work hard they almost always get what they want

Totally Disagree

Totally Agree
(DO NOT READ) Don't know
(DO NOT READ) Refused

OCoOoONOOTUTPA, WN -

READ TO ALL: Changing topics...

EBO2. How likely do you think an Ebola outbreak is in a US city? Would you say it is...[READ] (Aug
2014 poll)

Very likely

Somewhat likely

Not too likely [OR]

Not at all likely

(DO NOT READ) Don't know
(DO NOT READ) Refused

OooPhWNE

READ TO ALL: Next...as I read the following pairs of statements, please tell me which comes closer to
your own opinion.

Q47. First [READ AND RANDOMIZE ITEMS]
1 “We need a strong government to handle today’s complex economic problems” [OR]
2 “People would be better able to handle today’s problems within a free market with less
government involvement.”
(DO NOT READ) Don't know

8
9 (DO NOT READ) Refused



Q48.

Q49.

10

Some people think the government (should promote traditional values in our society.)
Others think the government (should not favor any particular set of values.) Which comes
closer to your own view? [ROTATE ITEMS IN PARENTHESES]

Government should promote traditional values
Government should not favor any particular set of values
(DO NOT READ) Don't know

(DO NOT READ) Refused

O 0N

If you had to choose, would you rather have a smaller government providing fewer services,
or a larger government providing more services?

Smaller government providing fewer services
Larger government providing more services
(DO NOT READ) Don't know

(DO NOT READ) Refused

O 0N

IF SMALLER (Q49=1)
Would you want a much smaller government with a lot less services or slightly smaller
government with slightly fewer services?

Much smaller

Slightly smaller

(DO NOT READ) Don't know
(DO NOT READ) Refused

O 0N

IF LARGER (Q49=2)
Would you want a much larger government with a lot more services or a slightly larger
government with slightly more services?

Much larger

Slightly larger

(DO NOT READ) Don't know
(DO NOT READ) Refused

O 0N

Demographics
READ TO ALL: I have one last set of questions to help us better understand the people who took part
in our survey.

ASK ALL LANDLINE SAMPLE:

L1.

Now thinking about your telephone use... Do you have a working cell phone?

Yes, have cell phone

No, do not

(DO NOT READ) Don't know
(DO NOT READ) Refused

O 00N

ASK IF DO NOT PERSONALLY HAVE CELL PHONE/DK (L1=2-9):

Lla.

Does anyone else in your household have a working cell phone?

Yes, someone in household has cell phone
No

(DO NOT READ) Don't know

(DO NOT READ) Refused

O 0N



11

ASK ALL CELL PHONE SAMPLE:
C1. Now thinking about your telephone use... Is there at least one telephone INSIDE your home
that is currently working and is not a cell phone?

1 Yes, has a home telephone

2 No, no home telephone

8 (DO NOT READ) Don't know

9 (DO NOT READ) Refused
ASK ALL:

HH1. How many adults, age 18 and over, currently live in your household INCLUDING YOURSELF?

[Record exact number 1-5]

6 6 or greater

8 (DO NOT READ) Don't know

9 (DO NOT READ) Refused
ASK ALL:

AGE. And, what is your age?

_ [Record exact age up to age 96]
97 97 or older

98 (VOL. DO NOT READ) Don't know
99 (VOL. DO NOT READ) Refused

ASK ALL:
PARTY. In politics today, do you consider yourself a [RANDOMIZE: Republican, Democrat/
Democrat, Republican], an Independent, or what?

Republican

Democrat

Independent

Or what? (INTERVIEWER: INCLUDE '‘OTHER’ AND ‘NONE’ HERE)
(DO NOT READ) Don't know

(DO NOT READ) Refused

OooPhWNE

ASK IF INDEPENDENT/NO PREF/OTHER/DON'T KNOW (PARTY=3-9):
PARTYLN. Do you LEAN more towards the [RANDOMIZE: Republican Party or the Democratic
Party/Democratic Party or the Republican Party]?

Republican

Democratic

Independent/don‘t lean to either party (VOL.)
Other party (VOL.)

(DO NOT READ) Don't know

(DO NOT READ) Refused

O hWNH



ASK ALL:
IDEO. Thinking about your overall political philosophy, would you describe yourself as...[READ;
RANDOMIZE 1,2,3,4 AND 5, WHILE KEEPING 6 AT BOTTOM]

Conservative

Moderate

Liberal

Libertarian

Progressive [OR]

Something else?

(DO NOT READ) Don't know
(DO NOT READ) Refused

VOOV hAWNHK

ASK ALL:
TPARTYA. Do you consider yourself to be a supporter of the Tea Party movement or not?

Supporter

Not a supporter

(DO NOT READ) Don't know
(DO NOT READ) Refused

O 0N

ASK ALL:

EDUC2. What is the highest level of school you have completed or the highest degree you have
received? [DO NOT READ] [INTERVIEWER NOTE: Enter code 3-HS grad if R completed
training that did NOT count toward a degree]

Less than high school (Grades 1-8 or no formal schooling)

High school incomplete (Grades 9-11 or Grade 12 with NO diploma)

High school graduate (Grade 12 with diploma or GED certificate)

Some college, no degree (includes some community college)

Two year associate degree from a college or university

Four year college or university degree/Bachelor’s degree (e.g., BS, BA, AB)
Some postgraduate or professional schooling, no postgraduate degree
Postgraduate or professional degree, including master’s, doctorate, medical or law
degree (e.g., MA, MS, PhD, MD, 1D)

98 (DO NOT READ) Don’t know

99 (DO NOT READ) Refused

ONOTUTA,WNHF

[MAKE FULL NOTE AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEWERS: Enter code 3-HS graduate” if R completed
vocational, business, technical, or training courses after high school that did NOT count toward an
associate degree from a college, community college or university (e.g., training for a certificate or an
apprenticeship)]

ASK ALL:
HISP. Are you of Hispanic or Latino origin, such as Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban or some other
Spanish background?

Yes

No

(DO NOT READ) Don't know
(DO NOT READ) Refused

O 0N

12



ASK ALL:

RACE. What is your race? Are you white, black, Asian, or some other race? [IF R SAYS HISPANIC
OR LATINO, PROBE: Do you consider yourself a WHITE (Hispanic/Latino) or a BLACK
(Hispanic/Latino)? IF R DOES NOT SAY WHITE, BLACK OR ONE OF THE RACE
CATEGORIES LISTED, RECORD AS 'OTHER’ (CODE 6)]

1 White
2 Black or African-American
3 Asian or Pacific Islander
4 Mixed race
5 Native American/American Indian
6 Other (SPECIFY)
8 (DO NOT READ) Don't know
9 (DO NOT READ) Refused
ASK ALL:
BORN. Would you describe yourself as a ‘born-again’ or evangelical Christian?
1 Yes, would
2 No, would not
9 Don't know/Refused (VOL.)
ASK ALL:
INC. What is your household income category? Please stop me when I reach your category.
[READ]
1 Less than $30,000 per year
2 $30,000 but less than $45,000
3 $45,000 but less than $60,000
4 $60,000 but less than $75,000
5 $75,000 but less than $90,000
6 $90,000 but less than $110,000
7 $110,000 but less than $150,000
8 $150,000 but less than $250,000 OR
9 $250,000 or more?
98 (DO NOT READ) Don't know
99 (DO NOT READ) Refused
ASK ALL:

RZIPCODE May I please have your zip code?
IF NECESSARY: So we can make sure our sample is geographically distributed.

[RECORD EXACT FIVE-DIGIT ZIP CODE]
99999 (VOL. DO NOT READ) Don‘t know/Refused

ASK ALL CELL PHONE SAMPLE:

MONEY.That’s the end of the interview. If you would like to be reimbursed for your cell phone
minutes, we can send you $5. I will need your full name and a mailing address where we can
send the money.

1 [ENTER FULL NAME] - INTERVIEWER: PLEASE VERIFY SPELLING
2 [ENTER MAILING ADDRESS]

3 [City]

4 [State]

5 CONFIRM ZIP from above

9 Respondent does not want the money (VOL.)

END OF INTERVIEW: This is the conclusion of our survey. We thank you for your participation.
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